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Foreword

Welcome to Princeton Review SAT Prep! The SAT is not a test of
aptitude, how good of a person you are, or how successful you will be
in life. The SAT simply tests how well you take the SAT. And
performing well on the SAT is a skill, one that can be learned like any
other. The Princeton Review was founded more than 35 years ago on
this very simple idea, and—as our students’ test scores show—our
approach is the one that works.

Sure, you want to do well on the SAT, but you don’t need to let the test
intimidate you. As you prepare, remember two important things about
the SAT:

¢ It doesn’t measure the stuff that matters. It measures
neither intelligence nor the depth and breadth of what you're
learning in high school. It doesn’t predict college grades as well as
your high school grades do. Colleges know there is more to you as
a student—and as a person—than what you do in a single 3-hour
test administered on a random Saturday morning.

¢ It underpredicts the college performance of women,
minorities, and disadvantaged students. Historically,
women have done better than men in college but worse on the
SAT. For a test that is used to help predict performance in college,
that’s a pretty poor record.

Your preparation for the SAT starts here. We at The Princeton Review
spend millions of dollars every year improving our methods and
materials so that students are always ready for the SAT, and we’ll get
you ready too.

However, there is no magic pill: just buying this book isn’t going to



improve your scores. Solid score improvement takes commitment and
effort from you. If you read this book carefully and work through the
problems and practice tests included in the book, not only will you be
well-versed in the format of the SAT and the concepts it tests, you will
also have a sound overall strategy and a powerful arsenal of test-taking
strategies that you can apply to whatever you encounter on test day.

In addition to the comprehensive review in SAT Prep, we've included
additional practice online, accessible through our website
—PrincetonReview.com—to make it even more efficient at helping you
to improve your scores. Before doing anything else, be sure to register
your book at PrincetonReview.com/prep. When you do, you’ll gain
access to the most up-to-date information on the SAT, as well as more
SAT and college admissions resources.

The more you take advantage of the resources we’ve included in this
book and the online student tools that go with it, the better you’ll do
on the test. Read the book carefully and learn our strategies. Take the
full-length practice tests under actual timed conditions. Analyze your
performance and focus your efforts where you need improvement.
Perhaps even study with a friend to stay motivated. Attend a free event
at The Princeton Review to learn more about the SAT and how it is
used in the college admissions process. Search our website for an
event that will take place near you or take place online!

This test is challenging, but you’re on the right track. We’ll be with you
all the way.

Good luck!

The Staff of The Princeton Review
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Part1
Orientation

1 The SAT, The Princeton Review, and You
2 SAT Prep: Basic Principles



LET’S GET THIS PARTY STARTED!

You are about to unlock a vast repertoire of powerful strategies that
have one and only one purpose: to help you get a better score on the
SAT. This book contains the collected wisdom of The Princeton
Review, which has spent more than 35 years helping students achieve
higher scores on standardized tests. We’ve devoted millions of dollars
and years of our lives to beating the SAT. It’s what we do (twisted as it
may be), and we want you to benefit from our expertise.

Welcome!

Welcome to the Premium Edition of SAT Prep. This
edition comes chock-full of awesome online
resources, including four more full-length practice
tests, as well as videos, study guides, college
admissions articles, and more. See “Get More
(Free) Content” on this page for step-by-step
instructions for accessing your exclusive Premium
tools. Happy test prepping!

WHAT IS THE PRINCETON REVIEW?

The Princeton Review is the leader in test prep. Our goal is to help
students everywhere crack the SAT and a bunch of other standardized
tests, including the PSAT and ACT as well as graduate-level exams like
the GRE and GMAT. Starting from humble beginnings in 1981, The
Princeton Review is now the nation’s largest SAT preparation
company. We offer courses in more than 500 locations in 20 different
countries, as well as online; we also publish best-selling books, like the
one you're holding, and online resources to get students ready for this
test.



Our techniques work. We developed them after spending countless
hours scrutinizing real SATSs, analyzing them with computers, and
proving our theories in the classroom.

The Princeton Review Way

This book will show you how to score higher on the SAT by teaching
you to:

¢ extract important information from tricky test questions
e take full advantage of the limited time allowed

e systematically answer questions—even if you don’t fully
understand them

e avoid the traps that the SAT has laid for you (and use those traps
to your advantage)

The test is written and administered by the College Board, and they
know that our techniques work. For years, the test-writers claimed
that the SAT couldn’t be coached. But we’ve proven that view wrong,
and they in turn have struggled to find ways of changing the SAT so
that The Princeton Review won’t be able to crack it—in effect,
acknowledging what our students have known all along: that our
techniques really do work. (In fact, the College Board has recently
admitted that students can and should prepare for the SAT. So there!)
The SAT has remained highly vulnerable to our techniques. And the
current version of the SAT is even more susceptible to our methods.
Read this book, work through the drills, take the practice tests, and
you’ll see what we mean.

Study!

If you were getting ready to take a biology test,
you’d study biology. If you were preparing for a
basketball game, you’d practice basketball. So, if
you're preparing for the SAT, you need to study and
practice for the SAT. The exam can'’t test everything
you learn in school (in fact, it tests very little), so
concentrate on learning what it does test.







Chapter 1
The SAT, The Princeton Review, and

You

Welcome! Our job is to help you get the best possible score on the SAT.
This chapter tells you what to expect from the SAT as well as some
specifics about the test. It will also explain how to make the most of all
your Princeton Review materials.



GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SAT

You may have bought this book because you know nothing about the
SAT, or perhaps you took the test once and want to raise your score.
Either way, it’s important to know about the test and the people who
write it. Let’s take a second to discuss some SAT facts: some of them
may surprise you.

What Does the SAT Test?

Just because the SAT features math, reading, and writing questions
doesn’t mean that it reflects what you learned in school. You can ace
calculus or write like Faulkner and still struggle with the SAT. The
test-writers claim that the test predicts how well you will do in college
by measuring “reasoning ability,” but all the SAT really measures is
how well you take the SAT. It does not reveal how smart—or how good
—a person you are.

Who Writes the SAT?

Even though colleges and universities make wide use of the SAT,
they’re not the ones who write the test. That’s the job of the College
Board, the organization that creates the tests and decides how they
will be administered and used.

The test-writers are often criticized for the SAT. Many educators have
argued that the test does not measure the skills you really need for
college. This led them in 2005 to overhaul the entire test, only to
revise it all over again in early 2016. The important takeaway here is
that the people who write the SAT are professional test-writers, and,
with some practice, it’s possible to beat them at their own game.

Wait, Who Writes This Test?

You may be surprised to learn that the people who
write SAT test questions are NOT necessarily
teachers or college professors. The people who
write the SAT are professional test-writers, not
superhuman geniuses, so you can beat them at




their own game.

What’s on the SAT?

The SAT is 3 hours long, or 3 hours and 50 minutes long if you choose
to take the optional 50-minute essay. Note that while the essay is
optional for many colleges, some schools do require it. Be sure to
research the colleges you're interested in to find out if they require the
essay. The SAT consists of the following:

e 1 multiple-choice Reading Test (52 questions, 65 minutes)

¢ 1 multiple-choice Writing and Language Test (44 questions, 35
minutes)

e 1 Math Test, consisting of a No Calculator section (20 questions,
25 minutes) and a Calculator section (38 questions, 55 minutes)

¢ the optional essay (50 minutes)

Key Takeaway

What really matters to you as a test-taker is how the
test is divided up and what YOU need to know to
crack it!

