
ACT ENGLISH PRACTICE PAPER  

My childhood was fairly idyllic. I grew up in southern suburbia, we could play 
outside nearly year round. We almost played outside every day. Our days 
were filled with bike rides, jumping on the trampoline, playing in the 
sprinklers, and also imagination games. Countless afternoons were spent in 
the side yard of our home, where our imaginations were the limit to our fun. 
One of our favorite games was “Lost Children.” Oddly enough, the parents in 
the game were always deceased or fighting in a foreign war. The source of 
this game likely stemmed from the books we read. 

My mother’s old, rusty, orange wheelbarrow was perpetually propped up 
against the fence, to serve as the base for our makeshift range. The metal 
braces beneath the wheelbarrow bin provided the perfect resting place for a 
pair of burners, hastily sketched on a flat board. Old paint buckets became a 
sink and a stained picnic table was scrubbed to a relative state of 
cleanliness. Our visitors, who were often kings and queens, were served 
heaping helpings of mud and grass pie, possibly adorned with a side helping 
of flowers. Household chores were far more fun to do in our imaginary world, 
and we would eagerly sweep and dust our humble home. Even covered in 
leaves, we loved our outdoor kitchen.   

Other days, we would scamper around the neighborhood park, sometimes 
venturing into the woods to go exploring. One time we borrowed my little 
sister’s wagon and flew down the sides of the ditch. Although we had a grand 
time my mother was not pleased when she had to replace the broken axle. On 
adventurous days, we would pretend to be statues on the entrance sign to our 
neighborhood. But, the most perfect afternoons were spent biking up to the 
local corner store. With spending money burning a hole in our pockets, we 
would peruse the convenience store shelves, and after carefully picking our 
selections, we would pedal home. Our plastic shopping bags hung from the 
handlebars, rustling in the wind. 

The bite of crisp fall evenings would barely phase our childlike fantasies. But, 
to our dismay, twilight would inevitably seep into our childhood world. Mother 
would call us in for dinner and a bath, if needed. Tired, beds were welcomed. I 
would often fall asleep to the gentle rhythm of my mother’s voice. 

1. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 



NO CHANGE 

select
 

Our visitors who were often kings and queens 

select
 

Our visitors, who were often kings and queens 

select
 

Our visitors who were often kings and queens, 
 

Adapted from “Emerson’s Prose Works” in The Works of Orestes A. 
Brownson: Philosophy of Religion by Orestes Brownson (ed. 1883) 

Mr. Emersons literary reputation is established and placed beyond the reach 
of criticism. No living writer surpasses him in his mastery of pure and classic 
English; nor do any equal him—neither in the exquisite delicacy and finish of 
his chiseled sentences, or in the metallic ring of his style. It is only as a thinker 
and teacher that we can venture any inquiry into his merits; and as such we 
cannot suffer ourselves to be imposed upon by his oracular manner, nor by 
the apparent originality either of his views or his expressions. 

Mr. Emerson has had a swarm both of admirers but also of detractors. With 
many, he is a philosopher and sage, almost a god; while with others, he is 
regarded as an unintelligible mystic, babbling nonsense fitted to captivate 
beardless young men and silly maidens with pretty curls, all of who constituted 
years ago the great body of his hearers and worshipers. We rank us in neither 
class, though we regard he as no ordinary man. Indeed, we believe he to be 
one of the deepest thinkers as well as one of the first poets of our country. 
Indeed, by long acquaintance have him and us been in mutual contact—if only 
from a distance at times. We know him to be a polished gentleman, a genial 
companion, and a warmhearted friend, whose' kindness does not pass over 
individuals and waste itself in a vague philanthropy. So much, at least, we can 
say of the man, and this do we base not only upon former 
personal acquaintance and upon our former study of his writings. 

2. What is the best form of the underlined selection, "acquaintance and upon our former study 

of his writings"? 

select
 

acquaintance and also upon our former study of his writings 

select
 



acquaintance but upon our former study of his writings 

select
 

acquaintance but also upon our former study of his writings 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

Adapted from “Authority: The Unavoidable” in What’s Wrong with the World by 
G.K. Chesterton (1912) 

The important point here is only that you cannot get rid of authority in 
education. It is not so much that parental authority ought to be preserved. The 
more, important truth, is that such authority cannot be destroyed. Mr. Bernard 
Shaw once said that he had hated the idea of forming a child's mind. In that 
case, Mr. Bernard Shaw had better hang himself, for he hates something 
inseparable from human life. I only mentioned [earlier in the book] the drawing 
out of the child’s abilities in order to point out that even this mental trick does 
not avoid the idea of parental or scholastic authority. The educator's drawing 
out is just as arbitrary and coercive as the instructor’s action, for he draws out 
what he chooses. He decides what in the child shall be developed and what 
shall not be developed. 

The only result of all this pompous distinction between the “educator” and the 
“instructor” is who the instructor pokes where he likes and the educator pulls 
where he likes. Exactly the same intellectual violence is done to the creature 
whom is poked and pulled. We must all except the responsibility of this 
intellectual violence, whether from poking or from pulling. 

