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How to Use This Book

WELCOME TO KAPLAN GRE PREMIER 2011!

In this Quick Start Guide, we'll walk you through everything you need to know to take
advantage of the book, CD-ROM, and online companion. We'll help you prep smarter
and score higher. Kaplan GRE Premier gives you everything you need for test day. Before
we get to the book itself, take a moment to familiarize yourself with the Quick Start
Guide to help you set up your CD-ROM companion.

QUICK START GUIDE

YouR Book
Kaplan GRE Premier is packed with resources to help you get ready for test day, including:

« Targeted review of essential Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning, and Ana-
lytical Writing concepts

* Strategies for every question type

* One full-length practice test and chapter-end practice questions with detailed
answer explanations

* Advanced-level questions to help you prep smarter

YOUR CD-ROM COMPANION
This Windows and Mac compatible resource includes section-based practice sets
consisting of:

* 10 20-question Quantitative practice sets

* 10 20-question Verbal practice sets

* 5 Analytical Writing essay prompts

+ Detailed answer explanations and sample essay responses



GRE
How to Use This Book

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

The software on this CD-ROM is compatible with both Windows and Mac. You will be
able to take maximum advantage of the CD-ROM if you use it on a computer with the
following features:

WINDOWS®:
* Windows® XP, Vista, 7 or higher
* Pentium® Il 300 MHz or faster, 15 MB free hard disk space, screen resolution of at
least 1024 x 768 pixels (1280 x 1024 is highly recommended), 4x CD-ROM or higher.
MACINTOSH®:
* Macintosh® 0S 10.4.x, 10.5.x, 10.6.x or higher

* 400 MHz Power PC®, G3, G4 or faster, 15 MB free hard disk space, screen resolution

of at least 1024 x 768 pixels (1280 x 1024 is highly recommended), 4x CD-ROM
or higher.

UsiNG YOur GRE CD-ROM
WINDOWS®:

1. Insert the Practice Sets CD into your CD-ROM drive.

2. The program launches automatically.

3. To relaunch the Program, click My Computer, then your CD-ROM drive.
MACINTOSH®:

1. Insert the Practice Sets CD into your CD-ROM drive,

2. Double-click the CD-ROM icon from your desktop.

3. In the Finder window, double-click the Practice Sets for GRE icon.

YOUR ONLINE ComPANION

* 5 practice tests
* Access to a GRE Live Online event

GETTING STARTED

1. Register your online com
and more,

2. Sign up for a Live Onlin

3. Build your study plan.

4. Practice, Practice, practicet - ... |

ani . .
Panion for extra Practice, Live Online classroom events
I

e classroom event.

GRE
How to Use This Book

REGISTER YOUR ONLINE COMPANION

Register your online companion using these simple steps:

1. Your serial number can be found in the CD sleeve at the back of this book.

2. Go to Kaptest.com/GREbooksonline.

3. Enter your serial number. Make sure to enter it exactly as it appears inside the CD
sleeve at the back of the book. Example: 74NDA-WU35W-ZHWSL-SJSET-9TDXE

Access to the online companion is limited to the original owner of this book and is
nontransferable. Kaplan is not responsible for providing access to the online companion
for customers who purchase or borrow used copies of this book. Access to the online
companion expires one year after you register.

GET A MOBILE VERSION OF THIS BooK!
Sign up for your online companion and learn how to get a mobile version of this book!

After you register for your online companion and set up a Kaplan ID and password,
you will receive an email explaining how to get a mobile version of the Kaplan New
GRE Premier.

SIGN UP FOR A LIVE ONLINE CLASSROOM EVENT

Kaplan’s GRE Live Online sessions are interactive, instructor-led GRE prep lessons that
can be accessed from anywhere you can go online. Live Online sessions are held in
a state-of-the-art virtual classroom—actual lessons in real time, just like a physical
classroom experience.

For more information on Live Online registration, please check your online companion.

Please note: Registration begins one month before the session date. Be sure to sign-up
early, since spaces are reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Now that you've gotten your online companion set up, you can dive into the book
itself! More people get into graduate school with a Kaplan course than via any other
major test prep company. The techniques and approaches from Kaplan’s classroom
and tutoring programs are distilled in this book in a clear, easy-to-grasp format. Here’s
the plan to get you started!

xi
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1. IDENTIFY YOUR STRENGTHS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Take the practice test at the end of this book, and then evaluate your test results. To
evaluate your result, first look at the summary of your performance at the end of the
test to get a sense of:

* The number of questions you got right, wrong, skipped, or didn't answer—overall
and by section.

* How long it took you to answer each question.

* How much you changed your mind.

Next, read the answer explanations for each question. Make a list of your personal
strengths and opportunities by identifying whether or not:

* You know and understand the concepts being tested.

* You find certain GRE question types especially challenging.
* You are answering questions quickly enough.

Divide that preparation time in half. Start with the key concepts and GRE question
types you need to focus on, Go through the lessons in this book, take the practice

) entify areas for closer study
and practice. Schedule time to study, review, and practice each GRE skill and Kaplan
of each section and not on

timing. Add timing through section and test practice as you improve fundamental

er, Kaplan GRE Premier is designed to meet your individua| needs. Use the
-ROM, and

Panion when and how they work best for ou. It ha
all the tools you'll need to conquer the GRE on test day! g i
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction to the GRE

This book will explain more than just a few basic strategies. It will prepare you for
practically everything that you are likely to encounter on the GRE. This may sound
too good to be true, but we mean it. We are able to do this because we don't explain
questions in isolation or focus on particular problems. Instead, we explain the under-
lying principles behind all of the questions on the GRE. We give you the big picture.

UNDERSTANDING THE GRE

Let’s take a look at how the GRE is constructed. The GRE, or Graduate Record Examina-
tion, is a computer-based exam required by many graduate schools for admission to a
wide variety of programs at the graduate level. You need to know firsthand the way this
test is put together if you want to take it apart. In this section, you will learn about the
purpose for the test and ways you can learn to be successful on the GRE. For the latest,
up-to-the-minute news about the GRE, visit Kaplan’s website at kaplanGRE.com/newGRE.

THE PURPOSES OF THE GRE

The GRE is designed to assess readiness for a wide variety of graduate programs. The
ways in which graduate schools use GRE scores vary. Scores are often required as part
of the application packet for entrance into a program, but they also can be used to
grant fellowships or financial aid. Each section of the GRE is designed to assess general
skills necessary for graduate school. Some of these skills include the ability to read
comptex infarmatmnal text-and-understand high-level vocabulary words in the Verbal

Ahe ability to respond to: anissue in written:form in the Analytical

' sm?mmzww mmkmaﬁsmaﬂc&i concepts to a variety
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of problem types in the Quantitative Reasoning section. Graduate school admissions
officers often view the GRE score as an important indicator of readiness for graduate-
level studies. in addition, graduate school admissions officers are comparing hundreds
or even thousands of applications, and having a quantitative factor, such as a GRE
score, makes the job of comparing so many applicants much easier, J;ist by having this
book and making a commitment to yourself to be as well prepared as possible for this
exam, you've already taken the crucial first step toward making your graduate school

application as compedﬁveas possible

L

B
I S

THE SeCRET CoDE

Doing well on the GRE requires breaking down the “secret code” upon which each
and every test is constructed. Like all of the tests created by the Educational Testing
Service (ETS), the GRE is based on psychometrics, the science concerned with Creating
*standardized" tests. For a test to be standardized, it must successfully do three things
First, the test must be reliable. In other words, a test taker who takes the GRE should.
get approximately ;he same score ifh_e or she takes a second GRE (@assuming, of course

very poorly, but the great majority will score soméwhere in the middle,

recognize and avoid them
break the code,

ACQUIRE THE SKiLLs
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were born acing the GRE. No one is. That's because these tests do not measure innate
skills; they measure acquired skills. People who are good at standardized tests are
simply people who've already acquired these skills, maybe in math class, or by reading
a lot, or by studying logic in college, or perhaps the easiest way—in one of Kaplan’s
GRE courses. But they have, perhaps without realizing it, acquired the skills that spell
success on tests like the GRE. And if you haven't, you have nothing whatsoever to feel
bad about. It's time to acquire them now.

SAME PROBLEMS—BUT DIFFERENT

As we noted, the test makers use some of the same problems on every GRE. We know
it sounds incredible, but it’s true—only the words and numbers change. They test the
same principles over and over. Here’s an example.

Quantity A Quantity B
2x* = 32
X 4

This is a type of math problem known as a Quantitative Comparison. (Look familiar? It
might, if you've taken the SAT. This question type used to appear on the SAT, aithough
ETS decided to drop this question type from the SAT starting in 2005.) Your job is to
examine the relationship and pick (A) if the term in Column A is bigger, (B) if the term
in Column B is bigger, (C) if they’re equal, or (D) if not enough information is given to
solve the problem.

Most people answer (C), that the quantities are equal. They divide both sides of the
centered equation by 2 and then take the square root of both sides to get x = 4. Wrong.
x doesn't have to be 4. it could be 4 or —4. Both work, so the answer is (D) because
the answer cannot be determined from the information given. If you just solve for 4,
you'll get this problem—and every one like it—wrong. ETS figures that if you get
burned here, you'll get burned again next time. Only next time, it won’t be 2x? = 32;

it will be y2 = 36 or s* = 81.

The concepts tested on any particular GRE—right triangles, simple logic, word relation-
ships, and so forth—are the underlying concepts at the heart of every GRE. ETS makes
changes only after testing them exhaustively. This process is called norming, which
means taking a normal test and a changed test and administering them to a random
group of studénts. As long as the group Is large enough for the purposes of statisti-
cal validity and the students get consistént scores from one test to the next, then the
revised test is just as valid and consistent as any other GRE.



Part One: Getting Started
Chapter 1

That may sound technical, but norming is actually quite an easy process. We do it at
Kaplan all the time—for the tests that we write for our students. The test at the back
of this book, for instance, is a normed exam. While the interactive, computer-based
test experience of the GRE is impossible to reproduce on paper, the paper-based test
in our book is a normed exam that will produce an equivalent score

.

HOW THE GRE IS ORGANIZED

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is administered on computer and is approxi-

mately 3 hours and 45 minutes long. The exam consists of six sections, with different
amounts of time allotted for you to complete each section,

Basics of the GRE
Exam Length 3 hours, 45 minutes
Scoring Scale

130-170 (1 point increments) for V.
erbal and Quantitative:
0-6 for Analytical Writing uaniative

Format i
Ailucljtl-stage test' (MST), a computer based format that allows
stu _ents to navigate forward ang backward within e h
section of the test *
Number of Test Sections

6 sectione ¢ - .
Cctions, including an €Xperimental or research section

One section with two 30
. analyze an argument

Verbal Reasoning Two 30-minute s

ections with approxima
itati . tely 20 question
Quantitative Reasoning | Two 35-minute sections with a q s each

Pproxim i
On-screen calculator available i #1€lY 20 questions each;

Analytical Writing
-Mminute tasks: analyze an issue, and

3
1
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Lastly, in lieu of an experimental section, your test could contain a research section.
This section is unscored, and will be indicated as such. If you have a research section
on the test, it will be the last section. Pay careful attention to the directions at the
beginning of the section.

SCORING

The Analytical Writing section is scored on a scale of 0-6 in half-point increments. (See
Chapter 15, “Introduction to Analytical Writing,” for details on this scoring rubric.) The
Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning sections each yield a scaled score within
a range of 130 to 170 in one-point increments. You cannot score higher than 170 for
either the Verbal Reasoning or the Quantitative Reasoning sections, no matter how
hard you try. Similarly, it's impossible to score lower than 130 for Verbal Reasoning or
Quantitative Reasoning.

But you don'’t receive only scaled scores; you will also receive a percentile rank, which
will rate your performance relative to that of a large sample population of other GRE
takers. Percentile scores tell graduate schools just what your scaled scores are worth.
For instance, even if everyone got very high scaled scores, universities would still be
able to differentiate candidates by their percentile scores.

The relative frequency of high scaled scores means that universities pay great attention
to percentile rank. It's important that you do some real research into the programs
you're thinking about. Admissions officers from some top graduate school programs
consider the GRE the most important factor for graduate school admissions. Many
schools have cut-off scores below which they don't even consider applicants. But be
careful! If a school tells you they look for applicants scoring an average of 150 per
section, that doesn’t mean those scores are good enough for immediate acceptance.
Some students will be accepted with scores slightly below that average, and some stu-
dents may be denied admission even with scores that are slightly higher. Consider the
score of 150 per section as a target score, but also be sure the rest of your application
is strong. You owe it to yourself to find out what kinds of scores impress the schools
you're interested in and work hard until you get those scores. You can definitely get
there if you want to and if you work hard enough. We see it every day.