Both sections of the Math Test contain some student-produced-
response questions called Grid-Ins, but all other non-Essay questions
on the exam are multiple choice. All multiple-choice sections on the
SAT have four possible answer choices.

Each part of this book covers these tests in detail, but here’s a brief
rundown of what you can expect.

Want More?




For even more practice, check out 70 Practice Tests
for the SAT.

Reading Test

Your scores on the Reading Test and the Writing and Language Test
(see below) together make up your Evidence-Based Reading and
Writing score on the SAT. The Reading Test is 65 minutes long and
consists of 52 questions, all of which are passage based and multiple
choice. Passages may be paired with informational graphics, such as
charts or graphs, and there will be a series of questions based on a pair
of passages. The selected passages will be from previously published
works in the areas of world literature, history/social studies, and
science. Questions based on science passages may ask you to analyze
data or hypotheses, while questions on literature passages will focus
more on literary concepts like theme, mood, and characterization. The
main goal of the Reading Test is to measure your ability to understand
words in context as well as find and analyze evidence.

Writing and Language Test

The Writing and Language Test is 35 minutes long and consists of 44
questions, which are also multiple choice and based on passages.
However, instead of asking you to analyze a passage, questions will
require you to proofread and edit the passage. This means you will
have to correct grammar and word choice, as well as make larger
changes to the organization or content of the passage.

Math Test

You will have a total of 80 minutes to complete the Math Test, which,
as mentioned earlier, is divided into two sections: No Calculator
(Section 3; 25 minutes, 20 questions) and Calculator (Section 4; 55
minutes, 38 questions). Most questions are multiple choice, but there
are also a handful of what College Board calls Student-produced
Response questions, which are also known as Grid-Ins. For Grid-In
questions, instead of choosing from four answer choices, you’ll have to
work through a question and then enter your answer on your answer
sheet by bubbling in the appropriate numbers. We'll discuss this in



more detail in Chapter 18. Exactly 13 of the 58 math questions will be
Grid-Ins.

The Math Test covers four main content areas, which the College
Board has named the following: (1) Heart of Algebra, (2) Problem
Solving and Data Analysis, (3) Passport to Advanced Math, and (4)
Additional Topics in Math. This last section includes complex
numbers and topics in geometry and trigonometry. Part IV of this
book covers each of these content areas in depth.

Optional Essay

While the essay is technically optional, some colleges require you take
it before you apply for admission. It’s important that you research
each of the schools youre applying to and determine whether the
essay is an admissions requirement. The essay requires you to read a
short passage and explain how the author builds his or her argument.
The test-writers want to see how you comprehend a text and
demonstrate that understanding in writing, using evidence from the
passage.

P—

Unlock Premium Content!

Enhance your test prep with your Premium online
resources, like helpful video tutorials and week-by-
week study guides. Plus, use the “SAT Insider” to
help navigate college admissions, applications,
financial aid, and more.

Scoring on the SAT

The SAT is scored on a scale of 400 to 1600, which is a combination of
your scores for Evidence-Based Reading and Writing (a combination
of your Reading and Writing and Language scores, scored from 200 to
800) and Math (also scored from 200 to 800). The exam also has a



detailed scoring system that includes cross-test scores and subscores
based on your performance on each of the three tests. Your score
report for the SAT will feature scores for each of the following;:

Total Score (1): The sum of the two section scores (Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing, Math), ranging from 400 to 1600

Section Scores (2): Evidence-Based Reading and Writing,
ranging from 200 to 800; Math, also ranging from 200 to 800

Test Scores (3): Reading Test, Writing and Language Test, Math
Test, each of which is scored on a scale from 10 to 40

Cross-Test Scores (2): Each is scored on a scale from 10 to 40
and based on selected questions from the three tests (Reading,
Writing and Language, Math):

1. Analysis in History/Social Studies

2. Analysis in Science

Subscores (7): Each of the following receives a score from 1 to
15:

1. Command of Evidence (Reading; Writing and Language)

2. Words in Context (Reading; Writing and Language)

3. Expression of Ideas (Writing and Language)

4. Standard English Conventions (Writing and Language)

5. Heart of Algebra (Math)

6. Problem Solving and Data Analysis (Math)

7. Passport to Advanced Math (Math)

This scoring structure was designed to help provide a more holistic
profile of students’ skills and knowledge, as well as readiness for
college. However, colleges aren’t likely to look at the cross-test scores
or the subscores.

A Note on Essay Scoring

If you choose to write the essay, you will be graded
by two readers in three areas: Reading, Writing, and



Analysis. Your total essay score will be on a 2- to 8-
point scale for each of the three areas. See Part V
for more on the essay and how it is scored.

To get a better idea of how the Writing and Language score and the
Reading score work together, see the following chart.

WA&L Scale Score

10 15 20 25 30 35 40

10 200 250 300 350 400 450 500

15 250 300 350 400 450 500 550

Reading | 20 300 350 400 450 500 550 600
Scale 25 350 400 450 500 550 600 650
Score 30 400 450) 500 550 600 650 700
35 450 500 550 600 650 700 750

40 500 550 600 650 700 750 800

Since the two verbal sections are tied together, an improvement in
either area will increase your Evidence-Based Reading and Writing
score. The Math score is a bit less complicated, with a direct
relationship between the Math Test Score and the number of questions
answered correctly in the Math sections.

Math Scale Score
Scaled Score Raw Points
350 12
400 16
450 20
500 26
550 32
600 39
650 44




700 50

750 54
800 58

When Is the SAT Given?

The SAT schedule for the school year is posted on the College Board
website at www.collegeboard.org. There are two ways to sign up for
the test. You can either sign up online by going to
www.collegeboard.org and clicking on the SAT link, or sign up through
the mail with an SAT registration booklet, which may be available at
your school guidance counselor’s office.

Try to sign up for the SAT as soon as you know when you want to take
the test. If you wait until the last minute to sign up, there may not be
any open spots in the testing centers.

If you require any special accommodations while taking the test
(including, but not limited to, extra time or assistance),
www.collegeboard.org has information about applying for those
accommodations. Make sure to apply early; we recommend applying
six months before you plan to take the test.

Stay on Schedule

Although you may take the SAT any time starting
freshman year, most students take it for the first
time in the spring of their junior year and may retake
it in the fall of their senior year. In addition, you may
need to take SAT Subject Tests (some colleges,
especially competitive ones, require or recommend
them), so don'’t leave everything until the last
minute. You can’t take SAT and SAT Subject Tests
on the same day. Sit down and plan a schedule.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

This book is organized to provide as much—or as little—support as you



need, so you can use it in whatever way will be helpful to improving
your score on the SAT. But before you can decide how to use this book,
you should take a practice test to determine your strengths and
weaknesses and figure out how to make an effective study plan. If
you're feeling test-phobic, remind yourself that a practice test is a tool
for diagnosing yourself—it’s not how well you do that matters, but how
you use the information gleaned from your performance to guide your
preparation.