Education is violent; because it is creative. It is such because it is human. It 
is as reckless as playing on the fiddle, as dogmatic as drawing a picture, as 
brutal as building a house. In short, it is what all human action is, it is an 
interference with life and growth. After that it is a trifling and even a jocular 
question whether we say of this tremendous tormentor, the artist Man, that he 
puts things into us like a pharmacist or draws things out of us. 

3. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

Education is violent because it is creative. 



select
 

Education is violent: because it is creative. 

select
 

Education is violent; it is creative. 

4. Which answer choice best replaces the underlined portion of the following sentence, with 

respect to grammar and logic? 

With over 165 wins in 11 seasons, the coaching prowess of Mike Ditka made the Chicago 

Bears a perpetual threat in the NFL. 

select
 

the prowess of coach Mike Ditka made the Chicago Bears a perpetual NFL 
threat. 

select
 

the perpetual threat to the NFL from the Chicago Bears was coach Mike 
Ditka's prowess. 

select
 

Mike Ditka made the Chicago Bears a perpetual threat in the NFL with his 
coaching prowess. 

select
 

Mike Ditka's coaching prowess made the Chicago Bears a perpetual threat in 
the NFL. 

select
 

the NFL was perpetually threatened by Chicago Bears coach Mike Ditka's 
prowess. 

The house stood, at the bottom of a hill, making it hard to see from the 
street. The owner wants it that way, as he had no use for any of his 
neighbors. “Nosy sneaks and cheats” he would to say to his son. Not that his 
son ever really listening. The old man did not see him very much, either at his 
home or going anywhere else. Every time he did see him, his son would just 
complain about how his house was dark musty, and filthy. The old man did not 
need such criticism, especially from only his blood relative. He had lived in 
that house for fifty years, and planned to live there as long as he possibly 
could. While he lived there, his neighbors would never see him or his house if 
he could help it. He could take care of him, and steadfastly refused to allow 
anyone to help. In his tiny house, at the bottom of the hill, the old man was 
content to be alone, and believed he was living perfect. 

5. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 



is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

from his blood only relative 

select
 

from his only blood relative 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

only from his blood relative 

Communist rule in Poland ended in 1989 and the following year proved 
disastrous for the Polish economy. Prices rapidly ballooned while incomes 
dropped. Attempting to find a solution, the Balcerowicz Plan was implemented 
by Polish officials. The plan liberalized the economy by abolishing price 
controls, exposing markets to international competition, and it 
discontinued most industrial subsidies. In the time of the years following these 
efforts, economic growth has increased steady.  

After years of negotiations and economic and political reforms, Poland 
became a member of The European Union on May 1, 2004. Soon after, Polish 
officials voted in favor for laws that would eventually mend the unemployment 
problem in Poland significantly. In fact, the unemployment rate improved for 
the first time in five years immediately following Poland's membership. The 
involvement of Poland in the Eastern Bloc is currently greater than the Czech 
Republic. The passage of two policies regarding energy credits from foreign 
countries provide evidence of the emergence of Poland in the global 
economy. 

6. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

discontinued most industrial subsidies 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

it was discontinuing most industrial subsidies 

select
 



discontinuing most industrial subsidies 

Adapted from “Authority: The Unavoidable” in What’s Wrong with the World by 
G.K. Chesterton (1912) 

The important point here is only that you cannot get rid of authority in 
education. It is not so much that parental authority ought to be preserved. The 
more, important truth, is that such authority cannot be destroyed. Mr. Bernard 
Shaw once said that he had hated the idea of forming a child's mind. In that 
case, Mr. Bernard Shaw had better hang himself, for he hates something 
inseparable from human life. I only mentioned [earlier in the book] the drawing 
out of the child’s abilities in order to point out that even this mental trick does 
not avoid the idea of parental or scholastic authority. The educator's drawing 
out is just as arbitrary and coercive as the instructor’s action, for he draws out 
what he chooses. He decides what in the child shall be developed and what 
shall not be developed. 

The only result of all this pompous distinction between the “educator” and the 
“instructor” is who the instructor pokes where he likes and the educator pulls 
where he likes. Exactly the same intellectual violence is done to the creature 
whom is poked and pulled. We must all except the responsibility of this 
intellectual violence, whether from poking or from pulling. 

Education is violent; because it is creative. It is such because it is human. It 
is as reckless as playing on the fiddle, as dogmatic as drawing a picture, as 
brutal as building a house. In short, it is what all human action is, it is an 
interference with life and growth. After that it is a trifling and even a jocular 
question whether we say of this tremendous tormentor, the artist Man, that he 
puts things into us like a pharmacist or draws things out of us. 

7. If the underlined words “drawing out” remain, what is the best form of the bolded word 

“action” in the first paragraph? 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

demonstration 

select
 

pouring in 

select
 

lecturing 



Adapted from “Authority: The Unavoidable” in What’s Wrong with the World by 
G.K. Chesterton (1912) 

The important point here is only that you cannot get rid of authority in 
education. It is not so much that parental authority ought to be preserved. The 
more, important truth, is that such authority cannot be destroyed. Mr. Bernard 
Shaw once said that he had hated the idea of forming a child's mind. In that 
case, Mr. Bernard Shaw had better hang himself, for he hates something 
inseparable from human life. I only mentioned [earlier in the book] the drawing 
out of the child’s abilities in order to point out that even this mental trick does 
not avoid the idea of parental or scholastic authority. The educator's drawing 
out is just as arbitrary and coercive as the instructor’s action, for he draws out 
what he chooses. He decides what in the child shall be developed and what 
shall not be developed. 

