
Directions: Each of the questions or incomplete statements is followed by five answer choices. Choose the answer choice 
that best answers the question or best completes the incomplete statement.  

1. Sumer and Egypt were similar in all of the following ways EXCEPT 

A. agricultural dependence on the silt left behind by flooding 

B. belief in a polytheistic religion centered on deities of nature 

C. enjoyment of protection from invasion by natural barriers 

D. development of distinct systems of written language 

E. engagement in trade with other nearby cultures 
2. A follower of the Chinese philosophy of Daoism would MOST agree with which statement? 

A. Government intrusiveness should be kept to a minimum. 

B. Government works best when run by well-educated men. 

C. Government should be focused on strengthening the state. 

D. Governments that allow too much freedom are doomed to fail. 

E. Governments have an obligation to suppress independent thought.  
3. Which of these was NOT a characteristic of early humans in the Paleolithic Age? 

A. Ability to make and use simple tools 

B. Tendency to live in permanent settlements 

C. Reliance on hunting and gathering techniques 

D. Propensity for creating artistic cave drawings 

E. Mastery of fire for cooking and heating purposes 
4. Buddhism was founded in part as a response to questions about which faith? 

A. Islam 

B. Daoism 

C. Judaism 

D. Hinduism 

E. Christianity 
5. The Kush city of Meroe rose to prominence mainly because of its natural supply of  

A. salt 

B. iron 

C. gold 

D. grain 

E. silver 
1. During the first Punic War, the Romans were MOST interested in acquiring Sicily because it  

A. offered an array of natural resources 

B. could serve as a strategic military base 

C. would allow Rome to avenge civilian losses 



D. would increase Rome's ability to trade with the East 

E. could serve as a key location in a Carthaginian invasion of Italy 
2. The Battle of Thermopylae was key to Athenian victory in the Persian War because it  

A. prevented the Persians from reaching and sacking Athens itself 

B. wiped out a large portion of the Persian army before it reached Athens 

C. delayed the Persians' approach and gave the Athenians time to prepare 

D. eliminated the Persian navy and forced them to rely on a land attack 

E. weakened Persian morale and left the soldiers unwilling to fight 
3. Who split the Roman Empire into two halves? 

A. Augustus 

B. Diocletian 

C. Julius Caesar 

D. Constantine 

E. Marc Antony 
4. Usage of the Silk Roads for trade declined near the end of the Han dynasty primarily due to 

A. economic conditions that made long-distance trade too expensive 

B. constant warfare that made roads unsafe for travel 

C. a decrease in the demand for silk goods in the Mediterranean 

D. a devastating shortage of Chinese silk 

E. epidemic disease that traveled along the roads and decimated the population 
5. During the Dorian period, Greece experienced food shortages as the result of a 

A. period of unusually warm and dry weather conditions 

B. decrease in trade with other Mediterranean cultures 

C. long-term agricultural blight that damaged crops 

D. trend of immigration out of the Greek mainland 

E. war with Persia that used significant resources 
1. When the Mongols took control of China and established the Yuan dynasty, they did all of the following EXCEPT 

A. build their own communities separate from the Chinese 

B. adopt the Chinese form of centralized government 

C. attempt to invade Japan and Southeast Asia 

D. establish a new version of the civil service exam 

E. allow for greater religious freedom 
2. The invasion of the Byzantine territory by the Seljuk Turks led to a weakening of the Byzantine Empire, primarily due to  

A. the political unrest and civil war that spread throughout the empire 

B. a reduction in both food supply and the ability to collect taxes 



C. a disruption of trade with other Mediterranean cultures 

D. a widespread religious upheaval and Islamic conversion 

E. the outbreak of epidemic disease that decimated the population 
3. In the ninth century, the Vikings invaded other European communities primarily to 

A. decide territorial disputes 

B. incite religious fervor 

C. resolve food shortages 

D. establish trade embargoes 

E. cause economic distress 
4. The reemergence of trade brought about by the Crusades was mainly facilitated through the shipping ports of which 

country? 