So, before you read any further, take Practice Test 1, which starts on
this page of Part VII. Be sure to take it in one sitting to mimic the real
test-taking experience, and remember to follow the instructions that
appear at the beginning of each section of the exam.

After you take the test, go online and input your answers to get a
detailed score report or check your answers against the Answers and
Explanations that start on this page, reflect on your performance, and
determine the areas in which you need to improve. Which sections or
types of questions presented the most difficulty to you? Which
sections or types of questions did you feel most confident about?
Based on your performance on each of the sections, should you focus
your study more on math, reading, or writing?

Scoring Your Practice Tests

At the end of each Answers and Explanations
chapter, we've provided a table and step-by-step
equation to help you score your practice test and
determine how your performance would translate to
the actual SAT. You can also generate a detailed
online score report in your Student Tools. Follow the
steps on the “Get More (Free) Content” spread at
the front of this book to access this awesome
feature.

How you answer those questions will affect how you engage with Part
IT (How to Crack the Reading Test), Part III (How to Crack the
Writing and Language Test), Part IV (How to Crack the Math Test),



and Part V (How to Crack the Essay) of this book. Each of these parts
is designed to give a comprehensive review of the content tested on the
SAT, including the level of detail you need to know and how the
content is tested. At the end of each of these chapters, you’ll have the
opportunity to assess your mastery of the content covered through
targeted drills that reflect the types of questions and level of difficulty
you’ll see on the actual exam.

In addition to content review, this book provides essential test-taking
strategies that will help you avoid traps and manage your time in order
to maximize the number of points available to you. Strategies are
discussed in every content chapter, but you can also find a helpful
overview in Chapter 2 of the ones that come up frequently
throughout the book. Chapter 2 will help you think about your
approach to the various question types on the exam.

You'll have the chance to apply these strategies in Part VII, which
contains the remaining practice tests. If you need additional practice,
you can download four more practice tests online by registering your
book on our website and following the steps to access your online
resources. (See “Get More (Free) Content” on this page.) You do not
have to take every practice test available to you, but doing so will allow
you to continually gauge your performance, address your deficiencies,
and improve. And, our experience at The Princeton Review has shown
that students who take more practice tests tend to see greater score
improvement.

And remember, your prep should not end with this book. There are a
host of resources available to you online, including the online tools
accompanying this book (see the “Get More (Free) Content” spread at
the front of this book) as well as the College Board website,
www.collegeboard.org.




Get More Online

Want even more practice? Be sure to register your
book to gain access to your Student Tools, which
contain a ton of Premium content to help boost your
test prep, including four additional full-length
practice tests, along with answers and explanations.




Chapter 2
Cracking the SAT: Basic Principles

The first step to cracking the SAT is knowing how best to approach the
test. The SAT is not like the tests you’ve taken in school, so you need to
learn to look at it in a different way. This chapter provides and
explains test-taking strategies that will immediately improve your
score. Make sure you fully understand these concepts before moving
on to Part II. Good luck!



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF CRACKING THE TEST

What the College Board Does Well

The folks at the College Board have been writing standardized tests for
a long time. They have administered the SAT so many times that they
know exactly how you will approach it. They know how you’ll attack
certain questions, what sort of mistakes you’ll probably make, and
even what answer you’ll be most likely to pick. Freaky, isn’t it?

However, this strength is also a weakness. Because the test is
standardized, the SAT asks the same type of questions over and over
again. Sure, the numbers or the words might change, but the basics
don’t. With enough practice, you can learn to think like the test-
writers. But try to use your powers for good, okay?

The SAT Isn’t School

Our job isn’t to teach you math or English—leave that to your super
smart school teachers. Instead, we’re going to teach you what the SAT
is and how to crack it. You'll soon see that the SAT involves a very
different skill set.

Be warned that some of the approaches we’re going to show you may
seem counterintuitive or unnatural. Some of these strategies may be
very different from the way you learned to approach similar questions
in school, but trust us! Try tackling the questions using our
techniques, and keep practicing until they become easier. When you
do this, you’ll see a real improvement in your score.

Let’s take a look at the questions.

No Wrong-Answer Penalty!

You will NOT be penalized on the SAT for any wrong
answers. This means you should always guess, even if



kthis means choosing an answer at random. J

Cracking Multiple-Choice Questions
What’s the capital of Azerbaijan?

Give up?

Unless you spend your spare time studying an atlas, you may not even
know that Azerbaijan is a real country, much less what its capital is. If
this question came up on a test, you'd have to skip it, wouldn’t you?
Well, maybe not. To find out if you can figure out the answer anyway,
let’s turn this question into a multiple-choice question—just like all the
questions on the SAT Reading Test and Writing and Language Test,
and the majority of questions you’ll find on the SAT Math Test.

What is the capital of Azerbaijan?
A) Washington, D.C.
B) Paris
C) London
D) Baku

The question doesn’t seem that hard anymore, does it? Of course, we
made our example extremely easy. (By the way, there won’t actually be
any questions about geography that aren’t answered by an
accompanying passage or figure on the SAT.) But you’d be surprised
by how many people give up on SAT questions that aren’t much more
difficult than this one just because they don’t know the correct answer
right off the top of their heads. “Capital of Azerbaijan? Oh, no! I've
never heard of Azerbaijan!”

These students don’t stop to think that they might be able to find the
correct answer simply by eliminating all of the answer choices they



know are wrong.

You Already Know Almost All of the Answers

All but a handful of the questions on the SAT are multiple-choice
questions, and every multiple-choice question has four answer
choices. One of those choices, and only one, will be the correct answer
to the question. You don’t have to come up with the answer from
scratch. You just have to identify it.

How will you do that?

Look for the Wrong Answers Instead of the Right Ones
Why? Because wrong answers are usually easier to find than the right
ones. After all, there are more of them! Remember the question about
Azerbaijan? Even though you didn’t know the answer off the top of
your head, you easily figured it out by eliminating the three obviously
incorrect choices. You looked for wrong answers first.

In other words, you used Process of Elimination, which we’ll call POE
for short. This is an extremely important concept, one we’ll come back
to again and again. It’s one of the keys to improving your SAT score.
When you finish reading this book, you will be able to use POE to
answer many questions that you may not understand.

The great artist Michelangelo once said that when he looked at a block
of marble, he could see a statue inside. All he had to do to make a
sculpture was to chip away everything that wasn’t part of it. You
should approach difficult multiple-choice questions on the SAT in the
same way, by “chipping away” the answers that are not correct. By first
eliminating the most obviously incorrect choices on difficult questions,
you will be able to focus your attention on the few choices that remain.

It’'s Not About Circling the Right Answer
Physically marking in your test booklet what you think



of certain answers can help you narrow down choices,
take the best possible guess, and save time! Try using
the following notations:

¢/ Put a check mark next to an answer that seems
correct.

~ Put a squiggle next to an answer that seems kinda
right.

? Put a question mark next to an answer you don’t

understand.