The only result of all this pompous distinction between the “educator” and the 
“instructor” is who the instructor pokes where he likes and the educator pulls 
where he likes. Exactly the same intellectual violence is done to the creature 
whom is poked and pulled. We must all except the responsibility of this 
intellectual violence, whether from poking or from pulling. 

Education is violent; because it is creative. It is such because it is human. It 
is as reckless as playing on the fiddle, as dogmatic as drawing a picture, as 
brutal as building a house. In short, it is what all human action is, it is an 
interference with life and growth. After that it is a trifling and even a jocular 
question whether we say of this tremendous tormentor, the artist Man, that he 
puts things into us like a pharmacist or draws things out of us. 

8. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

as reckless as playing on the fiddle: as dogmatic as drawing a picture: and as 
brutal as building a house 

select
 

as reckless as playing on the fiddle; as dogmatic as drawing a picture; as 
brutal as building a house 

select
 

as reckless as playing on the fiddle as dogmatic as drawing a picture and as 
brutal as building a house 

select
 



NO CHANGE 
 

Adapted from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens (1843) 

The ghost on hearing this set up another cry and clanked its chain 
so hideously in the dead silence of the night that the police has been 
justified in indicting it for a nuisance. 

"Oh! captive, bound, and double-ironed," cried the phantom, "not to know that 
ages of incessant labor, by immortal creatures, for, this earth must pass into 
eternity before the good of which it is susceptible is all developed! Not to know 
that any Christian spirit working kindly in its little sphere, whatever it may be, 
will find its mortal life too short for its vast means of usefulness! Not to know 
that no space of regret can make amends for one life's opportunities 
misused! Yet such was I. Oh, such was I." 

"But you were always a good man of business, Jacob" faltered Scrooge, 
who now began to apply this to himself. 

"Business!" cried the Ghost wringing its hands again. "Mankind was my 
business. The common welfare was my business; charity, mercy, 
forbearance, and benevolence were, all, my business. The dealings of my 
trade were but a drop of water in the comprehensive position of my business!" 

9. Which of the following is the best form for the bolded section? 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

creatures for this earth 

select
 

creatures, for this earth 

select
 

creatures: for this earth 

Speech production is a complicated and complex process, that requires the 
coordination of three different systems: respiration, phonation, and 
articulation. A deficit in any of these systems will negatively impact the quality 
of one’s speech. 



We all know that respiration, or breathing, is necessary for life, but have you 
ever thought about it’s usefulness for speech? Try to talk while holding you’re 
breath and you will see what I mean. Exhalation provides a stream of air that 
the next two systems shape into what many people like to call speech. 

Phonation happens in your larynx, or voice box. A pair of muscles form a 
shelf-like structure on either side of your larynx, and this pair of muscles is 
known as your vocal folds. As you exhale during speech, your vocal fold 
muscles contract and move towards each other. They vibrate as air passes 
between them, creating a buzzing sound, and this is a process that is known 
as phonation. The word “phonation” comes from the ancient Greek word for 
sound. 

Finally, the last stage is articulation. At this final stage, you move your tongue, 
lips, and jaw to affect the way vibrating air leaves your mouth. For example, 
when you say the “b” sound, you need to squeeze your lips together to stop 
the airflow before opening your lips again. For the “v” sound, you touch your 
top teeth against your lower lip and force air through between your teeth and 
lip. 

10. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

about its usefulness 

select
 

about it being useful for speech 

select
 

about its importance 

Paul stood waiting, for the meeting with James. He had arrived early at the 
little alleyway in northern Bramville, waiting to meet the other man at a pub 
named the “Pick and the Shovel.” The whole situation was extremely strange, 
for Paul had never met James. Indeed, nobody whom Paul knew had met 
him. Hitherto, the mysterious man had been nothing more than a voice on the 
phone and a conversationalist via e-mail. 

The making, of the trip to Bramville, was utterly unexpected, and his 
companions had encouraged him to reconnoiter the situation, record his 



thoughts, and communicate them within the coming week. Many peoples’ 
fates rode on the character of this mysterious man, this James. By stroke of 
luck, Paul was about to meet him. 

Although Paul was quite certain that this was the appropriate course of action, 
he was still quite unnerved. Thousands of miles from his home, far from any 
friends, and without a cell phone, he could well be the target of a dangerous 
man. For this reason, he watched very intently as every person passed by, 
particularly those men who were alone. Many times, he asked himself, “Is that 
him”? 

Thus, Paul watched and waited, somewhat overcome with fear yet also 
anxious to meet this mysterious man. It was time for a meeting with this 
man, upon whose mysterious persona were placed so many hopes. Though 
Paul was nervous to be the person to meet James, he knew that he was the 
man to whom this task had been appointed by fate. 

11. Which of the following is the best form of the bolded selection? 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

Many people's fates 

select
 

Many peoples' fate 

select
 

Many peoples fates 

“Why Text Messaging is a Good Thing” by Chelci Spiegel (2013) 
 
Many people today think that technology such as text messages and social 
networking sites are creating distant relationships among people. They say 
that the relationships are false because face-to-face time is diminishing 
however, I do not believe this to be the case. These are technologies and 
technologies are very important tools. That’s just it they’re tools. They can be 
good or bad depending on how they are used. I believe that text messaging is 
a benefit to society because it provides fast communication with multiple 
people unobtrusive conversation and responding time for the receiver. 
 
