
Below is a text with blanks. Select the appropriate answer choice for each blank. 
The Eiffel Tower was the tallest building in the world when it was completed in 1889. It was built for the 

World's Fair to   that iron could be as strong as stone while being infinitely lighter. 
And in fact the wrought-iron tower is twice as tall as the masonry Washington Monument and yet it 
weighs 70,000 tons less! It is repainted every seven years with 50 tons of dark brown paint. 

Called "the father of the skyscraper," the Home Insurance Building,    in Chicago in 
1885 (and demolished in 1931), was 138 feet tall and 10 stories. It was the first building to effectively 

employ a supporting    of steel beams and columns, allowing it to have many more 
windows than traditional masonry structures. But this new construction method made people worry that 

the building would fall down, leading the city to halt construction until they could  

  the structure's safety. 

In 1929, auto tycoon Walter Chrysler took part in an intense race with the Bank of Manhattan Trust 
Company to build the world's tallest skyscraper. Just when it looked like the bank had captured 

the  title, workers at the Chrysler Building jacked a thin spire hidden inside the 
building through the top of the roof to win the contest (subsequently losing the title four months later to the 
Empire State Building). Chrysler also decorated his building to mirror his cars, with hubcaps, mudguards, 
and hood ornaments. 

Below is a text with blanks. Select the appropriate answer choice for each blank. 
Founded after World War II by 51 "peace-loving states" combined to oppose future aggression, the United 

Nations now counts 192 member nations,    its newest members, Nauru, Kiribati, and 
Tonga in 1999, Tuvalu and Yugoslavia in 2000, Switzerland and East Timor in 2002, and Montenegro in 
2006. 
 

United Nations Day has been    on October 24 since 1948 and celebrates the 
objectives and accomplishments of the organization, which was established on October 24, 1945. 

The UN    in peacekeeping and humanitarian missions across the globe. Though some 

say its   has declined in recent decades, the United Nations still plays a 
tremendous role in world politics. In 2001 the United Nations and Kofi Annan, then Secretary-General of 
the UN, won the Nobel Peace Prize "for their work for a better organized and more peaceful world." 
 

Since 1948 there have been 63 UN peacekeeping  16 are currently under way. 
Thus far, close to 130 nations have contributed personnel at various times; 119 are currently providing 
peacekeepers. As of August 31, 2008, there were 16 peacekeeping operations underway with a total of 
88,230 personnel. The small island nation of Fiji has taken part in virtually every UN peacekeeping 
operation, as has Canada. 

Below is a text with blanks. Select the appropriate answer choice for each blank. 
C. S. Lewis, or Jack Lewis, as he preferred to be called, was born in Belfast, Ireland (now Northern 
Ireland) on November 29, 1898. He was the second son of Albert Lewis, a lawyer, and Flora Hamilton 
Lewis. His older brother, Warren Hamilton Lewis, who was known as Warnie, had been born three 

years    in 1895. 

Lewis's early childhood was relatively happy and carefree. In those days Northern Ireland was not 

yet    by bitter civil strife, and the Lewises were comfortably off. The family home, 
called Little Lea, was a large, gabled house with dark, narrow passages and an overgrown garden, which 



Warnie and Jack played in and    together. There was also a library that was 
crammed with books - two of Jack's favorites were Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson and The 
Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett. 

This somewhat idyllic boyhood came to an end for Lewis when his mother became ill and died of cancer 
in 1908. Barely a month after her death the two boys were sent away from home to go to boarding school 
in England. 

Lewis hated the school, with its strict rules and hard,    headmaster, and he 
missed Belfast terribly. Fortunately for him, the school closed in 1910, and he was able to return to 
Ireland. 

After a year, however, he was sent back to England to study. This time, the  

 proved to be mostly positive. As a teenager, Lewis learned to love poetry, especially the works of Virgil 
and Homer. He also developed an interest in modern languages, mastering French, German, and Italian. 

 