# Cross out the letter of any answer choice you
KNOW is wrong.

You can always come up with your own system.
Just make sure you are consistent.

N J

PROCESS OF ELIMINATION (POE)

There won’t be many questions on the SAT in which incorrect choices
will be as easy to eliminate as they were on the Azerbaijan question.
But if you read this book carefully, you'll learn how to eliminate at
least one choice on almost any SAT multiple-choice question, if not

two or even three choices.

For more test-taking information and strategies,
including POE, check out the online videos available
in your Student Tools!

What good is it to eliminate just one or two choices on a four-choice



SAT question?

Plenty. In fact, for most students, it’s an important key to earning
higher scores. Here’s another example:

=

What is the capital of Qatar?
A) Paris

B) Dukhan

C) Tokyo

D) Doha

On this question you’ll almost certainly be able to eliminate two of the
four choices by using POE. That means you’re still not sure of the
answer. You know that the capital of Qatar has to be either Doha or
Dukhan, but you don’t know which.

Should you skip the question and go on? Or should you guess?

Close Your Eyes and Point

There is no guessing penalty on the SAT, so you should bubble
something for every question. If you get down to two answers, just
pick one of them. There’s no harm in doing so.

You'’re going to hear a lot of mixed opinions about what you should
bubble or whether you should bubble at all. Let’s clear up a few
misconceptions about guessing.

FALSE: Don’t answer a question unless you’re absolutely sure of the
answer.

You will almost certainly have teachers and guidance
counselors who tell you this. Don’t listen to them! The SAT
does not penalize you for wrong answers (though it used
to). Put something down for every question: you might get



a freebie.
FALSE: If you have to guess, guess (C).

This is a weird misconception, and obviously it’s not true.
Each answer choice appears roughly equally on the SAT
(we've checked!). As a general rule, if someone says
something really weird-sounding about the SAT, it’s
usually safest not to believe that person.

FALSE: Always pick the [fill in the blank].

Be careful with directives that tell you that this or that
answer or type of answer is always right. It’s much safer to
learn the rules and to have a solid guessing strategy in
place.

As far as guessing is concerned, we do have a small piece of
advice. First and foremost, make sure of one thing:

[ Answer every question on the SAT. There’s no penalty. ]

LETTER OF THE DAY (LOTD)

Sometimes you won'’t be able to eliminate any answers, and sometimes
there will be questions that you won’t have time to look at. For those,
we have a simple solution. Pick a “letter of the day,” or LOTD (from A
to D), and choose that answer choice for questions for which you can’t
eliminate any answers or do not have time to do.

This is a quick and easy way to make sure that you’ve answered every
question. (Remember, you are not penalized for wrong answers!) It
also has some potential statistical advantages. If all the answers show
up about one-fourth of the time and you guess the same answer every
time you have to guess, you're likely to get a couple of freebies.



LOTD should absolutely be an afterthought; it’s far more important
and helpful to your score to eliminate answer choices. But for those
questions you don’t know at all, LOTD is better than full-on random
guessing or no strategy at all.

Are You Ready?

Check out Are You Ready for the SAT and ACT? to
brush up on essential skills for these exams and
beyond.

PACE YOURSELF

LOTD should remind you about something very important: there’s a
very good chance that you won’t attempt every question on the test.

Think about it this way. There are 5 passages and 52 questions on the
Reading Test. You've got 65 minutes to complete those questions.
Now, everyone knows that the Reading Test is super long and boring,
and 52 questions in 65 minutes probably sounds like a ton. The great
news is that you don’t have to work all 52 of these questions. After all,
do you think you read most effectively when you're in a huge rush?
You might do better if you worked only four of the passages and filled
in your LOTD on the rest. There’s nothing in the test booklet that says
that you can’t work at your own pace.

Pace, Don’t Race

For more about pacing on the SAT, watch the online




video tutorials available in your Student Tools.

Let’s say you do all 52 Reading questions and get half of them right.
What raw score do you get from that? That’s right: 26.

Now, let’s say you do only three of the 10-question Reading passages
and get all of them right. It’s conceivable that you could because you’ve
now got all this extra time. What kind of raw score would you get from
this method? You bet: 30—and maybe even a little higher because
you’ll get a few freebies from your Letter of the Day.

In this case, and on the SAT as a whole, slowing down can get you
more points. Unless you're currently scoring in the 650+ range on the
two sections, you shouldn’t be working all the questions. We'll go into
this in more detail in the later chapters, but for now remember this:

4 N
Slow down, score more. You're not scored on how many

questions you do. You're scored on how many questions
you answer correctly. Doing fewer questions can mean

more correct answers overall!
\_ J

EMBRACE YOUR POOD

Embrace your what now? POOD! It stands for “Personal Order of
Difficulty.” One of the things that SAT has dispensed with altogether is
a strict Order of Difficulty—in other words, an arrangement of
questions that places easy questions earlier in the test than hard ones.
Even the supposed Order of Difficulty in the Math sections is very
loose. In the absence of this Order of Difficulty (OOD), you need to be
particularly vigilant about applying your Personal Order of Difficulty
(POOD).

Think about it this way. There’s someone writing the words that you're
reading right now. So what happens if you are asked, What are the



names of the people who worked on Princeton Review SAT Prep? Do
you know the answer to that question? Maybe not. Do we know the
answer to that question? Absolutely.

So you can’t exactly say that that question is “difficult,” but you can say
that certain people would have an easier time answering it.

As we’ve begun to suggest with our Pacing, POE, and Letter of the Day
strategies, our strategies are all about making the test your own, to
whatever extent that is possible. We call this idea POOD because we
believe it is essential that you identify the questions that you find easy
or hard and that you work the test in a way most suitable to your goals
and strengths. Make sure you answer all the questions you find easier
to do before you even think about tackling the ones that are harder for
you.

As you familiarize yourself with the rest of our strategies, keep all of
this in mind. You may be surprised to find out how you perform on
particular question types and sections. The SAT may be standardized,
but the biggest improvements are usually reserved for those who can
treat the test in a personalized, non-standardized way.

A Note on Question Numbering

You may notice that the practice questions and drill
questions found in this book, particularly the math
chapters, are not always numbered sequentially. In
other words, you may see a math drill with
questions numbered 6, 7, 13, 32, and 37, for
example. We've done this to indicate where a given
question may show up on the actual exam, and thus
help you anticipate where a certain topic may be
tested and how.




Summary

(¢]

When you don’t know the right answer to a multiple-choice

question, look for wrong answers instead. They’re usually easier to
find.

When you find a wrong answer, cross it off with your pencil. In
other words, use Process of Elimination, or POE.

There’s no guessing penalty on the SAT, so there’s no reason NOT
to guess.

There are bound to be at least a few questions you simply don’t get
to or ones on which you’re finding it difficult to eliminate even one
answer choice. When this happens, use the LOTD (Letter of the
Day) strategy.

Pace yourself. Remember, you’re not scored on how many
questions you answer, but on how many questions you answer
correctly. Focus on working slowly and steadily.