A. France 

B. Spain 

C. Greece 

D. Portugal 

E. Italy 
5. Which of the following statements about how the Maya and the Aztec were similar is INCORRECT? 

A. They both had a three-tiered social class system. 

B. They both practiced ritual human sacrifice. 

C. They both occupied part of the Yucatán Peninsula. 

D. They both were conquered by the Spaniards. 

E. They both were made up of a collection of city-states. 
1. Which factor was MOST responsible for the collapse of the Mughal Empire? 

A. Enemy invasion 

B. Religious unrest 

C. Economic distress 

D. Peasant revolts 

E. Succession disputes 
2. The Northern Renaissance MOST differed from the Italian Renaissance in that it 

A. failed to significantly emphasize the visual arts 

B. placed greater importance on religious devotion 

C. largely rejected the concept of humanism 

D. did not increase the prevalence of secularism 

E. increased dissonance among Christians 
3. Who developed and taught the doctrine of predestination? 



A. John Knox 

B. Martin Luther 

C. Ulrich Zwingli 

D. John Calvin 

E. Thomas More 
4. Portugal's MAIN motivation for seeking an alternate route to the East was to 

A. establish a direct trading relationship with China 

B. compete with Spain and its holdings in the New World 

C. end the Italian and Muslim dominance of trade 

D. lay claim to all trade rights in the Indian Ocean 

E. begin colonizing key areas of Southwest Asia 
5. The Seven Years' War was MOST beneficial for which nation? 

A. Britain 

B. France 

C. Russia 

D. Spain 

E. Italy 
1. Which of these was part of the French National Assembly's initial plan for government reform? 

A. Constitutional republic 

B. Dictatorship 

C. Limited monarchy 

D. Absolute monarchy 

E. Democracy 
2. The Bill of Rights signed by William and Mary prevented the English monarch from doing all of the following, EXCEPT 

A. interfering with freedom of speech in Parliament 

B. levying taxes without legislative approval 

C. suspending any law passed by Parliament 

D. refusing to hear grievances made by citizens 

E. imprisoning subjects without due cause 
3. The Louisiana Purchase provided France with significant funding for 

A. rehabilitating the economy after Louis XVI's extravagant spending 

B. establishing a new republican government following the failure of the previous one 

C. overthrowing the monarch and starting a new government under the Jacobins 

D. financing Napoléon's campaign to conquer Europe and build a French Empire 

E. rebuilding the nation after the defeat at the Battle of Waterloo 



4. Simón Bolívar was MOST interested in leading revolutions against Spain in the Americas because he wanted to 

A. rule the entire region as a dictator 

B. establish a unified Latin American state 

C. force the Spanish into North America 

D. isolate the region from outside influences 

E. transfer colonial control from Spain to France 
5. In taking the Tennis Court Oath, the National Assembly vowed to 

A. establish a republican government 

B. overthrow the oppressive monarchy 

C. boycott all unfair taxes 

D. write a new state constitution 

E. install a military dictatorship 
1. The beginning of the Industrial Revolution in England primarily resulted from 

A. widespread overpopulation 

B. increased trade 

C. national prosperity 

D. agricultural innovation 

E. abundance of resources 
2. The Berlin Conference of 1884-85 was a meeting of European imperialist powers designed to peacefully negotiate 

A. terms of trade with China 

B. control over the African continent 

C. disputes over ports in Southeast Asia 

D. rights to former Ottoman territories 

E. international trading policies in Europe 
3. The Boxer Rebellion of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was a response to the 

A. forced opening of Japanese ports 

B. oppressive rule of the British in India 

C. foreign intrusion into China 

D. economic distress caused by the French in Vietnam 

E. dominance of the Dutch in Indonesia 
4. Economist Adam Smith's laissez-faire theory supported the notion that governments should 

A. refrain from interfering with private business 

B. exercise direct control over private business 

C. regulate private business only in times of crisis 



D. maintain a set of minimal business regulations 

E. regulate only domestic businesses 
5. Economic imperialism was different from other forms of colonial dominance in that the 

A. colonial territory was entirely dependent on the imperial power 

B. imperialist power directly controlled the government of the colonial territory 

C. region under imperialist influence was controlled by private businesses 

D. imperialist power held exclusive trading rights over a region 

E. colonial territory was allowed to operate its own independent government 
1. Why were Hitler's attacks on Great Britain during World War II ultimately unsuccessful? 