Another thing to keep in mind is that historically, student scores drop after a test revi-
sion. When the GRE last made updates in 2002, median scores dropped seven points
and continued to decline for the next five years. Over time, test takers will get better
at the new format, but expect that your old scores and new scores may not compare.
That’s another reason why your percentile rank is so important!
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Afinal note about percentile rank: the sample population that you are compared against
to determine your percentile is not the group of people who take the test on the same
day as you do. ETS doesn’t want to penalize an unlucky candidate who takes the GRE
on a date when everyone else happens to be a rocket scientist. So they compare your
performance with that of a random three-year population of recent GRE test takers.
Don't worry about how other people do—strive for your best score. We often tell our
students, “Your only competition in this classroom is yourself”

CANCELLATION AND MULTIPLE SCORES POLICY

Unlike many things in life, the GRE allows you a second chance. If at the end of the test,
you feel that you've definitely not done as well as you could have, you have the option
to cancel your score. The trick is that you must decide whether you want to keep your
scores before the computer shows them to you. If you cancel, your scores will be disre-
garded. (You also won't get to see them.) Canceling a score means that it won't count;
however, it will appear on your score report as a canceled test.

Two legitimate reasons to cancel your score are iliness and personal circumstances that
may have caused you to perform unusually poorly on that particular day.

But keep in mind that test takers historically underestimate their performance, espe-
cially immediately following the test. They tend to forget about all of the thin'gs that
went right and focus on everything that went wrong. So unless your performance has
been terribly marred by unforeseen circumstances, dont cancel your test. If you do
cancel, your future score reports will indicate that you've canceled a previous score,
red, your score will never appear on any sub-

Sequent score report. However, a canceled score can be a red flag to the admissions
team, so only cancel if you absolutely must do so.

If you take more than one test without canceling,
on each score report, so the graduate schools wil
reports are sent to schools within 10-15 days after

istrations will be listed (and usable) in your ETS
schools will consider the hi

tion, although there are 3 few

then all the scores will show up
| see them all. Requested score
the exam. All GRE testing admin-

Bulletin, This booklet contains

o recelvs the " : al testing cancellation policies, and more, Yoy
book Testing Service at (609) 771-7670 or

%
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The computer-based GRE General Test is offered year-round. To register for and sched-
ule your GRE, use one of the following options. (If you live outside the United States,
Canada, American Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, or Puerto Rico, visit gre.org
for instructions on how to register.)

Register Online

You can register online (if you are paying with a credit card) at gre.org. Once the
registration process is complete, you can print out your voucher immediately (and can
reprint it if it is lost).

Register by Phone

Call 1-800-GRE-CALL or 1-800-529-3590 (TTY). A confirmation number, reporting time,
and test center location will be given to you when you call. Registering earlier is strongly
recommended because spaces often fill quickly. Payments can be made with a Visa,
MasterCard, or American Express card.

Register by Mail

Complete the Authorization Voucher Request Form found in the GRE Registration Bul-
letin. Mail the fee and signed voucher request form in the envelope provided to the
address printed on the voucher.

ETS advises that you allow up to four weeks for processing before you receive your
voucher in the mail. When you receive your voucher, call to schedule an appointment.
Vouchers are valid for one year from the date of issue. When you register, make sure
you list a first- and second-choice test center. If you register online, you can confirm
test center availability in real time.

GRE CHECKLIST
Before the Test

+ Choose a test date.
* Register online at gre.org, by phone at 1-800-GRE-CALL, or by mail.
+ Receive your admission voucher in the mail or online.
» Check out your test center.
° Know the kind of workstation you'll be using and whether the room is likely
to be hot or cold.
° Know the directions to the building and room where you'll be tested.
+ Create a test-prep calendar to ensure that you're ready by the day of the test.
o If you skipped it, go back and read “How to Use This Book.”
o On a calendar, block out the weeks you have to prepare for the test.

° Based on your strengths and weaknesses, establish a detailed plan of study
and select appropriate lessons and practice. (Don't forget to include some
days offl) ’
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» Stick to the plan; as with any practice, little is gained if it isn't methodical.
Skills can’t be “crammed” in the last minutes.

* Re-evaluate your strengths and weaknesses from time to time and revise your
plan accordingly.

The Day of the Test
* Make sure you have your GRE admission voucher and acceptable ID.
* Leave yourself plenty of time to arrive at the test site stress-free.
* Arrive at the test site at least 30 minutes early for the check-in procedures.
* Don't stress; you're going to do great!

GRE SUBJECT TESTS

Subject Tests are designed to test the fundamental knowledge that is most important
for successful graduate study in a particular subject area. To do well on a GRE Subject
Test, you must have an extensive background in the particular subject area—the sort
of background you would be expected to have if you majored in the subject. Subject
Tests enable admissions officers to compare students from different colleges with dif-
ferent standards and curricula, Not every graduate school or program requires Subject
Tests, so check admissions requirements at those schools in which you're interested.

OnsAmzmon, SCORING, AND TEST DATES

All Subject Tests are administered in paper-
of multiple-choice questions that are design
subject that are included in the typical und

and-pencil format and consist exclusively

ed to assess knowledge of the areas of the
ergraduate curriculum.
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Subjects

Currently, eight Subject Tests are offered. A list of them follows, along with a brief
description of each.

Biochemistry, Cell, and Molecular Biology

This test consists of 175 questions and is divided among three subscore areas: bio-
chemistry, cell biology, and molecular biology and genetics.

Biology
This test consists of about 200 questions divided among three subscore areas: cellular
and molecular biology, organismal biology, and ecology and evolution.

Chemistry
This test consists of about 130 questions. There are no subscores, and the questions
cover the following topics: analytical chemistry, inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry,
and physical chemistry.

Computer Science

This test consists of approximately 70 questions. There are no subscores, and the
questions cover the following topics: software systems and methodology; computer
organization and architecture; theory and mathematical background; and other, more
advanced topics, such as numerical analysis; graphics; and artificial intelligence.

Literature in English

This test consists of 230 questions on literature in the English language. There are two
basic types of questions: factual questions that test the student’s knowledge of writers
typically covered in the undergraduate curriculum and interpretive questions that test
the student’s ability to read various types of literature critically.

Mathematics

This test consists of 66 questions on the content of various undergraduate courses in
mathematics. Most of the test assesses the student’s knowledge of calculus, abstract
algebra, linear algebra, and real analysis. About one quarter of the test, however,
requires knowledge in other areas of math.

Physics

This test consists of 100 questions covering mostly material from the first three years of
undergraduate physics. Topics include classical mechanics, electromagnetism, atomic
physics, optics and wave phenomena, quantum mechanics, thermodynamics and sta-
tistical mechanics, special relativity, and laboratory methods. About 9 percent of the
test covers advanced topics, such as nuclear and particle physics, condensed matter
physics, and astrophysics.

11
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Psychology

This test consists of 210 questions drawn from courses most commonly included in
the undergraduate curriculum. Questions fall into three categories. The experimental
or natural science-oriented category includes questions in learning, cognitive psychol-
0gy, sensation and perception, ethology and comparative psychology, and physiologi-
cal psychology. The social or social science-oriented category includes questions in
abnormal psychology, developmental psychology, social psychology, and personality.
Together, these make up about 85 percent of the test, and each of the two categories
?roy{des lts own subscore. The other 15 percent or so of the questions fall under the
general” categgr)l, which includes the history of psychology, tests and meésurements
research design and statistics, and applied psychology. '

F‘?F,"P9T$ igfotm?tiqnf you should consult ETS's Subject Test section at gre.org. You
can é'so visit the Kaplan website (kaptest.com) for a more detailed description of each
Subject Test and some free sample questions.

CHAPTER 2

MST Test Mechanics

The MST, or multi-stage test, introduced in fall of 2011, differs in some critical ways
from the older tests, and we at Kaplan have some useful insights into why the GRE has
been revised. Firstly, the GRE may have been structured to look more like the GMAT,
the test for entry into business school, because the skills tested are so similar. The
revised GRE contains more high level reasoning skills, similar question types, including
critical reasoning and argumentation questions, and data inference questions drawn
from tables and graphs. Secondly, the GRE scoring scale did not match well with
percentile scores. The new scoring scale is designed to align the scaled scores with

percentile scores.

The content and scoring scale aren’t the only things ETS tweaked for the revised GRE.
The old GRE featured a CAT (Computer-Adaptive Test) that varied the difficulty of the
question based upon how you answered the preceding one (the computer adapted
to your answers). Its big disadvantage was that you couldn’t go back to change your
answer. Not so with the revised GRE. You'll be able to move about freely within the
section of the test you're currently working on, and you can mark questions you are
unsure of and return to them when you have time. This will more closely approximate
the experience of a traditional exam. The whole idea is to make the process much
friendlier and more natural, and also less unpleasant (to the extent that that's possible

for a standardized test!).
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MST MECHANICS

The biggest changes to the structure of the test are mechanical in nature. Let’s start
with them. A MST, or multi-stage test, is a computer-based test that you take at a
special test center at a time you schedule. You're probably already at least a little bit
familiar with the old test design, the CAT. Below is a chart that highlights some of the
key differences between the old and new GRE test design:

CAT (old) MST (new)

The test adapts one question at a time The test adapts one section at a time

You cannot change your answer, or go back
to a previous question

You can return to previous questions within
a section

You ar
e not allowed a calculator An on-screen calculator is provided for the

Quantitative Reasoning sections

No M i
ark or Review buttons Mark & Review buttons are available

Scored on a scale from 200-800

Scored on a scale from 130-170
About 3 hours

About 3 hours, 45 minutes

A C{\T “adapts” to your performance, makin
traditional Paper-and-pencil tests you've pro
test with a CAT design, instead of havi

’ ving a predetermin i i i
and hard questions, the computer selects questi e o o medium,
doing. The first question may be of mediy

g the old GRE quite different from the
bably taken all your academic life. On a

.m difficulty. If you get it right, the second
I.t wrong, the second will be more basic. If
will get harder and harder. If you make some

giving you easier problems, but if you answer them

correctly, it will go back to the hard ones

a question, i
» it became part of your score, for better or worse
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a question for review, and come back to it later when you know you've answered at
least a few other questions correctly and you have regained the confidence to tackle
the passage. Questions that you have “marked” will appear with check marks next to
them. At any point during the section, you will have the option to look at the review
screen for that section and see how many questions you have left. It also helps you
to budget your time. If you see that you're almost halfway through your allotted time,
but have answered only a few questions, you'll know to pick up the pace!

SECTION MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES

At first, you will get a lot of mileage from the standard strategy of approaching ques-
tions based on their level of difficulty. It won’t be spelled out for you explicitly, but as
you progress through the questions, you should have a good idea of how you're doing.
If you've practiced a lot on the questions in this book and used other test preparation
materials to study, it will be even easier to gain a pretty clear sense of the difficulty
level of your questions and to eliminate answer choices accordingly.

Try as best you can to approach the exam as you would a paper-based one. After all,
that is the idea of the MST. It should feel more comfortable and familiar, given that
you can move about freely within a section. Use this to your advantage. If a question
looks too daunting, you can skip it and come back to it. You can also use the Mark but-
ton to indicate to yourself that you should come back and review your answer, if you
have time at the end of that section. You can do this whether or not you've answered
the question. This way, you can better organize your time by keeping track of which
questions you are done with, and which ones need a second look.

Finally, the timer in the corner can work to your advantage, but if you find yourself
looking at it so frequently that it becomes a distraction, you should turn it off for 10
or 15 minutes and try to refocus your attention on the test. You may be concerned
about losing track of time, but if you are so distracted by it that you can't get through
the questions, it will be just as damaging to your score as will running out of time.
As with a traditional, paper-and-pencil test, you don’t want to get hung up on clock
management.

NAVIGATING THE GRE MST: COMPUTER BASICS

Let's preview the primary computer functions that you will use to move around on
the MST. ETS calls them “testing tools.” They're basically tabs that you can click with
your mouse to navigate through the section. The following screen is typical for a

multi-stage test.

1t
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Directions: Choose the word or set of words for each blank that best fits the meaning
of the sentence as a whole.

1. The task was challenging, but not

tl'1e instructor was confident her students would
rise to the occasion.

impermeable

insuperable

implacable
invulnerable
facile

Click to select your choice

Here's what the various buttons do:

The Time Button (not pictured)

Clicking on this button turns the ti
you have five minutes left in 3 secti

hours and minutes to hours, minutes, and seconds

The Quit Test Button (not pictured)

Hitting this button ends the test Prematurely, Do
all of your scores canceled and date

The Exit Section Button

2
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Mark Button
This button allows you to ‘mark’ a question for review later. The question will have a
check mark next to it in the review section.

The Help Button
This button leads to directions and assistance from the tutorial. But beware: the test
clock won't pause just because you click on Help.

The Back Button
This button allows you to return to previous questions within the section. Note that
this allows you to go back to questions only in the section you're currently working on.

The Next Button
Hit this when you want to move on to the next question. You cannot proceed until
you have hit this button.

Calculator (not pictured; Quantitative Reasoning section only)

This button opens the on-screen calculator for you on Quantitative Reasoning sections.
It's a pretty basic calculator, and the questions are more conceptual in nature, but it
still should help you to avoid basic computational errors. Note that you can click on
the “Transfer Display” button in the calculator to transfer your answer into a numeric
entry box.