Make the test your own. When you can work the test to suit your
strengths (and use our strategies to overcome any weaknesses),
you’ll be on your way to a higher score.
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Chapter 3
The Reading Test: Basic Approach

Half of your Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score comes from
the Reading Test, a 65-minute test that requires you to answer 52
questions spread out over five passages. The questions will ask you to
do everything from determining the meaning of words in context to
deciding an author’s purpose for a detail to finding the main idea of a
whole passage to pinpointing information on a graph. Each passage
ranges from 500 to 750 words and has 10 or 11 questions. Time will be
tight on this test. The purpose of this chapter is to introduce you to a
basic approach that will streamline how you take the test and allow
you to focus on only what you need to get your points.



SAT READING: CRACKING THE PASSAGES

You read every day. From street signs to novels to the back of the
cereal box, you spend a good part of your day recognizing written
words. So this test should be pretty easy, right?

Unfortunately, reading on the SAT is different from reading in real life.
In real life, you read passively. Your eyes go over the words, the words
go into your brain, and some stick and some don’t. On the SAT, you
have to read actively, which means trying to find specific information
to answer specific questions. Once you’ve found the information you
need, you have to understand what it’s actually saying.

Want more strategy tips? We’ve got you covered.
Check out our online videos for more information on
strategies to help you on every section of the SAT.

Reading on the SAT is also very different from the reading you do in
school. In English class, you are often asked to give your own opinion
and support it with evidence from a text. You might have to explain
how Scout Finch and Boo Radley in To Kill a Mockingbird are,
metaphorically speaking, mockingbirds. Or you might be asked to
explain who is actually responsible for the tragedies in Romeo and
Juliet. On the SAT, however, there is no opinion. You don’t have the
opportunity to justify why your answer is the right one. That means
there is only one right answer, and your job is to find it. It’s the
weirdest scavenger hunt ever.

Your Mission:

Read five passages and answer 10 or 11 questions for each passage (or



set of passages). Get as many points as you can.

Unless you are aiming for a top score, you should not be answering all
the questions. See the chart below to determine how many questions
you need to answer correctly to get your target Reading Test score.

For a Reading Test | You need about this
Score of: many Correct
Answers:

10 <3

12

14 7

16 10

18 14

20 18

22 21

24 26

26 29

28 33

30 37

32 41

34 44

36 47

38 50

40 52

Okay, so how do you get those points? Let’s start with the instructions
for the Reading Test.



DIRECTIONS

Each passage or pair of passages below is followed by a
number of questions. After reading each passage or pair,
choose the best answer to each question based on what is
stated or implied in the passage or passages and in any
accompanying graphics (such as a table or graph).

Great news! This is an open-book test. Notice the directions say based
on what is stated or implied in the passage. This means that you are
NOT being tested on whether you have read, studied, and become an
expert on the Constitution, The Great Gatsby, or your biology
textbook. All the test-writers care about is whether or not you can read
a text and understand it well enough to correctly answer some
questions about it. Unlike the Math and Writing and Language Tests,
there are no formulas to memorize or comma rules to learn for the
Reading Test. You just need to know how to approach the passages,
questions, and answer choices in a way that maximizes your accuracy
and efficiency. It’s all about the text! (No thinking!)

Another awesome thing about an open-book test is that you don’t have
to waste time reading every single word of the passage and trying to
become an expert on whatever the topic is. You have the passage right
there in front of you. So, move back and forth between the passage and
the questions, focusing only on what you need to know instead of
getting mired down in all the little details.

POOD and the Reading Test

You will get all five of the reading passages at the same time, so use
that to your advantage. Take a quick look through the whole section
and figure out the best order in which to do the passages. Depending
on your target score, you may be able to skip an entire passage or two,
so figure out which passages are likely to get you the most points and



do those first.
Consider the following;:

e Type of passage: There will be 1 literature passage, 2 science
passages, and 2 history/social studies passages. If you like to read
novels and short stories, the literature passage may be a good
place to start. If you prefer nonfiction, you might consider tackling
the science and history/social studies passages first.

e Topic of passage: The blurb preceding the passage will give you
some basic information about the passage, which may help you
decide whether to do the passage or skip it.

e Types of questions: Do the questions have a good number of
line references and lead words? Will you be able to find what
you’re looking for relatively quickly, or will you have to spend
more time wading through the passage to find the information you
need?

Don’t forget: On any questions or passages that you
skip, always fill in your LOTD!

Basic Approach for the Reading Test
Follow these steps for every Reading passage. We'll go over these in
greater detail in the next few pages.

1. Read the Blurb. The short paragraph at the beginning of each
passage may not contain a lot of information, but it can be helpful
for identifying the type of passage, as well as the source.

2. Select and Understand a Question. For the most part, do
the questions in order, saving the general questions for last and
using your LOTD on any questions or passages you want to skip.

3. Read What You Need. Don’t read the whole passage! Use line



references and lead words to find the reference for the question,
and then carefully read a window of about 10—12 lines (usually
about 5 or 6 lines above and below the line reference/lead word)
to find the answer to the question.

4. Predict the Correct Answer. Your prediction should come
straight from the text. Don’t analyze or paraphrase. Often, you’ll
be able to find a sentence or phrase in the text that you can
actually underline to predict the answer.

5. Use POE. Eliminate anything that isn’t consistent with your
prediction. Don’t necessarily try to find the right answer
immediately, because there is a good chance you won'’t see an
answer choice that you like. If you can eliminate choices that you
know are wrong, though, you’ll be closer to the right answer. If
you can’t eliminate three answers with your prediction, use the
POE criteria (which we’ll talk about later on).

e )
“Where the Money Is”

A reporter once asked notorious thief Willie Sutton why
he robbed banks. Legend has it that his answer was,
“Because that’s where the money is.” While reading
comprehension is much safer and more productive than
larceny, the same principle applies. Concentrate on the
questions and answer choices because that’s where the
points are. The passage is just a place for the test-
writers to stash facts and details. You'll find them when
you need to. What’s the point of memorizing all 67
pesky details about plankton if you're asked about only
127

N J

Let’s see these steps in action!

What follows is a sample reading passage followed by a series of
questions. Don’t start working the passage right away. In fact, you



can’t, because we’ve removed the answer choices. Just turn to this
page, where we will begin going through each step of the Reading
Basic Approach using this sample passage and questions.

SAMPLE PASSAGE AND QUESTIONS

Here is an example of an SAT Reading passage and questions. We will
use this passage to illustrate the Reading Basic Approach throughout
this chapter. You don’t need to do the questions now, but you might
want to paperclip this page so it’s easy to flip back to later.

Questions 11-21 are based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Linton Weeks'’s “The Windshield-Pitting
Mystery of 1954.” © 2015 by NPR History Department.



Line

10

15

20

25

The nationwide weirdness that was the
Windshield-Pitting Mystery began in the spring of
1954. Looking back at the events today may give us
a window—OK, a windshield—on the makeup and
the mindset of mid-20th-century America.

The epidemic’s epicenter, according to
HistoryLink—an online compendium of
Washington state history—was the town of
Bellingham, where “tiny holes, pits, and dings...
seemingly appeared in the windshields of cars at an
unprecedented rate” in late March.