Because text messaging exists we can tell many people something very 



important very quickly. It is like an SOS message to whomever needs to 
know. If I have car trouble I can send a text to my father, brother, and friends 
all at once. Instead of dialing each number separately and maybe or maybe 
not getting anyone they all get a message then, I receive help more quickly. A 
more concrete example is from what I was lost in the woods searching for my 
horse who was also lost late one evening. I sent out one text message to 
multiple people and by the time I had found my way back to the truck there 
were seven friends pulled up with trucks mountain bikes and flashlights to 
help search for the horses all night.  That is not evidence of relationships 
distanced by text messaging but brought together. 
 
Because text messaging does not require voice it is far less obtrusive in public 
places. When I was standing in line at the grocery store one of the 
ladies were using their phone while waiting for their turn. I heard her entire life 
story her boy troubles, her work troubles her friend troubles and her money 
troubles. It was very distracting. With texting people can vent all their 
frustrations to someone privately. If I am trying to set a date for a barbaque, I 
can text my neighbor to work out details rather than let the entire store know 
my weekend plans. Texting is a way to conduct private business in public 
places. 

12. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

That’s just it: they’re tools. 

select
 

That’s just it, but they’re tools. 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

That's just it, they're tools. 

select
 

That’s just it because of the fact they’re tools. 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart has become wide recognized as one of the most 
brilliant and influential musicians of all time. At only thirteen years old, he 
skillfully played several instruments and wrote in a variety of musical genres. 
Over the past century, his orchestral music, along with his many operas, have 
delighted audiences around the world. Mozart wrote his music for wealthy 



patrons and aristocrats, yet even the commoners of the time enjoyed his 
music. The music of Mozart is richer and more textured than his 
contemporary, Joseph Haydn.   

The Austro-Turkish War, which began in 1787, prompted the redirection of 
much of Austria’s resources from arts and music to the military. As a result, 
Mozart faced financial difficulties. In 1788, he discontinued his public concerts 
and his income declined. In 1790, hoping to improve his financial situation and 
circumstances, Mozart toured Berlin and several other cities in Germany. The 
tours were unsuccessful, however, and did not improve his financial problems. 

Scholars have proposed several hypotheses regarding the cause of Mozart’s 
death, such as influenza, smallpox and meningitis. Their is little physical 
evidence, however, to support these claims. Mozart's funeral belied the 
elaborate ornamentation of his music: the ceremony was basic and reserved. 
In the period following his death, Mozart’s popularity increased significantly. 
Concert halls throughout Europe featured his music, and composers sought to 
imitate his style. Modern audiences praise Mozart’s music for its liveliness, 
expressiveness, and the fact that it is sophisticated. 

13. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

influenza, smallpox, and, meningitis 

select
 

influenza smallpox, and, meningitis 

select
 

influenza, smallpox, and meningitis 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

Paul stood waiting, for the meeting with James. He had arrived early at the 
little alleyway in northern Bramville, waiting to meet the other man at a pub 
named the “Pick and the Shovel.” The whole situation was extremely strange, 
for Paul had never met James. Indeed, nobody whom Paul knew had met 
him. Hitherto, the mysterious man had been nothing more than a voice on the 
phone and a conversationalist via e-mail. 

The making, of the trip to Bramville, was utterly unexpected, and his 
companions had encouraged him to reconnoiter the situation, record his 



thoughts, and communicate them within the coming week. Many peoples’ 
fates rode on the character of this mysterious man, this James. By stroke of 
luck, Paul was about to meet him. 

Although Paul was quite certain that this was the appropriate course of action, 
he was still quite unnerved. Thousands of miles from his home, far from any 
friends, and without a cell phone, he could well be the target of a dangerous 
man. For this reason, he watched very intently as every person passed by, 
particularly those men who were alone. Many times, he asked himself, “Is that 
him”? 

Thus, Paul watched and waited, somewhat overcome with fear yet also 
anxious to meet this mysterious man. It was time for a meeting with this 
man, upon whose mysterious persona were placed so many hopes. Though 
Paul was nervous to be the person to meet James, he knew that he was the 
man to whom this task had been appointed by fate. 

14. Which of the following is the best form of the bolded selection? 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

Thousands of miles from his home, far from any friends, and without a cell 
phone 

select
 

Thousands of miles from his home far from any friends, and without a cell 
phone,  

select
 

Thousands of miles from his home far from any friends, and without a cell 
phone 

Adapted from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens (1843) 

The ghost on hearing this set up another cry and clanked its chain 
so hideously in the dead silence of the night that the police has been 
justified in indicting it for a nuisance. 

"Oh! captive, bound, and double-ironed," cried the phantom, "not to know that 
ages of incessant labor, by immortal creatures, for, this earth must pass into 
eternity before the good of which it is susceptible is all developed! Not to know 
that any Christian spirit working kindly in its little sphere, whatever it may be, 



will find its mortal life too short for its vast means of usefulness! Not to know 
that no space of regret can make amends for one life's opportunities 
misused! Yet such was I. Oh, such was I." 