MST: THE UPSIDE

There are many good things about the MST, such as the following:

* You are given more time to answer each question than test takers were given on
the old paper-and-pencil exam.

« There will be only a few other test takers in the room with you—it won't be like
taking it in one of those massive lecture halls with distractions everywhere.

« You get a one minute break between each section. The break is optional, but you
should always use it to relax and stretch.

» You can sign up for the GRE just two days before the test (though we recommend
signing up much earlier!), and registration is very easy.

« The MST is convenient to schedule. It's offered at more than 175 centers three to
five days a week (depending on the center) all year long.

« You don't have to take it on the same day as a Subject Test, so you can avoid fatigue.

« Perhaps the MST's best feature is that it gives you your unofficial Verbal Reasoning
and Quantitative Reasoning scores immediately.

17
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MST: THE DOWNSIDE

There are also some less attractive features about the MST:

* The MST is a long test requiring lots of endurance.

* As with any computer-based test, you can't cross off an answer choice to use the

prosess of elimination. Use your scratch Paper to avoid reconsidering choices
you've already eliminated.

* You may need to scroll down to see i
graphs or Reading Comprehens;
which may feel somewhat overwhelming. IO pessages

* You'll be given scratch Paper to make note
need more, you'll have to turn inthe scra
obtaining new paper.

* Many people find that com
after three hours,

s or perform calculations, but if you
tch paper that you've already used before

puter screens tire them and cause eyestrain—especially

* Whenever a test changes—a

nd we at K -
SAT and LSAT—scores tend 1 aplan have seen this in rec

0 drop for the fi ent years for the

Ist several years unti| students adapt
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+ Make good use of the new Mark and Review buttons; you can use these to effec-
tively manage your time. You're no longer obliged to answer the question that'’s
presented to you. You can mark it for review and come back to it later. This isn’t
the only way to use the buttons, though. If you're only 50% sure about an answer,
you can mark it as a note to yourself to come back to it later. This way, you can
indicate which questions might need a second look.

+ The MST does not have an easily predictable order for the difficulty of its questions.
Always be on the lookout for traps! It's just like the SAT you took in high school;
if an answer looks too good to be true, it very well could be.

» Guess intelligently and strategically—eliminate any obviously wrong answer
choices and guess among those remaining.

« Sometimes it's necessary to give up on a tough, time-consuming question. It's
difficult to do, but let it go and move on to the next question. That’s how you
score points on the GRE. Don’t agonize over one question that’s chewing up pre-

cious minutes.

PAPER-AND-PENCIL STRATEGIES

If you are located outside of the United States, Canada, American Samoa, Guam, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, or Puerto Rico, you will take the paper-and-pencil version of the GRE
test (check gre.org for test dates). it is comprised of six sections: two Analytical Writ-
ing sections, two Verbal Reasoning sections, and two Quantitative Reasoning sections.
There is no experimental or research section on the paper-based GRE.

Note that registration for the paper-and-pencil test fills up much more quickly than for
the MST. You will need to plan ahead to register in advance of the test.

You have approximately 3 hours and 30 minutes to complete the entire test. The test-
taking strategies for the paper-based test are different from those for the MST. One
strategy we recommend is to keep track of your answers—particularly ones you've
eliminated—by crossing out wrong answer choices. This will also help you grid your
answers more accurately. You can also say the question number and answer choice
(silently, of course) to yourself as you grid, to help make sure you're gridding carefully.
Here are some targeted strategies for each section of the paper-based GRE.

ANALYTICAL WRITING

For the Analytical Writing section, if you are not using a transcriber, you will have to
handwrite your essay, so we suggest you write clearly and legibly. For more tips and
strategies for conquering the Analytical Writing section, refer to Chapter 15.

19
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VERBAL REASONING SECTION

Before you start a Verbal Reasoning section, glance over it completely, but quickly, to
famillarize yourself with it. With Reading Comprehension, you can preview question
stems to help guide your reading, but don't try to memorize them or answer the ques-
tions without reading the passages. We recommend that you answer the questions
you're most comfortable with first. Make sure you set aside about 15 minutes in each
Verbal Reasoning section for Reading Comprehension.

as many questions as you are capable of answering correctly.

The Verbal Reasoning sections for the paper-

more than each section on the MST. The new question types, Text Completion and
Sentence Equivalence, and the new question format, One-or-More, will be on the

Paper-and-pencil test, The question format that requires you to highlight a sentence,
Select—in-Passage, will not be available,

and-pencil test have 25 questions, five
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CHAPTER 3

Introduction to
Verbal Reasoning

OVERVIEW

The Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE is designed to emphasize complex reasoning
skills and your ability to analyze the relationships between words and sentences as they
are used in context. Vocabulary will be tested contextually, and the reading passages
are both dense and written with a sophisticated level of diction. The goal of the test’s
content and emphasis upon analytical skills is to make the test an accurate indicator
of your ability to understand what you're reading and apply reasoning skills to the
various question types. These skills will translate directly to study at the graduate level.

In this section of the book, we'll take you through all the types of Verbal Reasoning
questions you'll see on the GRE and give you the strategies you need to answer them
quickly and correctly. Also, many of the vocabulary words you'll encounter on the test
are included in Appendixés A-C in the “GRE Resources” section at the back of this
book. Think of the glossary and word lists there as building blocks for the questions
you will see on the test.
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VERBAL REASONING QUESTION TYPES

The GRE contains two Verbal Reasoning sections with approximately 20 questions

each. Each section will last 30 minutes
and be composed of a selectio
ing question types: "ot he follow

* Text Completion
* Reading Comprehension
* Sentence Equivalence

The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GR

your facility with understanding and ana
ates your ability to

E c.lraws heavily upon your vocabulary and
lyzing written material, Specifically, it evalu-

* analyze sentences and paragraphs.
* derive a word's meaning based upon jts context,
* detect relationships among words

* understand the logic of sentences a
* draw inferences.

nd paragraphs.

' . . .
ecognize major, minor, and irrelevant points
* Summarize ideas, |

understand Passage structure,
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Text Sentence Reading
Completion Equivalence Comprehension
Number of Questions approx. 6 approx. 4 approx. 10
Time per Question 1 to 1.5 minutes, 1 minute 1-3 minutes, depending
depending on on the length, to read the
the number of passage and 1 minute to
blanks answer each question

Try to keep these time estimates in mind as you prepare for the test. If you use them as
you work on the practice items, you will be comfortable keeping to the same amounts
of time on test day. Additionally, you will be prepared to use the Mark and Review
buttons to your advantage while taking the actual test.

NAVIGATING THE VERBAL FOUNDATIONS AND
CONTENT REVIEW SECTION

The chapterimmediately following this one, Verbal Foundations and Content, will review
the classic verbal concepts and topics that you may encounter on the GRE. This section
of the book also includes individual chapters on Text Completion, Sentence Equiva-
lence, and Reading Comprehension questions. Each chapter includes an introduction
and definition of the relevant question types, followed by a review and examples of
the strategies to follow to answer those questions quickly and correctly. In addition,
you'll find a practice set with answers and explanations for each of the question types
you'll encounter on the GRE.

Finally, at the end of this section, you'll find the Verbal Reasoning Practice Sets, two sets
of 60 Verbal Reasoning questions along with answers and explanations. Use the Verbal
Reasoning Practice Sets to test your skills and pinpoint areas for more focused study.
When you are finished with this section of the book, you should be thoroughly prepared
for any question you might encounter on the Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE.

25
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Verbal Foundations and
Content Review

INTRODUCTION TO VERBAL FOUNDATIONS AND
CONTENT REVIEW

The GRE tests your mastery of sophisticated language and a wide range of comprehen-
sion skills. These concepts include the following:

» Vocabulary Concepts » Reading Comprehension Strategies
o Basics of Vocabulary Building o Read the First Third of the Passage
o Word Groups o Determine the Topic, Scope, and
o Use Your Thesaurus Author’s Purpose
o Greek and Latin Roots > Read Strategically

Q

Words in Context

1]

Parts of Speech
The Test Maker’s Favorite Words

L]

This chapter will cover all these vocabulary concepts as well as specific Reading
Comprehension strategies to conquer any questions you might have pertaining to
each concept. .~ o
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ﬂ'IE KAPLAN APPROACH TO VOCABULARY CONCEPTS

The vocabulary words found on the GRE are usually members of a very particular
class of prefixed and suffixed words that typically are derived from Latin or Greek.
You probably remember from middle school English that prefixes and suffixes are
attached to the stem of a word to change its meaning. For instance, contraindicate,
a verb meaning “to give an indication against,” is a great GRE word. So is contradict,
another verb meaning;"to assert the contrary.” Recagnizing the prefix contra, meaning
“against,” In one of these words can help you tolfigure out other words with the same
prefix (contravene, contraband, contraceptive, etc.). A solid knowledgé of prefixes and
suffixes will help you derive the meaning of thousandsiof words you're not familiar
with, especially when they're used in context. =~

The GRE words used in context in this vocabulary section will appear in boldface. One
of the points of emphasis of the GRE is understanding words in context. This means
that the questions will have a more conceptual bent to them, and you'll be able to
deduce answers from contextual clues. So if you see a word in this book—or anywhere
in your reading—that’s unfamiliar, take a moment to make a note of it. A good practice
for acquiring vocabulary is to keep a vocabulary journal of unfamiliar terms and then
practice using them so as to integrate them into your own working vocabulary.

BASICS OF VOCABULARY BuILDING

Most people build their vocabulary by hearing or readin
ultimately the best way to increase your vocabulary,
You should get into the habit of reading publicatio
readers, such as Scientific American, the Economist, a
GRE passages will appear on the computer screen, reading these publications onli

can be especially helpful while you prepare for the GRE. When you come o
ou don't Know and across words

t figure out from the conte
xt, look them up in,
or use a dictionary add-on for your browser or iy

g words in context. Reading is
butitalso takes a great deal of time.
ns that are aimed at weli;éducated
nd the New York Times. Because your

Part Two: Verbal Reasoning
Verbal Foundations and Content Review

There are a couple of techniques you can use to quickly build a more robust vocabu-
lary. In your vocabulary journal, you should be noting words in your reading that aren’t
familiar to you. As a mental exercise, generate a list of synonyms and antonyms. By
compiling such lists, you'll be able to build your vocabulary into an organized structure
in your head. It will also be easier to assimilate new words into your active vocabulary if
you can easily relate them to other words (e.g., synonyms and antonyms). For example,
if you know what progressive means, you'll understand regressive immediately if you
think of it as the antonym of progressive. Making these kinds of cognitive connections
will go a long way toward stockpiling your vocabulary vault.

One final study exercise for vocabulary building is to practice using each unfamiliar
word in a sentence. This will help you to internalize the word and its meaning because
you'll be using it in context.

We'll be going over some of these concepts in more detail later in this chapter, but for
now you should be aware of the following tools for vocabulary building while you're
studying for the GRE:

 Record and define unfamiliar words.
» Generate synonyms and antonyms.
« Put unfamiliar words in context by using them in sentences.

WORD GROUPS

The GRE does not test whether you know exactly what a particular word means. If
you have only an idea of what a word means, you have as good a chance of correctly
answering a question as you would if you knew the precise dictionary definition of
the word. The GRE isn't interested in finding out whether you're a walking dictionary.
While it is helpful to have a broad and diverse (but classically rooted) vocabulary, such
as you would be likely to encounter in a graduate-level degree program, your critical
reasoning skills are more important. Learning words in groups based upon similar
meanings is an excellent way to expand your useful vocabulary. If you have an idea
of what a word means, you can use contextual clues to help nail down the nuance of
the correct answer choice.

Hiady.
e
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The words in the list below all mean nearly the same thing. Some of them are differ-
ent parts of speech, but that's OK. They all have something to do with the concept
of criticism, which often appears on the GRE. The goal is to-be able to identify words

that have similar meaning. -~ :

gmezcamos
aspersion .- . . disparage . pillory

belitle . . excorate .. - ‘rebuke
berate - gansay. . remonstrate

oamny . baangue  reprehend

.- castigate . -impugn . reprove M
decry inveigh -revile

| :defamaﬁon - lambaste tirade
~denounce o o ‘ objurgate vituperate
deride/derisive ~~ *  obloquy S
diatribe opprobrium

On the test, for instance, you might see a Sentence Equivalence question like this one:
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You can certainly add to the word lists provided in the appendices to this edition, or
you can start to generate your own. In addition to synonyms and antonyms, you can
also put together lists grouped by etymology, similar meaning, positive and negative
connotations.

USE YOUR THESAURUS

The criticize group is not the only group of synonyms whose members appear fre-
quently on the GRE. There are plenty of others. And lists of synonyms are much easier to
learn than many words in isolation. Learn them with a thesaurus. Make synonym index
cards based on the common groups of GRE words and peruse those lists periodically.