“Panicked residents,” the website reports,
suspected “everything from cosmic rays to sand-
flea eggs to fallout from H-bomb tests””

In Canton, Ohio, some 1,000 residents
notified police that their windshields had been
“blemished in a mysterious manner,” the Daily
Mail of Hagerstown, MD reported on April 17.
And United Press in New York noted on April 20
that “new reports of mysterious windshield pittings
came in today almost as fast as theories about what
causes them.” A Canadian scientist posited that
the marks were made by the skeletons of minute
marine creatures that had been propelled into
the air by hydrogen bomb testing in the Pacific
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Ocean. In Utah, someone suggested that acid from
flying bugs might be the source of the windshield-
denting, but a Brigham Young University biologist
disproved the theory, the Provo Daily Herald
reported on June 27. As summer rolled on, reports
of pitting decreased everywhere and the country
moved on to building backyard fallout shelters.

But the question remains: What about those
pitted windshields?

For guidance, we turn to Missouri State
University sociologist David Rohall, who has
taught courses in social movements and collective
behavior for more than a decade. “Much of what

happens in society is a numbers game,” Rohall
says. “If you have more people, any phenomenon
starts to appear more common if you focus on any
one event or behavior. Even something that is very
infrequent may start to appear to be a trend, he
says, “when you aggregate those events. There are
millions of cars in Washington state but thousands
of cases of pitting. While thousands sounds like a
huge phenomenon, it represents less than 1 percent
of cars. If everyone is looking for and reporting it,
it would appear to be a conspiracy of some sort.”
Windshield-pitting, Rohall says, “may be more
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like crop circles in which there is physical evidence
that ‘something’ happened but no one is certain

of the cause. Of course, we have since found
evidence that, in some cases, people utilize special
equipment to make those crop circles. The cause
of the pitting is different because it would be very
difficult to capture someone creating them.”

“Most people in the field no longer believe in
mass hysteria as a cause of large-group behavior,”
Rohall says. “The idea came from Gustave Le Bon,
a French theorist trying to explain the strange
behavior of large groups during the French
Revolution, in which average citizens began killing
large numbers of people via the guillotine. What
would cause them to do such a heinous thing?”

Even if the theory were true, Rohall says, “it is
designed to be applied to situations of heightened
emotional arousal—for example: large crowds.
While the ideas about pitting may have ‘caught
on among people in the region, I doubt it was an
emotional contagion that drove them to actin a
particular way.”

“War of the Worlds is a wonderful example of
how the media emphasizes the few ‘real cases’ of
hysteria without recognizing that the vast majority



of people knew that the radio program was
fictional and did nothing,” Rohall adds. “Like crop
circles, we know that some of them are man-made,
so might these pits. However, the media may have

80 had people start noticing the pits that had already
been there”

He likens the experience to this: “It is very
common for people to believe that they have
contracted an illness when they hear a doctor

85 describe a medical problem and the symptoms
associated with that problem. I suspect that most
people already had these pits all along and only
attributed it to the mysterious cause when they
heard other people doing it. Still others may have

o0 resulted from vandalism or new cases from simple
accidents—debris from the roads. Is this hysteria
or simply logical thinking utilizing information
from the media and their own situation—a pitted
car? Some research about supposed ‘hysteria’ really

95 shows that people are not hysterical at all”

These are the questions for the passage. We’ve removed the answer
choices because, for now, we just want you to see the different
question types the SAT will ask. Don’t worry about answering these
here; we’ll walk you through some of them in this chapter.

11

The central claim of the passage is that

12

The author most likely mentions the Canadian scientist (line 22)
and the Utah resident (line 26) in order to



13

The author’s statement that the “country moved on to building
backyard fallout shelters” (lines 31—32) implies that Americans

14

As used in line 41, “common” most nearly means

15

The passage indicates that an effect of aggregating events is

16

According to the passage, what percent of cars in Washington
suffered damage?

17

Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the
previous question?

18

The author most likely mentions War of the Worlds in line 73 in
order to

19

The quotation marks around the word “hysteria” in line 94 most
likely indicate

20




Based on the passage, the author most likely agrees that “pitting”
is

21

Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the
previous question?

STEPS OF THE BASIC APPROACH

The Strategy
1. Read the Blurb

Step 1: Read the Blurb

You should always begin by reading the blurb (the introductory
material preceding the passage). The blurb gives you the title of the
piece, as well as the author and the publication date. Typically, the
blurb won’t have much more information than that, but it’ll be enough
for you to identify whether the passage is literature, history/social
studies, or science. It will also give you a sense of what the passage will
be about and can help you make a POOD (Personal Order of Difficulty)
decision about when to do the passage.

Read the blurb at the beginning of the passage on this page. Based on
the blurb, is this a literature, history/social studies, or science
passage? What will the passage be about?

The Strategy
1. Read the Blurb
2. Select and Understand a Question

Step 2: Select and Understand a Question

Select...



Notice that the steps of the Basic Approach have you jumping straight
from the blurb to the questions. There is no “Read the Passage” step.
You get points for answering questions, not for reading the passage, so
go straight to the questions.

On a school test, you probably answer the questions in order. That
seems logical and straightforward. However, doing the questions in
order on a Reading passage can set you up for a serious time issue.
According to the College Board, the order of the questions “is also as
natural as possible, with general questions about central ideas,
themes, point of view, overall text structure, and the like coming early
in the sequence, followed by more localized questions about details,
words in context, evidence, and the like.” So to sum it up: the general
questions come first, followed by the specific questions.

That question structure works great in an English class, when you
have plenty of time to read and digest the text on your own. But when
you're trying to get through five passages in just over an hour, you
don’t have time for that. So, instead of starting with the general
questions and then answering the specific questions, we’re going to
flip that and do the specific questions first.

Look back at the questions on this page.
What does the first question ask you about?

In order to answer that question, you’d have to read what part of the
passage?

What you do not want to do is read the whole passage. So skip that
first question. You’ll come back to it, but not until you’ve done the
specific questions. Once you go through and answer all (or most) of
the specific questions, you’ll have a really good idea what the test-
writers think is important. You’ll also have read most of the passage,
so answering the general questions will be easy.

Remember we mentioned earlier that the questions are in



chronological order? Look at the line references in the specific
questions. What do you notice about them?

Yup; they’re in sequential order! So work through them as they’re
given, and you’ll work through the passage from beginning to end.
Avoid getting stuck on questions, though. If you find yourself
stumped, use your LOTD and move on to the next question. You can
always come back if you have time.

Based on that logic, let’s skip the first question and move on to the
second question.

...and Understand

Once you've selected a question, you need to make sure you
understand what it’s asking. Reading questions are often not in
question format. Instead, they will make statements such as, “The
author’s primary reason for mentioning the gadfly is to,” and then the
answer choices will follow. Make sure that you understand the
question by turning it into a question—that is, back into a sentence
that ends with a question mark and begins with Who/What/Why.
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The author most likely mentions the Canadian scientist (line 22)
and the Utah resident (line 26) in order to

What is this question asking?

Rephrase the Question...
...so that it asks:

Who?

What?

Why?

Notice the phrase in order to at the end of the question. That phrase
lets you know the question can be rephrased as a “why” question. So



for this particular question, you want to figure out “Why does the
author mention the Canadian scientist and the Utah resident?”

