
TOEFL Independent Sample Essay  

Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what type of neighbor is the 

best to have? 

-someone who is quiet 

 -someone who we are similar to 

 -someone who is supportive 

Use specific details and examples in your answer. 

 

Answer: 

 

People’s lives are massively affected by the type of people they are residing with as neighbors. 

In my personal opinion, it is crucial to have empathetic neighbors. I will state the reasons for 

thinking so. 

Firstly, we all live in a very uncertain environment where anything can go wrong at any moment 

causing us harm. A supportive neighbor will be of utmost help during those traumatic times. It is 

the neighbor who will be able to access you during emergency times even before anybody else 

arrives and provide aid. One of my experiences will better pillar the statement, my family 

suffered from a massive fire breakout quite some years back. Though nobody was injured it cost 

us numerous personal belongings of ours which traumatized us. But we were slightly able to 

compose ourselves when a kind neighbor immediately called the fire department and offered us 

fresh clothes, food and asked us to stay over that night at his place. 

Another very big reason is the care your children will get when you will not be around, or to 

keep your children in safe hands. For instance, a few days back I was working from home and 

my wife was at her office and my kid was with me. Suddenly I got a call from my senior that I 

need to be present at a place to give a presentation to a new client of the organization. I was quite 

stressed out in the beginning but a thought came to my mind to ask my neighbor lady if she 

could tend my kid that evening, fortunately, she instantly agreed to it. It is because of her being 

cooperative I could attend the meeting and didn’t have to face any repercussions the following 

day. 

In conclusion, it should be stated that good neighbors are a necessity in today’s time. They are 

the nearest helpers when any emergency is caused. 
 