If you think this suggestion might be fallacious, consider the following: the words in
the following list all have something to do with the concept of falsehood. Their precise
meanings vary: erroneous means “incorrect,” whereas mendacious means “lying.” But the
majority of test questions won't require you to know the exact meanings of these
words. You will most likely get the question right if you simply know that these words
have something to do with the concept of falsehood. If you do have to differentiate
between different shades of meaning, that’s where contextual clues will help you out.

FALSEHOOD
apocryphal erroneous perfidy
canard ersatz prevaricate
chicanery fallacious specious
dissemble feigned spurious
duplicity guile
equivocate mendacious/mendacity

Consider this Text Completion question:

Though he was proneto ________, the corrupt executive was still capable of
moments of honesty.

@ displeasure
mendacity
© failure
@ levity
(® histrionics -
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You might not know the exact denotation of mendacity, but, because you studied
word groups, you'll know that it has the connotation of “false,” which will be enough
to get the question right. Additionally, you'll be able to intuit the fact the answer is
going to have to have the opposite meaning of “honesty,” if you recognize that the
word “though” is signaling that the answer will be contrasted with “honesty.” Addi-
tionally, even if you have no clue what mendacity means, you can still eliminate all the
other answers as incorrect.

GREEK AND LATIN ROOTS

Because GRE words are so heavily drawn from Latin and Greek origins, learning roots
can be extremely useful, both in deciphering words with obscure meanings and in

guessing intelligently. Studying Latin and Greek roots can allow you to figure out the
definitions of words you've never even seen before!

You'll learn more words in less time if you learn them in groups. Once you know that
the root PLAC means “to please,” you have a hook for remembering the meanings of
several words: placate, implacable, placid, placebo, and complacent.

Sometimes you can use roots to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word. Sup-
pose, for example, you come across the word circumnavigate and don't know what
it means. If you know that the root CIRCUM means “around” and that the root NAV
means “ship, sail,” then you can guess that circumnavigate means “to sail around,” as in
“circumnavigate the globe.” Once you've learned the root, you will be able to rec<')gnize
the meanings of other words with that root, such as circumvent or circuitous

Consider the word Panoptic. It comes from the Greek PAN, mea
meaning “to see/observe.” If you put it all together, you

s:ver::thmg t:/iSlbIe in one view.” If you know that, you have an advantage in decon
fucting other words that incorporate simil i -
ar constituent parts. You'll have an easi
- . . sier
time parsing language with words like Panacea, optician, and pandemonium

ning “all,” and OPTIC,
Il arrive at a definition like
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Example: The word venal. The root VEN/VENT means “to come” or “to move
toward.” But venal means “corrupt or capable of being bought.” Adventure,
convene, event, avenue, advent, and circumvent clearly spring from the root
meaning. Venal is a bit of a stretch.

Example: The word pediatrician has PED for a root. PED has to do with the foot.
But a pediatrician is a children’s doctor. A podiatrist is a foot doctor. It turns out
that PED in regards to feet is a Latin root but PED in regards to children is a Greek
root.

The good news is that these aberrations are precisely that: exceptions that prove the
rule. More often than not, you should be able to use etymology to your advantage.

WORDS IN CONTEXT

Learning words in context is one of the best ways for the brain to retain word meanings.
In GRE Resources at the back of this book, we've not only listed the top 200 GRE words
with their definitions, but we've also used all of these words in context to help you to
remember them. After all, the test is trying to measure how well prepared applicants
are for graduate-level academic study. Most graduate students spend much of their
time deciphering dense, high-level writing. Given that, your best bet is to read material
written for an educated audience and written at the graduate level.

As mentioned above, reading is ultimately the best way to increase your vocabulary,
although it also takes the most time. Of course, some types of reading material con-
tain more GRE vocabulary words than others. You should get into the habit of reading
publications written in a sophisticated register with dense prose, such as the Wall Street
Journal and the New York Times. And because you'll have to read from the computer
screen on test day, Kaplan recommends that you start reading these publications online,
if possible. You might as well start getting accustomed to reading in the testing mode.

This is also a good place to incorporate a technique mentioned earlier: composing
practice sentences using the words you're studying. This will ingrain the words in your
mind by situating them within a meaningful context.

PARTS OF SPEECH

The GRE never directly tests your ability to classify words by part of speech, but you
will get a higher score on test day if you can distinguish nouns, adverbs, adjectives,
and verbs. If you know how an answer choice must fit into a sentence, you'll be bet-
ter equipped to narrow down the possible answer choices. Use your understanding of
grammar and syntax to help you arrive at the correct answer.
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Words with Muttiple Meanings
Remember that words can have more than one meaning, and they can also function as

more than one part of speech. Here's a single word used as a'noun, adjective, and verb:

‘ ,A§,tt1e test tube (_ested overnight, some precipitate formed. (noun)
. Itwouldbe better to proceed with caution than to take precipitate action. (adjective)
... Passage of the resolution could well precipitate rebellion. (verb)

The reason you should care about being able to identify the part of speech of a word
Is that it can help you on the test. if you're able to identify parts of speech, as well as
the spelling changes words undergo when they function as a different part of speech,
you'll have one more weapon in your arsenal for attacking Sentence Equivalence and
Text Completion questions. In those question types, if you know that the correct answer

choice must function as a verb, then you can cross off choices that can only function
as nouns, for example, o

A noun names a person, place, or thing and answers the questions “Who?” “Where?”

or “What?” A noun can function as the subi
‘ 4 ject (“The eulogy was el " 1
of a verb (“He wrote an eloquent eulogy”). = TS Coquent) or object

If you know the meaning of a word | i ‘
| , you can tell if it inki
way it would be used In a sentence. | 8 a noun by thmkmg vat‘)our_t the
-» If the word can function as the subject of a sentei;t;é,'> it
| * Ifitcanbe réplaced by a nominative pronoun (he, she,
7 :you can put the word g, an, or the in front of it, it's
* you don't know the meaning of a word. but i i | |

o s oty gc , but it hgs one of th;e’fdllowing suffixes,

's‘a noun.

it; or they), it's a noun.
a noun.
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Adjectives

An adjective describes a noun, answering the questions “What kind?” “Which one?”
or “How many?” In a sentence, you will generally find adjectives right in front of the
nouns they describe (“The book is full of sophomoric humor.”) or after a form of the
verb to be or some other verb that links subject and adjective (“The book’s humor is
sophomoric.").

If you know the meaning of a word, you can tell if it's an adjective by thinking about
the way the word would be used in a sentence. If the word can be used to describe a
noun, it's an adjective. Some adjectives have comparative and superlative forms (for
example, rife, rifer, and rifest; sanguine, more sanguine, and most sanguine). You should
also be able to identify adverbs, which function in the same way as adjectives except
that they describe verbs, adjectives, whole sentences, or other adverbs. Most adjectives
can be turned into adverbs by adding -ly (harshly).

If you don’t know the meaning of a word, but it has one of the following suffixes, then
it's probably an adjective.

-ABLE -OUsS -ISH
-AL -FUL -IVE
-ANE -IBLE -LESS
-ANT -IC -OSE
-AR -ILE

-ENT -INE

Verbs

A verb is a word that represents an action, state, or relationship between two or more
things. Every sentence must have at least one verb. The main verb usually comes right
after the subject (“They squander their fortunes”), but sometimes it is separated from
the subject (“The contestant with the second highest vote total wins the consolation
prize.”), and sometimes it even precedes the subject (“Quickly flow the years").

If you don't know the meaning of a word, but it has one of the following suffixes, then
it’s probably a verb.

-EN -IFY

-ESCE -IZE
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THE TEST MAKER’S FAVORITE GRE WORDS

The research team at Kaplan keeps tabs on GRE vocabulary words and determines
which words appear more frequently than others. The following words all turn up time
and again on the GRE, so it makes sense to memorize these words if you don't already
know them. Of course, some words appear on the GRE more frequently than others.

The top 12 words on the GRE are these:

ANOMALY ASSUAGE ENIGMA
EQUIVOCAL ERUDITE FERVID
LuCIiD OPAQUE PLACATE
PRECIPITATE PRODIGAL ZEAL

The next 20 most popular words are these:

ABSTAIN ADULTERATE APATHY
AUDACIOUS CAPRICIOUS CORROBORATE
DESICCATE ENGENDER EPHEMERAL
GULLIBLE HOMOGENOUS LACONIC
LAUDABLE LOQUACIOUS MITIGATE
PEDANT PRAGMATIC PROPRIETY
VACILLATE VOLATILE

The Top GRE Words in Context section at the end of this book reviews these and 150

other top GRE words. Make sure you spend the time to get to know these words. At
least some of them are bound to appear on the GRE you take. .

. you can find all NEW GRE books in pdf
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VOCABULARY CONCEPTS PRACTICE SET

Directions: For each sentence below, choose one word for each blank. Select the word
or words that best fit(s) the meaning of the sentence as a whole.

1. Historical biographies are not merely restricted to objective assessments and

empirical () ______. There is an inherently subjective aspect to the genre
that often (if) ______ the biographer’s claim to objective neutrality.
Blank (i) Blank (ii)
A reminiscences D disparages
B data E belies
C speculations F  bolsters
2. The aging engineer found it strange that the (i) ____ etching process she
studied as a student of technology was still considered (ii) — today.
Blank (i) Blank (ii)
A porous D antiquated
B innovative E translucent
C implausible F  novel
3. Auctions have a (i) —_ reputation. The most high-profile sales are the
rarest ones when (ii) _____ prices are achieved for unique items; however,
there are (iii) —___ occasions when items are sold well below their

estimates and buyers get great bargains.

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
A  prestigious D incongruous G somber
B infamous E unprecedented| [H myriad
C contradictory F  pretentious I quixotic

ETS revised ¢
http://gre-dow

E, Gruber, Kaplan, Barron's, Princeton, Manhattan, here:
oad.blogspot.com

37



Part Two: Verbal Reemm
Lhepterd -

Directions: For each of the following questions, chaose twe of the-answer choices
below that, when used to complete the sentence, produce two completed sentences
that are similar in meanlng :

as a result of their

4. Celebrities often make themselves the sub;ect of
' behavior in publie “

o SONP

[B] derision
[€ provocation § o
O calumny A
[E commendation =

[F] prestige

5. Though the scientist was cognizant of the fact that such vicissitudes were
to the field of quantum mechanics, she was not discouraged.

[A] salient

salubrious

[€] inherent

[O] helpful

(€] opprobrious

(] endemic .

in the

. it . \ehlch renders them mcomparable.

. propriety
nuance

(0] differentials
(] variance
(] justification
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VOCABULARY CONCEPTS PRACTICE SET
ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. B,E

A key phrase in the first sentence is “objective assessments,” and the missing word par-
allels this phrase—this missing word is connected to “objective assessments” with the
conjunction “and.”

Neither reminiscences (A) nor speculations (C) correlates with “objective assessments” as
well as data (B) does. Both reminiscences and speculations are subjective in nature, whereas
“objective assessments” and data concern dispassionate evaluation of facts.

Paraphrase the second complex sentence to predict the correct answer: “There is a subjec-
tive aspect that their claim to objectivity.” A good prediction is “denies.” Choice
(E), belies, means “to contradict,” so it's the correct answer. Choices (D) and (F), dispar-
ages and bolsters, have different connotations that are either too negative or too positive,
respectively, for the context of this sentence, so they're incorrect.

2, B,F

An engineer would not have studied a (A) porous (full of holes) or (C) implausible (difficult to
believe) etching process, so the answer for the first blank can only be (B), innovative. While
the word strange might at first indicate a direct contrast between the two blanks, such as
(D), antiquated, an aging engineer would actually not find it strange if the etching process
she studied as a student was currently considered antiquated. She would, however, find (F),
novel, quite strange. If the technique was revolutionary quite some time ago, the engineer
would be surpnsed that it was still currently novel.

3. G,EH

The first sentence doesn’t have enough information in it for you to fill in the first blank,
so you have to go to the second sentence for clues. Fortunately, it includes a detour road
sign (“however”) that contrasts “rare” auctions where unique items sell for a certain price
with auctions whose items sell for less than anticipated. The word in the first blank that
best characterizes these dissimilar auctions is choice (C), contradictory. Choices (A) and (B),

prestigious and infamous, would not capture this contrast.

For the second blank, you can paraphrase in order to predict the blank: “There are rare
auctions where ‘high’ prices are paid for unique items, but at other auctions, items sell for
below their estimate.” If you scan the answer choices, none of the words means exactly that,
but (E), unprecedented, “like nothing that has come before,” best completes the meaning of
the sentence: A high price for a unique item isn't necessarily (D), incongruous (“incompat-
ible”), or (F), pretentious ("pompous‘%, because at Ieast one person—-—the buyer—thought
Meitemwesworthwhathepald eI L £ SR
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Finally, the third blank describes occasions when items sell for less than their estimated
value. You know from the detour road sign that this sentence includes a contradiction.