The Strategy

1. Read the Blurb

2. Select and Understand a Question
3. Read What You Need

Step 3: Read What You Need

Line Reference and Lead Words

Many questions will refer you to a specific set of lines or to a particular
paragraph, so you won’t need to read the entire passage to answer
those questions. Those are line references. Other questions may not
give you a line reference, but may ask about specific names, quotes, or
phrases that are easy to spot in the text. We'll call those lead words.
It’s important to remember that the line reference or lead word shows
you where the question is mentioned in the passage, but you’ll have to
read more than that single line in order to find the answer in the
passage.

i )

5 Above, 5 Below

5 is the magic number when it comes to line
reference questions. Read 5 lines above the line
reference and then 5 lines below it to get all of the
information you need in order to answer the
question correctly.

If you read a window of about five lines above and five lines below
each line reference or lead word, you should find the information you
need. It’s important to note that while you do not need to read more



than these 10—12 lines of text, you usually cannot get away with
reading less. If you read only the lines from the line reference, you will
very likely not find the information you need to answer the question.
Read carefully! You should be able to put your finger on the particular
phrase, sentence, or set of lines that answers your question. If you save
the general questions that relate to the passage as a whole for last,
then by the time you begin those questions, you’ll have a greater
understanding of the passage even if you haven'’t read it from
beginning to end.

Read a window of about 5 lines above and 5 lines below
the line reference to get the context for the question.
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The author most likely mentions the Canadian scientist (line 22)
and the Utah resident (line 26) in order to

What are the line references in this question?
What lines will you need to read to find the answer?

Once you underline the line references and find your window, draw a
bracket around it so you can find it easily. The more you can get out of
your brain and onto the page, the better off you’ll be. Because the line
references are line 22 and line 26, you should read lines 17—31. In this
case, that paragraph would be a good window.

Now it’s time to read. Even though you’re reading only a small chunk
of the text, make sure you read it carefully.

The Strategy



1. Read the Blurb

2. Select and Understand a Question
3. Read What You Need

4. Predict Your Answer

Step 4: Predict Your Answer

The test-writers do their best to distract you by creating tempting but
nevertheless wrong answers. However, if you know what you'’re
looking for in advance, you will be less likely to fall for a trap answer.
Before you even glance at the answer choices, take the time to think
about what specific, stated information in your window supplies the
answer to the question. Be careful not to paraphrase too far from the
text or try to analyze what you’re reading. Remember, what might be a

good “English class” answer may lead you in the wrong direction on
the SAT! Stick with the text.

As you read the window, look for specific lines or phrases that answer
the question. Often what you're looking for will be in a sentence before
or after the line reference or lead word, so it’s crucial that you read the
full window.

Once you've found text to answer the question, underline it if you can!
Otherwise, jot down a prediction for the answer, sticking as closely to
the text as possible.

Let’s take a look at question 12 again, this time with the window.

12

The author most likely mentions the Canadian scientist (line 22)
and the Utah resident (line 26) in order to

Here’s your window from the passage. See if you can read it and find
something that answers the question. Underline your prediction if you
can.



In Canton, Ohio, some 1,000 residents notified police
that their windshields had been “blemished in a mysterious
manner,” the Daily Mail of Hagerstown, MD reported on
April 17. And United Press in New York noted on April 20
that “new reports of mysterious windshield pittings came
in today almost as fast as theories about what causes
them.” A Canadian scientist posited that the marks were
made by the skeletons of minute marine creatures that had
been propelled into the air by hydrogen bomb testing in the
Pacific Ocean. In Utah, someone suggested that acid from
flying bugs might be the source of the windshield-denting,
but a Brigham Young University biologist disproved the
theory, the Provo Daily Herald reported on June 27.

Did you underline the phrase new reports of mysterious windshield
pittings came in today almost as fast as theories about what causes
them? The passage provides clear evidence that the Canadian scientist
and Utah resident are mentioned in order to give examples of some of
the theories about the causes of pitting that were zipping in.

The Strategy

1. Read the Blurb

2. Select and Understand a Question
3. Read What You Need

4. Predict Your Answer

5. Use Process of Elimination

Step 5: Use Process of Elimination

A multiple-choice test is a cool thing because the right answer will
always be on the page in front of you. All you have to do is eliminate
the answer choices that are incorrect. Sometimes, especially on the
Reading Test, it’s easier to find wrong answers that aren’t supported
by the passage rather than trying to find the right answer that might
not look the way you think it should.

Process of Elimination, or POE, involves two steps. The first step



involves asking yourself the question, “What can I eliminate that
doesn’t match—or is inconsistent with—my prediction?” For many of
the more straightforward questions, this step will be enough to get
down to the right answer.
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The author most likely mentions the Canadian scientist (line 22)
and the Utah resident (line 26) in order to

Remember, in Step 4, you used the text to predict that the Canadian
scientist and Utah resident are mentioned in order to give examples of
some of the theories about the causes of pitting that were zipping in.
Eliminate any choice that has nothing to do with that prediction. Here
are the answers provided in the test.

Keep? Eliminate?

A) provide support for a previous statement.
B) dispute claims made by experts.

C) prove a theory about an occurrence.

D) show the unprecedented nature of a phenomenon.

Did you eliminate all answer choices except (A)? None of the other
choices have anything to do with your prediction. Additionally, once
youre down to an answer choice that seems to support your
prediction, use the text to make sure you can prove it. What’s the
previous statement? Theories coming in quickly. What’s the support?
Examples from Canada and Utah.

POE Criteria

On many questions you’ll be able to eliminate three of the four
answers simply by using your prediction. On more difficult questions,
however, your prediction will help you get rid of one or two answer
choices, and then you’ll need to consider the remaining answers a little
more carefully. If you've narrowed it down to two answer choices and
they both seem to make sense, you're probably down to the right



answer and the trap answer. Luckily, we know some common traps
that the test-writers use, and they include the following:

¢ Mostly Right/Slightly Wrong: These answers look just about
perfect except for a word or two that do not match what’s in the
text.

¢ Could Be True: These answers might initially look good because
they make sense or seem logical. You might be able to support
these answers in an English class, but they lack the concrete
support from the text to make them correct SAT answers.

¢ Right Answer, Wrong Question: You will see answer choices
that are true but don’t answer the question asked. Actively look for
the answer to the question and not simply something “true” from
the passage.

¢ Right Words, Wrong Meaning: Finally, you’ll be given answer
choices that use words directly from the passage, but the meaning
of the answer choice will be different from the passage. Make sure
you are reading for the correct meaning and not just matching
words.

Being aware of these traps will help you spot them on the SAT and
therefore avoid them.

Predictions and POE

Use these criteria after you have eliminated any
answer choice that doesn’t match your prediction.

USING THE BASIC APPROACH

Now that you know the steps of the Basic Approach, let’s practice them
on specific question types: infer/imply/suggest questions and
vocabulary-in-context questions.