A. The Luftwaffe was unable to inflict significant damage. 

B. American forces came to Britain's aid. 

C. The attacks were too costly for the Nazis to sustain. 

D. German forces could not carry out a ground attack. 

E. The British were able to track Nazi planes with radar. 
2. In 1917, the United States entered World War I after learning of a German plot to 

A. seize control of U.S. territories in Southeast Asia 

B. launch a surprise attack on U.S. naval forces 

C. help Mexico retake land it had lost to the United States 

D. attack several U.S. major coastal cities 

E. destroy any U.S. ocean liners encountered 
3. During the civil war in Russia, most of the people supported Lenin's Red Army because they 

A. feared the White Army would return the czar to power 

B. were promised great economic prosperity by Lenin 

C. wanted to isolate themselves from Western influences 

D. were coerced by aggressive communist propaganda 

E. believed the Red Army would attack them otherwise 
4. What did the term Anschluss mean to Hitler and the Germans? 

A. A surprise attack on enemy forces 

B. The purification of the Aryan race 

C. An invasion of France and Britain 

D. The unification of Germany and Austria 

E. A secret police force 
5. The American military resorted to the use of atomic weapons because 

A. American troops had no way to enter the Japanese mainland 

B. a ground invasion would result in too many casualties 



C. American forces would not be able to access necessary resources on the mainland 

D. Japanese ground forces were supported by additional Korean forces 

E. the American public wanted the war to end as quickly as possible 
1. What is the primary reason the Soviet Union installed communist regimes in Eastern Europe after World War II? 

A. To prevent the spread of democracy 

B. To insulate itself from the West 

C. To take control of trade in the region 

D. To increase its supply of natural resources 

E. To help spread communism through Europe 
2. Why did the Korean War ultimately end in a stalemate? 

A. Because UN forces were unable to penetrate North Korean territory 

B. Because the South Korean government was not supported by the Korean people 

C. Because Soviet forces threatened to enter the battle on North Korea's behalf 

D. Because the Chinese entered the war and forced UN troops to retreat 

E. Because the North Koreans did not have the resources to take South Korea entirely 
3. In response to Ho Chi Minh's victory over the French in 1954, the Geneva Conference 

A. formally condemned Ho and called for his removal 

B. recognized Vietnam as an entirely independent nation 

C. split Vietnam into a communist north and democratic south 

D. enacted international economic embargoes against Vietnam 

E. petitioned the United Nations to send troops to restore French control 
4. The war that followed the formation of the Jewish state of Israel resulted in all of the following, EXCEPT 

A. Israeli control of the West Bank 

B. the establishment of Palestinian refugee camps 

C. Israeli seizure of land intended for the Palestinians 

D. Egyptian control over the Gaza Strip 

E. Israeli victory over Arab forces 
5. Mikhail Gorbachev's policy of perestroika was an attempt to stabilize the Soviet Union by 

A. encouraging discussion about government 

B. reducing political corruption 

C. restructuring the economy 

D. allowing more foreign trade 

E. promoting the further spread of communism 
1. Which of these has been the MOST important factor in the rise of globalized trade? 



A. Increase in world population 

B. Emergence of multinational corporations 

C. Decline in regional national resources 

D. Breakdown of protective tariffs 

E. Enhancement of communications technologies 
2. The Declaration of Human Rights issued by the United Nations in 1948 explicitly stated that all human beings have the 

right to 

A. freedom, equality, and justice 

B. life, liberty, and security of person 

C. liberty, self-governance, and protection of the law 

D. freedom, security, and religious tolerance 

E. life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
3. Which terrorist incident was the first to receive major mainstream media attention? 

A. Oklahoma City bombing 

B. Iran hostage crisis 

C. Israeli athletes at Munich 

D. First World Trade Center bombing 

E. September 11, 2001 
4. Which of these is the MOST significant cause of global warming? 

A. Global overpopulation 

B. Increased urbanization 

C. Nuclear energy 

D. Burning of fossil fuels 

E. Widespread deforestation 
5. In 1997 the United Nations attempted to address the issue of global warming by 

A. producing a treaty meant to help control greenhouse gases 

B. conducting its own independent study of the phenomenon 

C. asking industrial leaders to reduce their carbon dioxide emissions 

D. encouraging the development of alternative energy sources 

E. launching a worldwide global-warming awareness campaign 

 