Sales where prices are high are described as “rare,” so sales where items sell below estimate
must be frequent. The answer choice that best matches “frequent” is (H), myriad, “a great
number.” Choices (G), somber (“gloomy”), and (1), quixotic (“foolishly idealistic”), make no
sense in context.

4. B,D
Celebrities who behave ignominiously, or shamefully, will make themselves vulnerable
to derision and calumny, which both have a negative connotation of criticism. These two

words work well in context, giving the resulting sentences a similar meaning. They're the
right answers.

Note that the words (E) commendation and (A) gossip also work well in this sentence: if
they behaved well, they could be commended. But there’s no other term that produces
a sentence with a meaning similar to that created by using “commendation,” so it can-
not be the correct answer. You need two words that have similar meanings and fit in the
sentence. The same applies for “gossip.” The two answer choices must produce sentences

that have an equivalent meaning, and (D) calumny (“slander”) and (B) derision ("ridicule”)
are the only two that will do so.

5. C,F

Paraphrase this sentence: there is something that is discoura
of quantum mechanics (i.e,, the undefined “vicissitudes”
does not work because there is no other answer choice
(B) salubrious and (D) helpful do not work because they have a positive connotation, which
does not make sense with “discouraged.” (C) inherent and (F) endemic both mean "n;t I

a part of,” and therefore both produce sentences that have the same meaning. Not: ::a);

(E) opprobrious yields a sentence that makes sense, but there is no other term that will
make a sentence of similar meaning to that one.

ging about studying the field
to which it is subject). (A) salient
that means the same thing, and

6. D,E
This passage is explaining wh
implemented. The end of the

the results of studies are veryd
to compare. Hence,

Y certain treatment protocols for neuropathy cannot be
-sentence suggests they are not used consistently because
, ifferent in the Populations studied, making them impossibl

you're looking for two words that have the meaning of “diff; p' " N
It produce sentences that have the meaning of “the results at::r;gas:(;

eliable.” Choices (D) and (E)
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THE KAPLAN APPROACH TO READING COMPREHENSION

You're going to spend a great deal of your time breaking down dense, complicated
prose passages while taking the GRE. These skills, and the ability to wrestle with some
very difficult reading, are exactly what you'll need for your work in graduate school.
Even engineering and science majors will need to read obtuse technical documents
or lab reports, so the best way to excel on the test is to review the skills you'll need
to analyze such texts.

BREAKING DOWN THE TEXT

As noted, the texts you'll encounter on the GRE Verbal Reasoning sections are similar
to the complex reading you’'ll encounter in graduate school. For this reason, you will
need to use the following steps when approaching a Reading Comprehension passage.

These principles hold true for every type of question you'll come across in GRE Reading
Comprehension. Keep them in mind as you work through the passages and question
sets.

1. Read the first third of the passage.

The first third of a Reading Comprehension passage usually introduces its topic and
scope, the author’s main idea or primary purpose, and the overall tone. It almost always
hints at the structure that the passage will follow. Before diving into the rest of the
passage, try to get a handie on the structure of the passage by reading the first third
of it carefully. Look for key words such as however, thus, or likewise. These will help to
indicate the direction, shape, and thrust of the passage. Pay close attention to how
these key words affect the passage’s tone and structure:

Structure and Tone. A key strategy for Reading Comprehension is to understand
not only the passage’s purpose but also its structure and tone. Many question sets
will contain a question that concerns how the author organizes or expresses his
or her ideas. Here are some classic GRE passage structures:

« Arguing a position (often a social sciences passage)

. Discussing something specific within a field of study (for example, a passage
about Shakespearean sonnets in literature)

. Explaining some significant new findings or research (often a science passage)

“Tone” refers to an author’s attitude towards his or her topic, or how he or she
expresses a point of view. In passages that cite significant new findings or research,
the tone is likely to be academic and detached. In passages that argue a position,
the tone may be more forceful and opinionated. in some passages, the author
may be describing the opinions of someone else. In this case, the tone might be
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narrative or descriptive. The tone would be argumentative if the author mentions
the opinions of others in order to then debunk them. The correct answer choice for
a “tone” question will use language similar to that found in the passage; a correct
answer choice will not use language more extreme than that used in the passage.

2. Determine the topic, scope, and author’s purpose.

Every passage boils down to one or more main ideas. Your job is to cut through the
prose and find it. Often, the main idea is presented in the first third of the passage,
but occasionally the author builds up to it gradually. Everything else in the passage
supports the main idea. Almost every type of Reading Comprehension question will
be easier to answer once you establish the main idea, because correct answer choices
will be consistent with it, and incorrect choices will not. You can break down the main
idea of a passage by determining the topic, scope, and purpose of a passage.

Topic vs. Scope. A topic is broad:; its scope is focused. Scope is particularly impor-
tant because answer choices that go beyond it will always be wrong. The broad
topic of “James Joyce's Ulysses,” for example, would be a lot to cover in 200 words.
So if you encounter a passage about Ulysses, ask yourself, “What aspect of this
topic does the author focus on?” Because of length limitations, it must be a narrow
aspect. Whatever it is—the author’s use of stream of
Homeric influences, its aftermath, the princi
Answer choices that deal with an
the topic will be wrong.

consciousness, the novel’s
pal characters—is the passage’s scope.
ything outside this narrowly defined aspect of

Author’s Purpose.

As an author writes a passa
ge, he or she ch
it by including cert 00ses to develop

ain aspects of the topic at hand and excluding others. Those
author’s purpose and main idea. Fr

om the b i
(for example, solving world hunger), e broadly stated topic

identify the narrower scope (a high-yield
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author's purpose, you will be better a
with a particular Passage. Knowing
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the author's purpose wi
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As you read each Passage, remember to do the following:

* Identify the topic,

* Narrow it down to its precise scope.,
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3. Read strategically.

This principle highlights the difference between passive and active reading. Most read-
ing is done passively. For example, you might read a magazine article or novel from
beginning to end, without assimilating the details, themes, or connections. That kind
of reading is inappropriate for the GRE.

Instead, you'll need to read actively. This means you'll have to get good at paraphras-
ing, looking for key words, and anticipating the direction the author is taking. These
strategies help you think carefully about what you read as you read it. When you read
actively, you don't just absorb the passage, you attack it! You can be an active reader by

« thinking about what you're reading.

« paraphrasing complex ideas.

« asking yourself questions about the passage as you read.

« jotting down notes about the author's arguments and counterarguments.

Now that you have a grip on the argument(s) being made in support of the author’s
position, try to identify the counterarguments. The Verbal Reasoning portion of the
GRE obliges you to wrestle a bit with the text. That’s part of reading actively, which is
exactly what you'll be doing in graduate school. It’s not enough just to acknowledge
and accept what'’s presented in the text as received wisdom. Note that how you engage
with and analyze a passage will inevitably vary from passage to passage.

Try your hand at a short passage to get the hang of breaking it down. You can use the
steps of the process above to help you deconstruct Reading Comprehension passages
such as this one:

The admissions policy at Carver City University stipulates that in consid-
ering applications for freshman admission from potential students who
meet the entrance requirements, preference will be given to high school
graduates who are permanent residents of Carver City. This policy is
followed consistently by all admissions officers; however, although over
600 students have graduated from Carver City’s high schools in the past
year, some slots in the freshman class of 200 are filled by students who
are not permanent residents of Carver City.

1. Read the first third of the passage.

The topic here is readily obvious: it's college admissions. The first sentence sets up the
basic facts of the situation. The key word to take note of is however; that should be your
first clue. It indicates that the author is setting up a conclusion that contradicts what you
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might expect from the evidence. In a passage this short, the structure is fairly simple
as well. The first sentence presents the information you need about the admission
process, and the second presents an outcome that is counterintuitive to that evidence.

2. Determine the topic, scope, and author’s purpose.

As noted above, the topic is fairly obvious: college admissions at Carver City University.
The specific scope is its admissions policy relating to high school graduates from Carver
City itself. The author seems to be concerned mostly with the dearth of freshmen at
Carver City University who are also permanent residents of Carver City. The author
cites the friendly admissions policy for local applicants as part of his or her argument.

3. Read strategically.

Now, let’s nail down what the author is actually saying. Trying to figure out the author’s
position tests our understanding of the passage’s complicated logic. It's a bit tricky
with this particular passage because the position is not explicitly stated. There's not a
succinct “thesis statement,” so you'll have to unpack things a bit. The author is trying
to assert something about the high school graduates who are permanent residents of
Carver City. The author makes sure you know that in the last year, 600 students have
graduated from Carver City's high schools. If any qualified Carver City resident who
wants a slot in the class may have one, but not every slot in the class is filled by a
Carver City resident, something must be amiss, as the freshman class consists of only
200 students. Since Carver City high school grads have preference, and there are more
than enough of them (600 to fill 200 spots), they must either be unqualified in some
way or they must not be applying to Carver City University. Remember the admission
policy states that successful applicants must meet entrance requirements. Therefore,

some of the slots in the freshman class must have been filled by applicants who both
met entrance requirements and were not permanent resi

paraphrase the position as “there were some slots
qualified permanent resident applied.”

dents of Carver City. You could
in the freshman class for which no

Now consider what the author isim

plying. Though th ici
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READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES PRACTICE SET

Questions 1 through 3 are based on the passage below.

Among the earliest published literature by African Americans were slave
narratives—autobiographical accounts of the lives of slaves who lived primarily
in the American South in the early to mid-1800s. The themes addressed in
these accounts, which consist of letters, notes, or a diary, frequently included
escapes, slave auctions, interactions with plantation owners and abolitionists,
and the forced separation of family members, often parents and children.
Some of the best known slave narratives were written by Josiah Henson

and Frederick Douglass. In the last three decades, a renewed awareness

of the lives of enslaved African Americans has prompted a wave of novels
and biographies, sometimes called “neo-slave narratives,” in which modern
writers such as Toni Morrison and Olivia Butler offer a historical or fictional
representation of the lives of slaves.

. According to the passage, each of the following could be described as a slave

narrative EXCEPT:

(A an autobiography by a free-born African American man who lived
in New Orleans in the 1830s.
personal papers of African American field hands who were enslaved
in Alabama.
an account of two sisters being auctioned to different plantation owners
in rural Georgia.
a letter smuggled to an escaped slave from her brother, a slave in
South Carolina.

0 @ ©

the diary of a Mississippi slave who was captured while attempting
to escape.

. Consider each of the following choices separately and select ALL that apply.

What distinction(s) does the author make between slave narratives and

neo-slave narratives?

No neo-slave narratives were published in the early to mid-1800s.

Neo-slave narratives are written primarily by women, while most slave
narratives were written by men.

Some neo-slave narratives are fictional, but all slave narratives are
firsthand accounts.
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3.. The author’s description of the characteristics of a slave narrative suggests
which of the following conclusions?

@ The work of abolitionists in the northern states help;d bring about the
- publication of slave narratives. . . . -
- C®. All of the narratives published in the early to mid-1800s were written by
- C© Mot slave narratives were not published until over a century after they
® In the mid-1900s, fewer people knew about slave narratives than did
‘ peoplg in the late 1900s. ' }
@ The work of neq-slavc narratives such as those by Butler and Morrison
 has helped to bring attention to older narratives by other writers.

QuestlomatthronghGarebuedonthepassagebelow;»

The problematic relationship between Heidegger’s political views and his
seminal status as a philosopher is a continuing point of contention in the
historical assessment of his achievements. His contributions to Continental
philosophy in works such as Sein und Zeit have been read, in some circles,
through the critical lens of his affiliation with National Socialism in Nazi
Germany during the Second World War. His writing during that time
covered a broad range of subjects, including philosophy, politiés, and |
aesthetics. His work on ontology directly influenced his ,conterhpofary
philosophical thinkers, such as Jean-Paul Sartre. Thbugh he is widely regarded
within philosophical:ci:cles as one of the preeminent luminaries alon ;gvith
Husserl, i.n the modern development of ontology, there are ééhdl;rs anfl\
thinkers in certain intellectual circles who militate against the valye of his
thought in its entirety. To regard Heidegger’s work highly would be, in their
m ;o;i absolve him for his support of the politics of Nazistn, even though
ng gvaluated solely on the basis of his contributions to the stud
philosophy, and not in any political context, " study of

" . .
Select the sentence in the Passage in which the author indicates

attitude of critical reaction to Heidegg the current
general, N ' - er from ‘hefa.cad@m,ig community in
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5. Consider each of the following choices separately and select ALL that apply.

The author asserts which of the following about Heidegger’s work:

Some academics view him positively for both his political and
philosophical work.

His legacy has been affected by his actions during World War II.

Some academics in some circles view him positively for his contributions
to philosophy, while others cannot countenance them at all because of
his connection to the Nazis.

. Which conclusion is implied by the author in his description of the status of

Heidegger’s legacy?
(@ Heidegger’s work should not be given serious recognition due to his

political views.

The Second World War fostered a climate of intellectual innovation in
Europe.

(O It is possible to critically evaluate Heidegger’s contributions to philosophy

while not absolving him for his political views.