Infer/Imply/Suggest

When you see a question that contains the word infer, imply, or



suggest, be extra careful. In real life, those words often signify a
question asking your opinion. You may think that the test-writers want
you to do some English-class-level reading between the lines, but they
don’t. It’s still just a reading comprehension question. You may have
to do some reading between the lines, as the answer will not be
directly stated in the text as it usually is with detail questions; but
there will still be plenty of evidence in the text to support the correct
answer.
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The author’s statement that the “country moved on to building
backyard fallout shelters” (lines 31—32) implies that Americans

A) were aware that the threat from bombs was more imminent
than that from windshield pitting.

B) had lost interest in the windshield pitting phenomenon.
C) needed a place to be protected from nuclear fallout.
D) did not yet have fallout shelters in their backyards.

Here’s How to Crack It

First, you need to go back to the text and find the line reference.
Underline it. Then mark and read your window. Make sure you know
what the question is asking. In this case, you want to figure out what
the line reference tells you about Americans. When you carefully read
your window you see that as summer rolled on, reports of pitting
decreased everywhere and the country moved on. They are leaving
the mystery of pitting behind. Once you have your prediction, use POE
to work through your answers. Choice (A) doesn’t match the idea of
Americans moving on, so eliminate it. Choice (B) looks pretty good, so
hang on to it. Choice (C) might look good initially because we did see
something earlier about nuclear fallout, but it has nothing to do with
moving on from the pitting phenomenon, so you can eliminate it.
Choice (D) might make sense—if they are building the shelters, they
probably don’t have them already—but it has nothing to do with our
prediction. That leaves (B), which answers the question and matches



the prediction from the text!

Line Reference Questions

On any line reference question, you need to go back
to the passage and find the line reference, mark it,
and then read your window.

Vocabulary-in-Context

Another way that your reading comprehension will be tested is with
vocabulary-in-context (VIC) questions. The most important thing to
remember is that these are IN CONTEXT! Gone are the days of “SAT
vocabulary” when you had to memorize lists of obscure words like
impecunious and perspicacious. Now the focus is on whether you can
understand what a word means based on the context of the passage.
You'll see words that look familiar, but are often used in ways that are
a little less familiar. Do not try to answer these questions simply by
defining the word in your head and looking for that definition. You
have to go back to the text and look at the context for the word.
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As used in line 41, “common” most nearly means
A) tasteless.
B) popular.
C) frequent.
D) inferior.

Here’'s How to Crack It

With VIC questions, you don’t need to read a full 10—12 line window.
Typically, a few lines before and a few lines after will give you what you



need. Go to line 41 and find the word common. Cross it out. When you
read before and after the word, the text talks about a numbers game
and more people. The next sentence says that something infrequent
may start to appear to be a trend. Use those context clues to predict
something that refers to numbers game, more people, and something
that would be the opposite of infrequent. Put in something like “often”
and then use POE to eliminate (A), (B), and (D).

VIC Questions

For vocab questions, there’s no need for you to read
10-12 lines to figure out the context in which the

word is being used. Instead, read a few lines above
and a few lines below the word to find context clues,
and then apply POE, as shown here in question 14.

Be careful with VIC questions. As with the other questions, you have to
rely heavily on the text, not your own opinions. You might be able to
rather convincingly talk yourself into the idea that if something is
common, it’s popular, because if it’'s common, it’s everywhere, and if
it’s everywhere, that must mean a lot of people like it. It can be easy to
talk yourself into a tangle if you use your brain. Try to avoid that and
instead focus on what the text actually says. In this case, you only have
evidence for common having something to do with numbers and
frequency, not how the general public feels about something.

Try another question.
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The passage indicates that an effect of aggregating events is
A) patterns seem to emerge more frequently.



B) the truth about a conspiracy is easier to find.
C) a tiny percent of the events are similar.
D) connections between unrelated events can be reported.

Here’s How to Crack It

This question doesn’t have a line reference, but notice that both the
question before it and the question after it do. Since question 14
references line 41, and question 18 references line 73, question 15
should fall somewhere between those lines. Look through those lines
for the lead words aggregating events and use that phrase to find your
window. Carefully read the window, looking for the answer to the
question, “What is an effect of aggregating events?” Within the
window, you find something that is very infrequent may start to
appear to be a trend and [i]f everyone is looking for and reporting it,
it would appear to be a conspiracy of some sort. Go through the
answer choices and eliminate those that have nothing to do with
appearing to be a trend or conspiracy.

POE in Action

Questions 15 and 18 are additional examples of
how to apply POE for different types of questions.

Choice (A) definitely seems to match an appearing trend, so hang on
to it.

Choice (B) mentions finding a conspiracy, which might seem to match.
Choice (C) doesn’t match at all, so eliminate it.

Choice (D) might be true, but doesn’t match the prediction, so
eliminate it.



Based on our first pass through the answer choices, you are now down
to (A) and (B). Remember the POE criteria? Take a closer look at these
two answer choices.

Choice (A): patterns seem to emerge more frequently is almost an
exact paraphrase of something...may start to appear to be a trend, so
this one still looks pretty good.

Choice (B): Although the word conspiracy appears in both the text and
the answer choice, don’t forget that you need to read carefully. The
text says that it would appear to be a conspiracy, which is much
different from finding the truth about a conspiracy. Don’t be deceived
by answers with the right words but the wrong meaning! Match
content, not just words. Choice (B) is out, leaving (A) as the correct
answer.

Let’s try one more.
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The author most likely mentions War of the Worlds in line 73 in
order to

A) argue some cases of mass hysteria are legitimate.

B) prove the media was responsible for people’s reactions.

C) point out that most people were not upset by the broadcast.

D) criticize the media for failing to recognize the program was
fictional.

Here’s How to Crack It

Find your window and carefully read it, looking for the answer to the
question, “Why does the author mention War of the Worlds?” When
you read your window, you find that the author says War of the
Worlds is a wonderful example of how the media emphasizes the few
‘real cases’ of hysteria without recognizing that the vast majority of
people knew that the radio program was fictional and did nothing.



You are looking for an answer choice that has something to do with the
media overplaying the hysteria and not acknowledging the majority of
people who did nothing.

Choice (A): This doesn’t match our prediction. Also, don’t be deceived
by the right answers to the wrong question! Notice that, in the text,
“real cases” is in quotation marks. This indicates the author doesn’t
agree with the media’s emphasis on these cases, so it’s the opposite of
what you’re looking for.

Choice (B): Doesn’t match the prediction.

Choice (C): That almost exactly matches the second part of the
prediction, so hang on to it.

Choice (D): Doesn’t match the prediction. It was people who didn’t
know the program was fictional, not the media.

That leaves (C) as the correct answer!

So, you can see that by following the Basic Approach, you’ll be in good
shape to answer a majority of the Reading questions! You’ll use your
time more efficiently, focusing on the pieces of the test that will get
you points, and your accuracy will be much higher. There are a few
other question types which we’ll look at in the next chapter.



Summary

(¢]

The Reading Test on the SAT makes up 50 percent of your score
on the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section.

Reading questions are not presented in order of difficulty. Don’t be
afraid to skip a hard question, and don’t worry if you can’t answer
every question.

Use your POOD to pick up the points you can get, and don’t forget
LOTD on the r