"But you were always a good man of business, Jacob" faltered Scrooge, 
who now began to apply this to himself. 

"Business!" cried the Ghost wringing its hands again. "Mankind was my 
business. The common welfare was my business; charity, mercy, 
forbearance, and benevolence were, all, my business. The dealings of my 
trade were but a drop of water in the comprehensive position of my business!" 

15. Which of the following is the best form of the bolded section? 

select
 

The ghost, on hearing this, set up another cry 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

The ghost on hearing this, set up another cry 

select
 

The ghost on hearing this set up, another, cry 

Adapted from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens (1843) 

The ghost on hearing this set up another cry and clanked its chain 
so hideously in the dead silence of the night that the police has been 
justified in indicting it for a nuisance. 

"Oh! captive, bound, and double-ironed," cried the phantom, "not to know that 
ages of incessant labor, by immortal creatures, for, this earth must pass into 
eternity before the good of which it is susceptible is all developed! Not to know 
that any Christian spirit working kindly in its little sphere, whatever it may be, 
will find its mortal life too short for its vast means of usefulness! Not to know 
that no space of regret can make amends for one life's opportunities 
misused! Yet such was I. Oh, such was I." 

"But you were always a good man of business, Jacob" faltered Scrooge, 
who now began to apply this to himself. 



"Business!" cried the Ghost wringing its hands again. "Mankind was my 
business. The common welfare was my business; charity, mercy, 
forbearance, and benevolence were, all, my business. The dealings of my 
trade were but a drop of water in the comprehensive position of my business!" 

16. Which of the following is the best form for the bolded selection? 

select
 

Yet such was I! Oh, such was I! 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

Yet such was I; Oh, such was I! 

select
 

Yet such was I? Oh, such was I! 

Adapted from “The Nose Tree” in German Fairy Tales and Popular Stories by 
Jacob Grimm and Wilhelm Grimm (trans. Taylor, ed. 1864) 

Then the king made known to all his kingdom, that whomever would heal her 
of this dreadful disease should be richly rewarded. Many tried, but the 
princess got no relief. Now the old soldier dressed himself up very sprucely as 
a doctor, and said he could cure her. Therefore, he chopped up some of the 
apple, and, to punish her a little more, gave her a dose, saying he would call 
to-morrow and see her again. The morrow came, and, of course, instead of 
being better, the nose had been growing on all night as before; and the poor 
princess was in a dreadful fright. So the doctor then chopped up a very little of 
the pear and gave it to her. He said that he was sure that it would help, and he 
would call again the next day. Next day came, and the nose was to be sure a 
little smaller. However, it was bigger than when the doctor first began to 
meddle with it. 

Then he thought to him, "I must frighten this cunning princess a little more 
before I am able to get what I want from her." Therefore, he gave her another 
dose of the apple and said he would call on the morrow. The morrow came, 
and the nose was ten times bad as before. 

"My good lady," said the doctor, "Something works against my medicine and 
is to strong for it. However, I know by the force of my art that it is this, you 



have stolen goods about you. I am certain of it. If you do not give them back, I 
can do nothing for you." 

The princess denied very stoutly that she had anything of the kind. 

"Very well," said the doctor, "you may do as you please, but I am sure I am 
correct. You will die if you do not own it." Then he went to the king, and told 
him how the matter stood. 

"Daughter," said he, "send back the cloak, the purse, and the horn, that you 
stole from the right owners." 

Then she ordered her maid to fetch all three and gave them to the doctor, and 
begged him to give them back to the soldiers. The moment he had them safe, 
he gave her a whole pear to eat, and the nose came right. And as for the 
doctor, he put on the cloak, wished the king and all his court a good day and 
was soon with his two brothers. They lived from that time happily at home in 
their palace, except when they took an airing to see the world in their coach 
with their three dapple-grey horses. 

17. What is the best form of the underlined selection, "Then he thought to him"? 

select
 

Then he thought to himself 

select
 

Then he thought to he 

select
 

Then he thought to hisself 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

The world is full of contradictions and I am full of them as well. Every person 
has their quirks and I am no exception. I love sports but I am also lazy I love 
animals, but I am not a vegetarian and I love teaching but I hate taking 
classes. With all these contradictions how does a person like me make 
sense?  I would love to enlighten you! 

18. What option make the underlined portion grammatically correct? 

select
 

person has the quirks 



select
 

person has his or her quirks  

select
 

person has their quirk  

select
 

person have their quirks   

select
 

NO CHANGE 

Adapted from The Varieties of Religious Experience by William James (1902) 