(D Scholars should consider the entire body of work of a thinker, in every
field to which he or she contributed, when assessing that thinker’s
legacy in any one field. }

® 1t is impossible to divorce the study of politics from the study of
philosophy.
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READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES PRACTICE SET
ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. A

The first two sentences outline defining characteristics of slave narratives and provide
examples of the kind of content they might include. Of the answer choices, the only one
that falls outside the scope of the question is (A); slave narratives were written by enslaved
people, not by free people. Choices (B), (C), (D), and (E) all fit the passage’s criteria in terms
of subject matter, authorship, and geography; choice (A) is the only one that deviates.

2. C

The passage’s last sentence tells us that neo-slave narratives have been published in the
last three decades, but nothing in the passage says the neo-slave narratives were only writ-
ten recently, only that there has been a wave recently. We can’t assume there weren't any
earlier. So, choice (A) is incorrect, Although the authors of slave narratives mentioned are
both men, and the authors of neo-slave narratives mentioned are both women, there’s no

3.0

This question asks us to evaluate which ¢

onclusions follow logically fr
says. The mention of “renewed interest” gically from what the author

implies a previous lapse or reduction in interest
sage doesn’t mention abolitioni '
oo conc - Th olitionists or the process
ed to the narratives publication, so (A) is out of scope. The language of (BF)) is too

re primarily, not completely, authored by slaves

extreme; you're told that the narratives we
from the i i i
South. Choice (€) directly contradicts the first sentence of the passage. Choice (E)
the passage; renewed interest in the narratives

reverses the order of events presented in
led to Butler and Morrison’s writing, not the other way around

4. Thoughheis widely regarded within

scholars and thinkers in ¢
his thought in its entirety.

Ti’v‘e sentence you're looking for is one
whole, views Hej i ;
receptive o him ::32;:;5?; mMeans it should encompass all parties, both those that

at view him negativel ' are
tions to Continenta philosophy in wor o coe second >entence, *His contribu-

ks such as Sej i
circles, through the critical lens of his aff N und Zeit have been read, in some
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The last sentence provides justification for why certain scholars view him as they do, but it
does not account for the other schools of thought. The next-to-last sentence, “Though he
is widely regarded within philosophical circles as one of the preeminent luminaries, along
with Husserl, in the modern development of ontology, there are scholars and thinkers in
certain intellectual circles who militate against the value of his thought in its entirety,”
sums up the complete range of reaction to Heidegger across the academic community.

5. B,C

Choice (A) is incorrect. The author nowhere explicitly states or implies that anyone has a
positive reaction to Heidegger’s political views. He only intimates that scholars working
in the study of philosophy have been influenced by his work in that field. Choice (B) is
correct, because the author states that Heidegger’s work, even in philosophy, has been
viewed through this “critical lens.” Answer choice (C) is also correct. The author cites
philosophers, such as Sartre, as those who have reacted positively to his philosophy and
asserts that those who view him negatively do so because that cannot abide “absolving

him” for his support of the Nazis.

6. C

This question asks you to engage the text at a deep level and to infer what the author is
suggesting. It will be important to pay close attention to the author’s tone. The passage’s
main idea is the evaluation of a thinker’s body of work by academic scholars in different
fields. The author points out both Heidegger's tremendous accomplishments in the field
of philosophy and also his less-than-admirable involvement with the Nazi party. Choice (B)
is dealt with nowhere in the passage. Choice (E) goes beyond the scope of the passage.
Choice (A) is incorrect, because the author emphasizes Heidegger’s influence on philoso-
phers like Sartre and makes certain to point out that it is in “their eyes” that Heidegger is
so viewed, not the author’s own. Choice (D) is incorrect because it is the opposite of what
the author implies. Choice (C) is the correct answer because, in the last sentence of the
passage, the author stresses that it is only Heidegger's contributions to philosophy that
are being considered, not his political views. The author seems to be suggesting that the

two can be judged apart from one another.

In the chapters that follow this one, you will learn how to approach the three basic types
of Verbal Reasoning problems on the GRE. Although the format of these problems—Text
Completions, Sentence Equivalence, and Reading Comprehension—varies from problem to
problem, one thing is true: they are all built on the foundations you studied in this chapter.
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e Ty Text Completion

INTRODUCTION TO TEXT COMPLETION

in the Text Completion question type, you will be asked to select one entry for each
blank from the corresponding column of choices. Each question may include as many

as three blanks.

You will find about six Text Completion questions in each Verbal Reasoning section.
In each of these questions, one or more words from the sentence will be missing. This
question type tests your ability to read critically—to recognize the point of the sentence
and find the best word(s) to fit this meaning.

The directions for Text Completion will look like this:

Each sentence below has one or more blanks, each blank indicating that something
has been omitted. Beneath the sentence are five words for one-blank questions,
and sets of three words for each blank for two- and three-blank questions. Choose
the word or set of words for each blank that best fits the meaning of the sentence

as a whole.
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A Text Completion question with one blank will look like this: A Text Completion question with three blanks will look like this:

1. Organic farming is more labor intensive and thus L. As a result of the (i) pace of life, urban living
initially more , but itelong-term costs (i) many young professionals the opportunity to
may be less than those of conventiopal farming. © © - A (iii) their lives with a sense of constant excitement.
Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
uncommon " h
stylish intrinsic instigates eschew
-
. ephemeral affords inter
restrained
; frenetic arrogates imbue
expensive
difficult
Ciick io selact your choice Click to select your choices

1. The sisters could not have been more different; Kate,
the older of fhe two, was (i) and qmet, but
Jacie was quick; unpre ble, and well-known for her

(i) ——ea. NAtUTE.

Bank() g i)
petulant
tempestuous
placid

g
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Straight-ahead road signs: Detour road signs:

And But

Since Despite

Also Yet

Thus However

Because Unless

; (semicolon) Rather

Likewise Although

Moreover While
How THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR TEXT COMPLETION Similarly On the other hand
(ONE-BLANK) WORKS In addition Unfortunately
Now let’s discuss how the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (One-Blank) works. Consequently /::::::T:elle;s

» STEP 1

Read the sentence, looking for clues.

There are always clues in the sentence that will point you to the right answer. The
missing words in Text Completion questions will usuall

. y have a relationship similar t
or opposite from key words in the sentence. ’ °

;): t:ueer::REI, a sc::micolon by itself always connects two closely related independent clauses.
colon is followed by a road sign, then that clue word determines the direction.

There are road signs in the GRE that tell i
to take a detour. €ll you to go straight ahead and those that tell you

“Detour” road signs change the direction
sentence contradict or qualify another o}
an answer is changed by these clues.

of the sentence. They make one part of the
art. The positive or negative connotation of

Key words and key phrases are the descriptors that lead to the meaning of the miss-
ing words.

® STEP 2

Predict an answer.

Once you've found the road sign and the key word(s) relevant to the blank, predict an
answer for the blank. Your prediction does not have to be a sophisticated or complex
word or phrase, but simply a paraphrase that logically fits into the sentence. By pre-
dicting, you avoid the temptation of trying every answer choice on its own, which can
take up valuable time on test day.

® STEP3

Select the choice that most closely matches your prediction.

Quickly go through the choices and see which one most closely matches, and elimi-
nate whichever choices do not fit your prediction. If none of the choices match your
prediction, you should reread the question and revisit Steps 1 and 2.

» STEP 4

Check your answer.

This step is simply double-checking that you did your work correctly and that your
answer choice is correct in context. If your answer makes sense when you read your
choice back into the sentence, you can confirm and move on. If your choice does not
make sense when you read it back into the sentence, you should reread the question

and revisit Steps 1 through 3.
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How 10 APPLY THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR TEXT COMPLETION
(ONE-BLANK)
Now let’s apply the Kaplan Method to a Text Completion (One-Blank) question:

1. The yearly financial statement of a large corporation mayseem ______ at
first, but the persistent reader soon finds its pages of facts and figures easy to
decipher.

@ bewildering
@ surprising
C© inviting
@ misguided
® uncoordinated
» STEP 1
Read the sentence, looking for clues.
B:: sententche contains the detour road sign but, which indicates that the correct answer
mean the opposite of another key word or ke i
Ppo! Yy phrase in th
phrase to note in this example is “easy to decipher.” - senience. The key
» STEP2
Predict an answer,
Knowing that the blank must co i
ntrast with the phrase “easy t i g
predict that the blank will be similar to “difficult to understan); ”o recpher you can
® STEP3
Select the choice that most closely matches yoyr prediction
Qu(i‘ckly go through the choices and see which one most closel
understand,” which in thi b S€ly matches “difficult
this case is choice (A), bewildering. ©
» STEP 4

Check your answer.
Plugging the word bew;
ewildering into the
se :
statement of 3 large corporat ntence fits the context:

0N may seem bewilderi :
SO0 ering at f
" finds ts pages offacts and figures easy to deciiherl :St, "

“The yearly financial
the persistent reader
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Now let’s apply the Kaplan Method to a second Text Completion (One-Blank) question:

2. Although the initial cost of installing solar panels to produce electricity can be
, the financial benefits are realized for years to come in the form of
reduced electric bills.

(A encouraging
minimal
(O exciting
(@ misleading
(B> exorbitant

® STEP 1
Read the sentence, looking for clues.
The sentence contains the detour road sign although, which indicates that the correct
answer will mean the opposite of a key word or key phrase in the sentence. The key
phrase to note in this example is “reduced electric bills.”

® STEP2
Predict an answer.
Knowing that the blank must contrast with the phrase “reduced electric bills,” you can
predict that the blank will be similar to “increased or high payments or costs.”

® STEP3
Select the choice that most closely matches your prediction.
Quickly go through the five choices and see which one most closely matches “increased
or high payments or costs,” which in this case is choice (E), exorbitant.

») STEP 4
Check your answer.
Plugging the word exorbitant into the sentence fits the context: “Although the initial
cost of installing solar panels to produce electricity can be exorbitant, the financial
benefits are realized for years to come in the form of reduced electric bills.”
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- THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR TEXT COMPLET
- (TWO-BLANK AND THREE-BLANK
STEP 1 Read the semtence, ooking for clues
STEP2. Predict an answer for the easier/easle
STEPA Predict and select for the remaining bl
STEP5 Checkyour answers. i

How THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR TEXT COMPLETION
(Two-BLANK AND THREE-BLANK) WORKS

Now let’s discuss how the Kaplan Method for Text Completion (Two-Blank and Three-
Blank) works.

® STEP 1
Read the sentence, looking for clues.

There are clues in the sentence that will point you to the right answer. The missing words
in Text Completions will usually have a relationship similar to or opposite from other
words. in the sentence. Now that you have multiple blanks to contend with, it is even
m'ore important to watch your road signs; different signs will point different'wa s. You
will also need to keep track of your key words and key phrases. Remember, vo y .d

get the answer choices for all the blanks right for the question to be score'g a: Scfr‘erectt0

On the GRE,

clauses. If a semicolon is followed by a ro
direction. There are road signs in the G
that tell you to take a detour.

ad sign, then that road sign determines the
RE that tell you to go straight ahead and others

“Straight-ahead” road sj

gns are used to make on
e
elaborate anoth
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® STEP 2

Predict an answer for the easier/easiest blank.

Identify the easier/easiest blank to work with. Once you've found the road sign and
the key word(s) relevant to the easier/easiest blank, predict an answer for that blank.
Your prediction does not have to be a sophisticated or complex word or phrase, but
simply a paraphrase that logically fits into the sentence. By predicting, you avoid the
temptation of trying every answer choice on its own, which can take up valuable time
on test day.

* STEP3

Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.

Quickly go through the choices and see which one most closely matches your predic-
tion. Simultaneously, eliminate whichever answer choices do not fit your prediction. If
none of the choices match your prediction, you should reread the question and revisit
Steps 1 and 2. If one does match, you should proceed to Step 4.

» STEP 4

Predict and select for the remaining blanks.
Once you have completed the easier/easiest blank, you provide a context in which to
interpret the remaining blanks.

For two-blank Text Completions, use the context to help you choose the answer for the
remaining blank. If the answers for the second blank are not working out, you know

you need to go back to Step 2.

For three-blank Text Completions, select the easier of the two remaining blanks and
predict which choice will most logically complete the sentence. You now have two blanks
to provide context for the last, most difficult blank. This way, your approach to two- and
three-blank questions is just a logical extension of your approach to one-blank questions.

» STEP5

Check your answers.

This step is simply double-checking that you did your work correctly and that your
answer choices are correct in context. If your answers make sense when you read your
choices back into the sentence, you can confirm and move on. If your choices do not
make sense when you read them back into the sentence, you should reread the ques-

tion and revisit Steps 1 through 4.
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How 10 APPLY THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR TEXT COMPLETION
(TWo-BLANK AND THREE-BLANK)
Now let’s apply the Kaplan Method to a Text Completion (Two-Blank) question:

1. Everyone believed the team was favored with athletic talent and a seasoned,
successful coaching staff; consequently, it was difficult to ()—___ why the
teamwas(ii) _____ so badly against one of the worst teams in the division.

