
TOEFL Speaking Practice Test 26

Read an article from a campus newspaper. Take notes on the main points of the reading
passage.

Reading time: 45 seconds.

Why isn't recycling mandatory on campus?

How does an Ivy League educational institute, such as U of C get away with being so
nonchalant about recycling? After a recent search across campus, volunteers from the U of C
Environmental Watch group counted only 10 recycling bins. In comparison, the students
counted 30 vending machines, the majority of which carry plastics, cans, and glass bottles. Only
one paper recycling bin was found. This means that almost all of the paper that is discarded on
campus, including U of C residences, is being disposed of in the regular garbage. When asked
why no recycling bins for paper have been placed on campus, U of C president, James Wicker,
explained that the company the university employs to pick up recycling does not currently
recycle paper. When asked why another company is not used, Wicker cited university finances
as an obstacle.

Why does the woman approve of the article? State her opinion and explain the reasons she
gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds

The woman also read the article that the man refers to. Though she agrees that there is an error
in the article regarding the lack of recycling in the residences, she believes that more should be
done to improve the recycling program on campus. In particular, she is concerned that there is
no effort being made to recycle paper on campus. She thinks that the university could pay for a
better recycling program by including some of the cost in the student fees.

Transcript

M: Hey Lisa, you and your roommate have a recycling bin in your dormitory room, don't you? I'm
sure I've thrown a water bottle in a bin at your place before.
W: Sure. Why do you ask Mark? Are you wondering where to go to pick one up. I think they
have them available in the housing office.
M: No, it's not that. My roommate and I have one too, and we put it out with our garbage each
week. It's just that I read this article in the campus paper today that suggests that none of the
dormitories on campus are recycling.



W: Oh, I read that article too. I agree that the writer obviously didn't check her facts. But, she
had a point about the lack of bins for recycling paper. I mean, what type of institution goes
through more paper than a university?
M: True. And, like anything, the budget is always to blame.
W: What I don't get is how they can charge us student dues for things like live entertainment,
which many people don't even use, but they can't charge us for something like a recycling
program.
M: Maybe you should write a letter to the editor about that. I for one wouldn't have a problem
throwing in a few dollars each year to do my part for the environment and save a few trees.
W: Maybe, but I'm not sure how many other students would share your enthusiasm.