In the matter of religions, it is particularly easy distinguishing the too orders of 
question. Every religious phenomenon has its history and its derivation from 
natural antecedents. What is nowadays called the higher criticism of the Bible 
are only a study of the Bible from this existential point of view, neglected to 
much by the earlier church. Under just what biographic conditions did the 
sacred writers bring forth their various contributions to the holy volume? What 
had they exactly in their several individual minds, when they delivered their 
utterances? These are manifestly questions of historical fact, and one does 
not see how the answer to it can decide offhand the still further question: of 
what use should such a volume, with its manner of coming into existence so 
defined, be to us as a guide to life and a revelation? To answer this other 
question we must have already in our mind some sort of a general theory as 
to what the peculiarities in a thing should be which give it value for purposes 
of revelation; and this theory itself would be what I just called a spiritual 
judgment. Combining it with our existential judgment, we might indeed deduce 
another spiritual judgment as to the Bibles’ worth. Thus, if our theory of 
revelation-value were to affirm that any book, to possess it, must have been 
composed automatically or not by the free caprice of the writer, or that it must 
exhibit no scientific and historic errors and express no local or personal 
passions, the Bible would probably fare ill at our hands. But if, on the other 
hand, our theory should allow that a book may well be a revelation in spite of 
errors and passions and deliberate human composition, if only it be a true 
record of the inner experiences of great-souled persons wrestling with the 
crises of his fate, than the verdict would be much favorable. You see that the 
existential facts by itself are insufficient for determining the value; and the best 
adepts of the higher criticism accordingly never confound the existential with 
the spiritual problem. With the same conclusions of fact before them, some 



take one view, and some another, of the Bible's value as a revelation, 
according as their spiritual judgment as to the foundation of values differ. 

19. What is the best form of the underlined selection, "by itself are insufficient"? 

select
 

by themselves is insufficient 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

by itself is insufficient 

select
 

by themselves are insufficient 

Adapted from The Discourse on Method by René Descartes (1637; 1899, ed. 
Eliot) 

From my childhood, I have been familiar with letters; and as I was given to 
believe that by their help a clear and certain knowledge of all that is useful in 
life might be acquired, I was ardently desirously for instruction in them. But as 
soon as I had finished the entire course of study, at the close of which it is 
customarily to be admitted into the order of the learned, I completely changed 
my opinion. I found myself involved in so many doubts and errors and was 
convinced that I had not advanced in all my attempts at learning. At every 
turn, ignorance and unknowing was to be discovered. And yet, I was studying 
in one of the most celebrated Schools in Europe. I thought there must be 
learned men in it, at least if such were anywhere to be found. I had been 
taught all that others learned there. However, not contented with the sciences 
actually taught us, I had, in addition, read all the books that had fallen into my 
hands, studying those branches that are judged to be the most curious and 
rare. I knew the judgment that others had formed of me. I did not find that I 
was considered inferior to my fellows, although there were among them some 
whom were already marked out to fill the places of our instructors. And, finally, 
our era appeared to me as flourishing and fertile with powerful minds as any 
preceding one. I was thus led to take the liberty of judging of all other men by 
myself. Furthermore, I concluded that there was no science in existence that 
was of such a nature as I had previously been given to believe. 

20. Which of the following is the best form of the underlined selection "At every turn, 

ignorance and unknowing was to be discovered"? 



select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

At every turn, ignorance or unknowing was to be discovered 

select
 

At every turn, ignorance and unknowing was discovered 

select
 

At every turn, ignorance and unknowing were to be discovered 

Adapted from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens (1843) 

The ghost on hearing this set up another cry and clanked its chain 
so hideously in the dead silence of the night that the police has been 
justified in indicting it for a nuisance. 

"Oh! captive, bound, and double-ironed," cried the phantom, "not to know that 
ages of incessant labor, by immortal creatures, for, this earth must pass into 
eternity before the good of which it is susceptible is all developed! Not to know 
that any Christian spirit working kindly in its little sphere, whatever it may be, 
will find its mortal life too short for its vast means of usefulness! Not to know 
that no space of regret can make amends for one life's opportunities 
misused! Yet such was I. Oh, such was I." 

"But you were always a good man of business, Jacob" faltered Scrooge, 
who now began to apply this to himself. 

"Business!" cried the Ghost wringing its hands again. "Mankind was my 
business. The common welfare was my business; charity, mercy, 
forbearance, and benevolence were, all, my business. The dealings of my 
trade were but a drop of water in the comprehensive position of my business!" 

21. Which of the following is the best form of the bolded section? 

select
 

charity! mercy! forbearance! And benevolence was 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

charity, mercy, forbearance, and benevolence was 



select
 

charity, mercy forbearance, and benevolence were 

22. The common goose is one type of bird that flies south for the winter. 

select
 

birds that fly 

select
 

birds that flies 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

birds that are flying 

select
 

bird that fly 

When the patent on Alexander Graham Bell’s revolutionary invention, the 
telephone, expired in 1894 thousands of new firms entered the 
telecommunication industry. Among them were a collection of profitable 
companies that merged to form what would later become known as The Bell 
System. The Bell System had amassed such weight in the industry that in 
1933, when Congress passed a law declaring phone service a public utility, 
the Bell System quickly transformed into a monopoly. 
Lawmakers enthusiastic supported a series of provisions intended to stimulate 
competition. Appointed as the nation’s sole provider of telecommunication 
services, widespread criticism about the Bell System began to surface.  

The Federal Communications Act has so far been highly effective and the 
industry has grown tremendously as a result. In fact, for the past three years, 
the profitability of the largest three telecommunication companies has 
been greater than the largest three automotive companies. The number of 
calls provided by the top three companies range from five billion to six billion 
per day. Today, virtually everyone has made a phone call over the course 
of their lives. Most people do not know, however, that payment for swaths of 
electromagnetic wavelengths have become commonplace. 