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
A fathom D elevating
B reveal E  dominating
C explore F__ floundering
® STEP 1
Read the sentence, looking for clues.
In this sentence, the straight-ahead road sign consequently indicates that the correct
answer \'mll s'upport or elaborate on another word or phrase in the text. The key word
to note in this example is “badly.”
® STEP2
Predict an answer for the easier/easiest blank.
Knowi
:::v;r;g t,:;ti tthehsecond blank r.nust Sfjp.port or elaborate on the phrase “so badly,”
y Predict that the blank will be similar to “not doing very well.”
» STEP3
(S)el‘e:: the al:‘swer choice that most closely matches your prediction.
uickly go through the three choices and see which on
iy e € most closely matches “not
doing very well,” which, in this case, is choice (F), floundering,
» STEP4

Predict and select for the remaining blanks,

Once you have completed th
the remaining missing word.

For the remaini i
maining blank, select the choice that will most logically complete the sentence

The first clause in the sentence indi
Icated that the te o
poorly, and this is “difficult” for ev st Eee sge?\::llbui: o
- In other words,

€ryone, because it does
itis har i —
d to understand, The answer choice most like “understand” is (), fathom
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® STEP 5

Check your answers.

Plugging the selected words into the sentence fits the context: “Everyone believed
the team was favored with athletic talent and a seasoned, successful coaching staff;
consequently, it was difficult to fathom why the team was floundering so badly against
one of the worst teams in the division.”

Now let’s apply the Kaplan Method to a Text Completion (Three-Blank) question:

It seemed there would be no resolving the matter, since both sides felt they

had reached an (i) ; neither side would (ii) , and the
resulting (iii) would keep their relationship strained and fragile
for years to come.
Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
A  apogee D capitulate G acrimony
B  epiphany E regress H cacophony
C impasse F impugn I sinecure

» STEP1

Read the sentence, looking for clues.

In this sentence, there are clues in the phrases “no resolving the matter” and “strained
and fragile,” which, along with the straight-ahead road signs “since” and “and,” sug-
gest that the correct answers are going to describe or support a conflict between
disagreeing parties. In this example, you may already sense the words that complete
at least one of the blanks just from the construction of the sentence.

® STEP2

Predict an answer for the easier/easiest blank.
Determine that the answer for the first blank must support or elaborate on the phrase

“no resolving the matter.”

® STEP 3

Select the answer choice that most closely matches your prediction.
Quickly go through the choices and see which one most closely matches “no resolving
the matter.” You can predict the answer will be (C), impasse.
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» STEP 4
Predict and select for the remaining blanks.
For the remaining blanks, select the choice that will most logically complete the sen-
tence. The sentence tells us the sides are at an impasse, or blocked path. Predict the
answers for the second and third blanks by thinking how groups at an impasse would
feel and act. Determine that they are not willing to (D) capitulate, or give in on their
demands, and that the result would be (G) acrimony, or bitter feelings, between the
two sides.

» STEP S

Check your answers.

Plugging the words impasse, capitulate, and acrimony into the sentence fits the con-
text: “It seemed there would be no resolving the matter, since both sides felt they had

reached an impasse; neither side would capitulate, and the resulting acrimony would
keep their relationship strained and fragile for years to come.”

KAPLAN’S ADDITIONAL TIPS
FOR TEXT COMPLETION QUESTIONS

Look for What’s Directly Implied and Not an Ambiguous Interpretation

The questions you'll encounter are written in sophisticated but still logical and straight-
forward prose. Therefore, the correct answer is the one most directly implied by the
meanings of the words in the sentence. These sentences are constructed to allow you
to identify the answer using the inferential strategies you just practiced, ’

Don’t Be Too Creative

Read the sentence literally,

not ilnaginatively Pay attention to th i
wi ' em
ords, instead of any associ €aning of the

ations or feelings that might come up for you.

Use Word Roots

| .

n the GRE Resourcse section at the back of this book, you can learn the Latin and Greek
rds. If you can’t figure out the Meaning of a word, take
ng. Etymology can often provide clues

ot definition with the word in context.

Part Two: Verbal Reasoning
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TEXT COMPLETION PRACTICE SET

Try the following Text Completion questions using the Kaplan Method for Text
Completion. If you're up to the challenge, time yourself; on test day, you'll want to

spend only 1 to 1.5 minutes on each question, depending on the number of blanks.

1. The young man always had to have the last word; he would rather be disliked

than
(A gainsaid
selfish
C© remembered
@ praised
(® different

2. The giant squid’s massive body, adapted for deep-sea life, breaks apart in the
reduced pressures of higher ocean elevations, making the search for an intact

specimen one of the most quests in all of marine biology.

(A meaningful
elusive
C© popular
(@ expensive
(® profitable

3. Although situated in the same neighborhood, the little brick house seemed

@ compared to the ornate, almost (ii) new house beside it.
Blank (i) Blank (ii)
A  impressive D translucent
B dilapidated E diminutive
C  desirable F  ostentatious

&;wk:&:z.:,“‘;-ﬂ P B nssaif

B T
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moved to (ii)

. The (i) _____ gave such an impassioned speech that the crowd seemed

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
A orator despair
B  miscreant duress
C interloper ebullience

(iii)

Blank (i)

- His explosive, rude remarks convinced many that he was (i)
(i) ———_ character, suddenly making his future as a politician seem

Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
A  indifferent D courageous G guaranteed
B charming E virtuous H  precarious
C volatile F  ignoble | |1 facetious

Part Two: Verbal Reasoning
Text Completion

TEXT COMPLETION PRACTICE SET
ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. A

The semicolon between these clauses is a straight-ahead road sign; these two ideas are
closely related or elaborate upon each other. Since the blank is in the second clause, look
to the first for direction. There you discover that this person always has to be right, or
have the last word in an argument. The second clause will be consistent with this notion;
it explains just how much he needs the last word. He would rather be disliked than have
what happen? A good prediction would be: “He'd rather be disliked than contradicted.”

Choice (A) gainsaid matches the prediction, but look at the others just to be sure. Scanning
the other choices quickly, you see that all of the remaining options do not support the
first part of the sentence. None of these other choices reinforces the idea that he always
has to be right, so even if you aren’t familiar with the word gainsaid, you can still get the
right answer.

2. B

The key word here is “intact,” which means that although specimens have been collected,
they have rarely (if ever) been in one piece when recovered. You can fairly assume that
recovering an intact specimen is difficult. When you look for a synonym for “difficult” in
the answer choices, you recognize elusive (B) as your answer.

3. B,F

In this case, the second blank is easier to predict than the first, so start with that one. The
word “almost” before the second blank tells you the correct choice will be a word that
means nearly the same as “ornate.” Something ostentatious is considered showy, excessive,

or ornate, so the correct choice is (F).

There are several road signs, key words, and phrases in this sentence that give clues.
“Although” with “compared” tells you there is something different about the two houses.
The detour road sign “although” tells us the choice in the first blank will have a meaning
opposite of “ornate” and will be a synonym for “run-down.” The state of being “run-down”
is not considered impressive (A) or desirable (C), so the correct choice is (B), dilapidated.

4. AF
The key phrase for the first blank is “impassioned speech.” You can tell the correct answer

for the first blank is someone who can speak expressively. Miscreants (B) and interlopers

(C) are not necessarily excellent speakers, but orators are. The correct choice is (A).

For the second blank, the key words are “impassioned” and “moved,” which tell you the
speaker’s words had a positive effect on the crowd. Since despair (D) and duress (E) are not

positive, the answer is (F) ebullience.



i 66 Part Two: Verbal Reasoning
Chapter 5

5. C,FH

For the first blank, the key phrase is “explosive, rude remarks.” Choice (A) indifferent sug-
gests neutrality, but being explosive and rude is far from being neutral. The second choice,
charming (B), does not make sense because someone who is “explosive” and “rude” is not
seen as being charming. Choice (C) volatile means “unstable,” the same as “explosive.”

CHAPTER 6

Since we know the subject of the sentence is explosive, rude, and volatile, we can predict
his character will be seen in negative ways. Because courage and virtue have positive

connotations, choice (F) ignoble is the correct choice. Se n te n Ce Eq u iva le n Ce

With the information that he is explosive, rude, volatile, and ignoble, predict what kind of
“future as a politician” he will have. This is the key phrase for identifying the third blank. His
character suggests he is not popular, so we can conclude his future is not (G) guaranteed.
Choice (1) facetious, means “witty,” which does not fit with the negative description of the

speaker. Choice (H) precarious, means “uncertain,” which fits the context of the sentence
and is the correct choice.

i
:

INTRODUCTION TO SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE

Each Verbal Reasoning section features approximately four Sentence Equivalence ques-
tions. In each sentence, one word will be missing, and you must identify two correct
words to complete the sentence. The correct answer choices, when used in the sentence,
will result in the same meaning for both sentences. This question type tests your ability
to figure out how a sentence should be completed by using the meaning of the entire

sentence.

The directions for Sentence Equivalence will look like this:

Select the two answer choices that, when inserted into the sentence, fit the mean-
ing of the sentence as a whole and yield complete sentences that are similar in

meaning.
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A Sentence Equivalence question will look like this:

1. She volunteered to work in a soup kitchen because
of her nature.

selfish

naive

altruistic
baneful
candid

benevolent
LT

Click to select your choices

Part Two: Verbal Reasoning I
Sentence Equivalence

THE KAPLAN MET :OD FOR SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE

ASTEP 1 Read the sentence*
STEP 2 Predn:t an ansiver
STEP3 Setect the two chmceé &at most clo
STEP 4 Check your answers tosee ifthe sentence retains the same meaning.

match your predictlon. )

How THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE WORKS

Now let’s discuss how the Kaplan Method for Sentence Equivalence works.

 STEP 1
Read the sentence, looking for clues.

As you read the sentence, pay attention to the part of speech that the answer choice
will be and compare it with the answer choices. Also look for specific words in the
sentence that will help you to understand its meaning. These are called “key words”
or “road signs"—descriptive phrases or contextual clues that suggest the meaning of
the missing word.

Words that connect one part of a sentence to another (“straight-ahead” road signs)
include the following:

And Also
Similarly Thus

In addition Because
Consequently Likewise
Since Moreover

Words that indicate one part of the sentence contradicts another part of the sentence
(“detour” road signs) include these:

But Although

Despite While

Yet On the other hand
However Unfortunately
Unless Nonetheless
Rather Conversely

Being aware of these road signs will help you to figure out the meaning of the sentence.
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» STEP2
Predict an answer.
Once you have read the sentence and identified clues to words that will complete the
sentence, predict an answer. Your prediction should be a word that you choose on
your own before you look at the answer choices. The prediction word should also be
a simple word that logically completes the sentence.

» STEP3
Select the two choices that most closely match your prediction.
Quickly review the six answer choices and choose the two words that, when plugged
into the sentence, most closely make the intended meaning of the sentence match
your prediction. Eliminate the answer choices that do not fit your prediction. Some-
times you will need to adjust your prediction in order to find two answer choices that
match each other.

» STEP 4

Check your answers to see if the sentence retains the same meaning.

Read the sentence with each answer choice plugged in to check that you have selected

charge of a word's meaning. For example,
e thing, but “despise” has a much stronger
entence should have the same meaning. If
e sense when you reread the sentence, revisit

“dislike” and “despise” both mean the sam
degree of charge to that meaning. Each s
one or both of your answers does not mak
the question and repeat Steps 1, 2, and 3
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How 10 APPLY THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE

Now let’s apply the Kaplan Method to a Sentence Equivalence question.

1. She volunteered to work in a soup kitchen because ofher _____ nature.

selfish
naive
altruistic
baneful
candid

benevolent

[ [ B [ =] =]

® STEP 1
Read the sentence, looking for clues.
One clue to the correct answer in this sentence is to figure out the part of speech.of
the missing word. The missing word in this sentence is an adjective because it modifies
the noun “nature.” Another clue in this sentence is the key word “volunteer.” A volun-
teer is someone who offers his or her time or skills without pay. The blank will be an
adjective with a positive connotation that describes the type of person who volunteers.

® STEP 2
Predict an answer. ) . .
Knowing that the blank must describe someone who .offers :ns or h:er time or skills
without pay, you can predict that the blank will be similar to “helpful.

 STEP 3 -
Select the two choices that most closely match your prediction.
Quickly review the six answer choices to see which two vYords most closely match
“helpful,” which in this case are choice (C) altruistic and choice (F) benevolent.

e i eanin
Check your answers to see if the sentence retains the same m g.

if i . ure
Plug each answer choice into the sentence to see if it matches the context. Make s

that each sentence has the same meaning:

“She volunteered to work in a soup kitchen because of her altruistic nature.

