
TOEFL Speaking Practice Test 28

In question 5 and 6 you will hear a conversation and a lecture. You will be asked a question
about each.

Listen to a student asking a professor about dropping a class.

In the conversation, the student has a problem. Describe the problem. What options does the
professor suggest to help the student? Which of the options do you prefer? Why?

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds

Listen to the sample response.
In this conversation the student is concerned about her statistics class. She is doing poorly and
is considering dropping the class. She feels that the professor speaks too quickly and she is
unable to note the important points. The professor offers a few suggestions. First he suggests
bringing in a tape recorder. Secondly he suggests getting a tutor. Finally, the professor says that
it might be possible to get into the class she wants without his course if she talks to the
psychology teacher about it. I prefer the final option. In my experience some prerequisites do
not pertain to the course that requires them. Statistics is quite a general course that may be
useful but is not always necessary.
Transcript for listening question 5 conversation:

S: Hi professor Jones. Thanks for agreeing to see me on such short notice. I just realized that
the deadline for dropping classes is at the end of this week.
P: I have to assume you are considering dropping my class. I had a quick look at your last two
quiz marks. You failed the first and just passed the second one. What is it that is causing you
the most trouble?
S: Well, to be honest, I'm only taking statistics because it is a prerequisite for a psychology class
I want to take. I really am not very good with numbers.
P: Have you been to all of my classes?
S: Yes, every one of them. But to be honest you speak a little bit too quickly for me. I find it
difficult to get detailed notes.
Professor: Well, perhaps you should think about bringing in a tape recorder. That way if you
miss something you can listen to it again when you're studying at home.
S: I guess I could try that. I'm not sure if I can afford a tape recorder right now. My student loan
hasn't come in yet.
P: Another option is to get a tutor. If you're interested I can recommend someone. She's a
tutorial assistant for one of my other classes, but she does private tutoring on the side. She
doesn't charge much because she's really looking for the teaching experience. She wants to be
a professor.
S: So you don't think I should just drop the class?



P: Well, I guess that depends how important the psychology class is. Sometimes professors
make exceptions too. You could always contact the psych professor and ask if it's possible to
get in without my course. I'd be willing to sign something to prove that you've at least made a
valid attempt.