“She volunteered to work in a soup kitchen because of her benevolent nature.
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Now let's apply the Kaplan Method to a second Sentence Equivalence question.
2. While the first speaker at the conference was confusing and unclear, the
second speaker was
[A] articulate
experienced
melancholy
[0 ambiguous
[E] eloquent
[F] vociferous
® STEP 1
Read the sentence, looking for clues.
In this sentence, the clue word “while” is a detour road sign. “While” indicates that the
second part of the sentence will mean the opposite of the first part of the sentence.
The first speaker was described as “confusing” and “unclear,” which are the key words
in this question. The correct answer means the opposite.
) STEP2
Predict an answer,
Knowing that the blank will mean the o i " i
PPosite of “confusing” and “unclear,”
predict that blank will be similar to “clear.” v yesan
) STEP 3
Select the two choices that most closely match your prediction.
g;ltccl:y. glo :fwrough the six answer choices and see which two words most closely
clear” in the context of speaking. In this case, these are choice (R) articulat
and choice (E) eloquent. He
» STEP 4

Check your answers to see if the sente

Plug each answer choice i
that each sentence has th

nce retains the same Mmeaning,

nto the sentence to see if it matches t

. he context. Make sure
€ same meaning:

“While the first S
peaker at the conferenc i
speaker was articylate * € Was confusing and unclear, the secong
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KAPLAN’S ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR
SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE

Consider All Answer Choices

Make sure to read and check all answer choices in the sentence before making your
final choice. An answer may fit well in the sentence and closely match your prediction,
but if there is no other answer choice that also completes the sentence with the same
meaning, it isn't correct.

Paraphrase the Question

If you rephrase a difficult or longer sentence into your own words, it will be easier to
make a prediction for the answer. Paraphrasing will also make sure that you understand
the meaning of the sentence.

Look Beyond Synonyms

Simply finding a synonym pair in the answer choices will not always lead you to the
correct answer. Answer choices may include a pair of words that are synonyms but do
not fit in the context of the sentence. Both of those two choices will be incorrect. The
meaning of each sentence must be the same and correct. Be sure to try both wo‘rds
in the sentence, checking that each sentence has the same meaning, before making

your final choice.

Use Prefixes, Suffixes, and Roots
Think about the meaning of the prefixes, suffixes, and roots in words that you know

if you are struggling to figure out the definition of a word.
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SENTENCE EQU'VALEN CE PRACTICE SET 4. Her last-minute vacation was compared to her usual trips,

which are planned down to the last detail.

Try the following Sentence Equivalence questions using the Kaplan Method for Sen-

: _ expensive
tence Equivalence. If you're up to the challenge, time yourself; on test day, you'll want

to spend only about one minute on each question. spontaneous
predictable
1. She was unable to move her arm after the stroke; in addition, the stroke [D] satisfying
her ability to speak. [E] impulsive
[A] appeased atrocious
satisfied
impeded 5. After staying up all night she felt extremely ; however, she still |
B helped ran three miles with her friends. %
(€] hindered [A] apprehensive
[E] assisted lethargic
controversial
2. ;\lthough the lab assi'stant openly apologized for allowing the samples to spoil, [D] sluggish
er did not appease the research head, and she was let go. (€] vigorous
[a] insincerity energetic
frankness

falsehoods

(0] candor
(€] inexperience
[F]

hesitation

3. Afterwards, the late man’s wife could not stop crying;

wasvery similarly, his daughter

overjoyed «
morose
abashed
lucid
nonplussed
doleful
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SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE PRACTICE SET
ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

10 c, E
The straight-ahead road sign “in addition” in this sentence is a clue that both parts of the
sentence are related. Since the missing word is in the second part of the sentence, the

first part gives a clue to what your prediction should be. The person had a stroke and was
unable to move her arm.

Use this to make a prediction such as “She was unable to move her arm after the stroke;
in addition, it prevented her ability to speak.”

Quickly review the answer choices, looking for two words that closely match your prediction.
(C) impeded and (E) hindered both have the meaning “to interfere”

in the blank will express the good thing she did

similar to “honesty.” Choices (), (C), (E), and (F) are n
choices (B) and (D). (B) frankn
They're your answers,

Ot synonyms for “honesty,” leaving
ess and (D) candor both carry the meaning of “forthright.”

3. B,F

The word “similarly” in this sent
out the blank. it indicates that
In the sentence, the wife was C

ence is a straight-ahead road sign that You can use to figure

th'e sentence will continye to move in the same direction.
rying, and her daughter felt the same way.
Use this to make a prediction

such as “Afterwards e w
ing; similarly, his daughter wa  the late man's wi

S very m_n

Quickly revi : .

the se:tenc:‘:nt:emaenasr:v tel':ec ? oees |f>okmg f?r 3 match. Both (B) morose and (F) dolorous fit

50 It does not make senge s oame thing. Choice (A), overjoyed, is the opposite of depressed

person, chaice (b) | - S0meone who feels abashed, choice (C), is embarrassed. A | d
) is very clearheaded, and nonplyssed (E) means perplexed “

fe could not stop cry-
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4. B,E
The phrase “compared to her usual trips” is a clue that the first half of the sentence will
have an opposite meaning; that is, her “last-minute” vacation was apparently unusual.

You can use this phrase to make a prediction such as “Her last-minute vacation was
unplanned compared to her usual trips, which are planned down to the last detail.”

Something that is unplanned is done without much preparation or careful thought. Both
choice (B) and choice (E) match this prediction. Choice (B) spontaneous means something
that happens without planning, and choice (E) impulsive means doing something without
careful thought. Choice (A) expensive, doesn't fit with “unplanned”; nor does (C) predictable

(the opposite), (D) satisfying, or (F) atrocious.

5. B,D
When someone stays up all night, he or she is usually very tired. The detour road sign in
this sentence is “however” in the second clause. It indicates that the person in the sentence

went running, which takes a lot of energy, even though he or she was up all night.

You can use this clue to make a prediction such as: “After staying up all night she felt
extremely tired; however, she still ran three miles with her friends.

Scan the answer choices, looking for a match. You find it in (B) lethargic and (I?) slug:qish,
both of which mean “tired.” Choices (E) vigorous and (F) energetic fzre th.e opposite of t!red.
Choice (A) apprehensive can be used to describe someone who !s anxious, but not tired.
Choice (C) controversial can be used to describe something that is open to debate.
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CHAPTER 7

Reading Comprehension

INTRODUCTION TO READING COMPREHENSION

Reading Comprehension is the only question type that appears on all major standard-
ized tests, and with good reason. No matter what academic discipline you pursue, you'll
have to make sense of dense, complex written material. This means that being able
to understand and assess what you read is a critical skill for every graduate student.

To make the test as relevant as possible, and to better evaluate your ability to under-
stand graduate-level material, ETS adapts its content from “real-world,” graduate-level
documents. The GRE traditionally takes its topics from four disciplines: social sciences,
biological sciences, physical sciences, and the arts and humanities.

The GRE includes roughly ten reading passages spread between the two Verbal Reason-
ing sections of the test. Many of these passages are one paragraph in length, although
a few are longer. Each passage is followed by one to six questions that relate to that
passage. These questions will test your ability to ascertain the author’s purpose and

meaning, to consider what inferences can properly be drawn from the passage, to

research details in the text, and to understand the meaning of words and the function

of sentences in context.

%k Tocom. Vaviim]l Dane an e I
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Reading Comprehension 1
Chapter7
i i i ne or more of which
i h il ear in The second type of question gives you three different answers, o o
A sentence that tells how many questions are based on eac passage Wil app are true. You will be asked to mark down all correct answers. All correct ans
boldface before the passage, like this:

be selected, and no partial credit will be given for only getting some of the right

irecti i tion will look like this:
Questions 1.3 are based on the passage below. answers. The directions for this type of ques

A Reading Comprehension passage will look like this:

Consider each of the following choices separately and select all that apply.

Many baseball enthusiasts are aware of the story of how Abner Doubleday

invented the game of baseball with some friends in 1839 and introduced it to . ) . ike this:
; i of this type will look like this:

a nation during the Civil War. However, most baseball historians now agree A Reading Comprehension question P

that this story is a convenient fiction, propagated by Albert Spalding, a player,

manager, owner, and one of the first manufacturers of sporting equipment.

Spalding’s desire to distinguish baseball, which so keenly mirrored American

interests and pursuits, from similar games played in England, such as cricket
and rounders,

. . Which of the following can you tell for certain
led Spalding to seek out a purely colonial origin to the sport. based on he passage?
Spalding’s entire basis for the foundation of baseball history lay in a hand-

written letter in 1907 that he said came from a man who claimed to have

gone to school with Doubleday and attributed the invention to him. De
the speculative and dubious claims of the letter,

of his commission were quick to adopt the narr
market their sport to the masses as a truly Am

Abner Doubleday was not a real person.

’ Albert Spalding had a lot of control over the business
splte of baseball.
Spalding and other members

ative as gospel and began to
erican pursuit,

Baseball has a lot in common with the game of cricket.

Click to select your choices

prehension question of this type will look like this:

1. Which of the following statements is

suggested by the passage?
. i in which the author states that
Abner Doubleday did invent the game of basebal], o th;ms:f:el:u‘gpomng —
: . there was only one piece 0
Claxmmg baseball to be invented by an American would help 5

Spalding sell more sporting equipment,
Baseball is no

t truly an American sport,
Many people in Spalding

's day wanted to b li
was invented by an American),' 0 believe baseball

The other members of Spalding’s s
the letter about Abner bl comumission knew that

Doubleday wag probably fraudulent,

Mbubumm

—_—

origin of baseball.

Clok o select your choice
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THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR READING C‘MPREHENSION =
v Read the passag strategicaly. T T
STEP 2 Analyze the question stem. B LIl
STEP3 Research the relevant text in the passage..

STEP4 Make a prediction. s

STEP5 Evaluate the answer choices.

How THE KAPLAN METHOD FOR READING COMPREHENSION WORKS
Now let’s discuss how the Kaplan Method for Reading Comprehension works.

® STEP1
Read the passage strategically.

Reading strategically means identifying the topic, scope, and purpose of a passage, as
well as noting the passage’s structure and main points. The topic is the general subject
matter, and the scope is the specific aspect of the topic that the author focuses on. The

topic of the passage above is Abner Doubleday and baseball, but the scope is limited
to the myth about his role in creating the sport.

In order to nail down topic, scope, and purpose, you should target the bones of the
piece in the form of the passage’s main ideas, primary arguments, secondary argu-
ments, supporting statements or evidence, and conclusions. At this point you should
start making your passage map or at least take notes on scratch Paper about the points
discussed above, For each paragraph, write a 1-2 sentence summary that highlights the
main points. For any given Passage, you should be able to both summarize the text and

ideas and statements,

With each passage, you need to look for the

ten? While numerous facts will be provided in
purely informative. Each Passage will attempt t
convince you that the subject is important. The istoi '

purpose of the text: Why was it writ-
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more effective) or assertions (should, must, need to), then the author is likely trying to
persuade you. If the author writes in a more straightforward style with no persuasive
or judgmental terminology, the piece is likely informative. Pieces written in that tone
are more likely to have the purpose of explanation or description in mind. Purpose
is itself important, as it is closely tied to the author’s opinion on the subject matter.
This is of crucial importance for Inference questions.

In general, a social sciences piece is likely to argue a position, as the complex nature
of human behavior and interaction is open to wide interpretation. Likewise, a discus-
sion of a piece of art or literature will likely contain arguments as the author asserts an
interpretation of these art forms. Scientific articles, on the other hand, will be mainly
informative, seeking primarily to explain a scientific concept or discovery. Still, arguments
may be advanced or conclusions drawn about the importance of these discoveries or
principles in daily application. Therefore, you should pay close attention to tone, as it
greatly informs the argument.

® STEP2

Analyze the question stem.

Many test takers attempt to “shortcut” the process of a Reading Comprehension pas-
sage by reading the question stems before reading the passage itself in hopes of
giving themselves a “clue” about what to look for as they read. This is almost always a
mistake. All Reading Comprehension requires an active awareness and understanding
of what is being read, as described in Step 1. The nature of the question stem should
not dissuade you from making your own interpretations prior to reading the passage.
Therefore, you should be cautious and try not to allow the nature of the stem to influ-

ence your interpretation of a passage.

Also, one question stem following the passage may concern itself with a pass.age’s tone,
whereas another question may focus on a vocabulary term in context. Tr‘ylng to rea.d
with these questions in mind will affect your sense of priority in interpreting fhe main
ideas of the passage. It is more important for you to be able to use the question stem
to know where to look in researching the passage for details than for you to try.to use
the stem as a road map in advance. Your passage map and/or not.es will organize the
reading well enough to allow you to find the correct answer(s) quickly.

The purpose of analyzing a question stem is to look for gu'idance as to the specificity
and uniqueness of the answer being sought. Some questions are general questions
that you may already have the answer to, such as "what,"s the purpose of this pas-
sage?” or “Which of these mirrors the author’s conclusion?” By having followed Step 1,

you may already have the information needed to answer this question.
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In many cases, however, the question stem indicates a relationship between the answers
that should serve as a clue as to how to proceed. If a question asks for the “best”
answer or one th