One explanation for such high call volume and large profits is that calls are 
becoming much less expensive for companies to provide, regardless for many 
large fixed expenses such as communication towers, base stations, 
and paying for utility poles. Over the last century, telephones had become an 



important part of modern society. In fact, the cost of delivering one telephone 
call today is about a thousandth of the cost in the 1950s. The increasing 
affordability and abundance of phone calls mark the progress made since the 
time of Alexander Graham Bell and the Bell System. 

23. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

are ranging 

select
 

have ranged 

select
 

ranges 

Adapted from The Varieties of Religious Experience by William James (1902) 

In the matter of religions, it is particularly easy distinguishing the too orders of 
question. Every religious phenomenon has its history and its derivation from 
natural antecedents. What is nowadays called the higher criticism of the Bible 
are only a study of the Bible from this existential point of view, neglected to 
much by the earlier church. Under just what biographic conditions did the 
sacred writers bring forth their various contributions to the holy volume? What 
had they exactly in their several individual minds, when they delivered their 
utterances? These are manifestly questions of historical fact, and one does 
not see how the answer to it can decide offhand the still further question: of 
what use should such a volume, with its manner of coming into existence so 
defined, be to us as a guide to life and a revelation? To answer this other 
question we must have already in our mind some sort of a general theory as 
to what the peculiarities in a thing should be which give it value for purposes 
of revelation; and this theory itself would be what I just called a spiritual 
judgment. Combining it with our existential judgment, we might indeed deduce 
another spiritual judgment as to the Bibles’ worth. Thus, if our theory of 
revelation-value were to affirm that any book, to possess it, must have been 
composed automatically or not by the free caprice of the writer, or that it must 
exhibit no scientific and historic errors and express no local or personal 
passions, the Bible would probably fare ill at our hands. But if, on the other 
hand, our theory should allow that a book may well be a revelation in spite of 



errors and passions and deliberate human composition, if only it be a true 
record of the inner experiences of great-souled persons wrestling with the 
crises of his fate, than the verdict would be much favorable. You see that the 
existential facts by itself are insufficient for determining the value; and the best 
adepts of the higher criticism accordingly never confound the existential with 
the spiritual problem. With the same conclusions of fact before them, some 
take one view, and some another, of the Bible's value as a revelation, 
according as their spiritual judgment as to the foundation of values differ. 

24. What is the appropriate form of the underlined word "favorable"? 

select
 

favorabler 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

to the favorable 

select
 

more favorable 

Known as Prohibition the political fight in the United States to ban the sale, 
consumption, and possession of alcohol took a long time. The official 
ratification of the 18th Amendment, which banned alcohol, took place in 
January of 1919, after Nebraska became the 36

th
 state to have its legislature 

ratify the amendment. The Amendment had first been passed of the United 
States Senate in 1917, and needed vigorous political action taken by its 
supporters just to get the necessary 36 states to ratify it. Its official enactment 
on January 1, 1920 was met with equal amounts of relief and joy by it’s 
proponents. 

Most of them had been fighting to ban alcohol for decades. The American 
Temperance Society was founding in 1826. Frances Willard had been running 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union for decades by the time a national 
debate was taking place on Prohibition. Carrie Nation had banded together 
women in the Midwest since the turn of the century to destroy bars and 
saloons with her trademark hatchet. The Anti-Saloon league 
organized thousands of everyday Americans to vote against any politician that 
did not support Prohibition. A burgeoning movement had grown into a 
legitimate groundswell, by the late 1910s. 



After the ratification of the 18
th
 Amendment, few of these supporters thought 

that it would be the abject failure it turned out to be. Most Americans did not 
want the absolute ban of all sale, consumption, and possession of 
alcohol. The most enterprising Americans found many illicit ways to profit from 
alcohol’s new illegal status. Americans looking for alcohol were seldom out of 
options, as every corner had either a speakeasy or a bootlegger selling 
imported or homemade liquor. Criminal organizations grew in strength thanks 
to profits from illegal booze, and federal agents were hopelessly outmanned of 
mobsters and thugs. On December 5, 1933, the 21

st
 Amendment to the United 

States Constitution repealed the 18
th

 Amendment, eliminating the Prohibition 
of alcohol and turning back the work of all of the Prohibition activists. 

25. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

founded in 1826 

select
 

founding by 1826 

select
 

founding under 1826 

During the final months of 2007, the prices of basic grains nearly doubled in 
Northern Africa, Latin America, and much of Asia, the high prices caused a 
global food crisis. The catastrophe sparked and incited an international debate 
regarding the licensing of new technologies to developing nations. One 
economist warned that because of the risk of unforeseen price shocks, 
officials should proceed very cautiously. The construction of private 
farms pose a serious financial threat to farmers in the United States; 
nevertheless, of the five most industrialized nations, the United States 
exports more crops.   

How do some countries cope with food crises better than others. It is 
technology that accounts for the majority of the difference. The rate at which 
countries adopt innovations depends significantly on environmental factors. 
These environmental factors include climate, soil and elevation. The variability 
in environment inhibits new technologies from gaining worldwide popularity 
that are suited for one particular region over another. For example, the 



pesticides used in Europe are much more acidic than North America. Without 
the different levels of acidity, pests would prevent the crops to grow. 

26. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

caution 

select
 

and cautiously 

select
 

cautious 

Adapted from “The Nose Tree” in German Fairy Tales and Popular Stories by 
Jacob Grimm and Wilhelm Grimm (trans. Taylor, ed. 1864) 

Then the king made known to all his kingdom, that whomever would heal her 
of this dreadful disease should be richly rewarded. Many tried, but the 
princess got no relief. Now the old soldier dressed himself up very sprucely as 
a doctor, and said he could cure her. Therefore, he chopped up some of the 
apple, and, to punish her a little more, gave her a dose, saying he would call 
to-morrow and see her again. The morrow came, and, of course, instead of 
being better, the nose had been growing on all night as before; and the poor 
princess was in a dreadful fright. So the doctor then chopped up a very little of 
the pear and gave it to her. He said that he was sure that it would help, and he 
would call again the next day. Next day came, and the nose was to be sure a 
little smaller. However, it was bigger than when the doctor first began to 
meddle with it. 

Then he thought to him, "I must frighten this cunning princess a little more 
before I am able to get what I want from her." Therefore, he gave her another 
dose of the apple and said he would call on the morrow. The morrow came, 
and the nose was ten times bad as before. 

"My good lady," said the doctor, "Something works against my medicine and 
is to strong for it. However, I know by the force of my art that it is this, you 
have stolen goods about you. I am certain of it. If you do not give them back, I 
can do nothing for you." 



The princess denied very stoutly that she had anything of the kind. 

"Very well," said the doctor, "you may do as you please, but I am sure I am 
correct. You will die if you do not own it." Then he went to the king, and told 
him how the matter stood. 

"Daughter," said he, "send back the cloak, the purse, and the horn, that you 
stole from the right owners." 

Then she ordered her maid to fetch all three and gave them to the doctor, and 
begged him to give them back to the soldiers. The moment he had them safe, 
he gave her a whole pear to eat, and the nose came right. And as for the 
doctor, he put on the cloak, wished the king and all his court a good day and 
was soon with his two brothers. They lived from that time happily at home in 
their palace, except when they took an airing to see the world in their coach 
with their three dapple-grey horses. 

27. What is the best form of the underlined selection, "my medicine and is to strong for it"? 

select
 

my medicine and is too strong for it 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

my medicine, and is too strong for them 

select
 

my medicine, and is to strong for it 

Adapted from Hard Times by Charles Dickens (1854) 

A candle faintly burned in the window, to which the black ladder had often 
been raised for the sliding away of all that was most precious in this world to a 
striving wife and a brood of hungry babies. Stephen added to his other 
thoughts the stern reflection, that of all the casualties of this existence upon 
earth, not one was dealt out with so unequal a hand as death. The inequality 
of birth was nothing to it. For example, the child of a king and the child of a 
weaver were born tonight in the same moment. What would be the disparity 
between the death of any human creature who was serviceable to, or beloved 
by, another, while this abandoned woman lived on! 



From the outside of his home he gloomily passed to the inside with 
suspended breath and with a slow footstep. He went up to his door opened it 
and so into the room. 

Quiet and peace was there. Rachael was there, sitting by the bed. 

She turned her head, and the light of her face shone in upon the midnight of 
his mind. She sat by the bed watching and tending his wife. That is to say, he 
saw that someone lay there and knew too good that it must be she. However, 
Rachael’s hands had put a curtain up, so that she was screened from his 
eyes. Her disgraceful garments were removed, and some of Rachael’s were 
in the room. Everything was in it’s place and order as he had always kept it. 
The little fire was newly trimmed, and the hearth was freshly swept. It 
appeared to him that he saw all this in Rachael’s face. While looking at it, it 
was shut out from his view by the softened tears that filled his eyes; however, 
this was not before he had seen how earnestly she looked at him, and how 
her own eyes were filled too. 

28. Which is the best form of the underlined selection "Someone lay there and knew too good 

that"? 

select
 

someone lay there, and knew too well that 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

someone lay there and knew too well that 

select
 

someone lay there and knew to good that 

Communist rule in Poland ended in 1989 and the following year proved 
disastrous for the Polish economy. Prices rapidly ballooned while incomes 
dropped. Attempting to find a solution, the Balcerowicz Plan was implemented 
by Polish officials. The plan liberalized the economy by abolishing price 
controls, exposing markets to international competition, and it 
discontinued most industrial subsidies. In the time of the years following these 
efforts, economic growth has increased steady.  

After years of negotiations and economic and political reforms, Poland 
became a member of The European Union on May 1, 2004. Soon after, Polish 
officials voted in favor for laws that would eventually mend the unemployment 



problem in Poland significantly. In fact, the unemployment rate improved for 
the first time in five years immediately following Poland's membership. The 
involvement of Poland in the Eastern Bloc is currently greater than the Czech 
Republic. The passage of two policies regarding energy credits from foreign 
countries provide evidence of the emergence of Poland in the global 
economy. 

29. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

those of the Czech Republic 

select
 

that of the Czech Republic's 

select
 

that of the Czech Republic 

As the class entered the museum, Ms. Johnson noticed that two of her 
students had fallen behind the group. After all of the tickets had been secured, 
she approached the two girls, saying: “what on Earth is causing you to go so 
slow?” The taller girl, whose name was Ashley, was the first to respond: 

“Veronica and I were just discussing something very private. Nobody can hear 
what her and I are discussing.” 

“Well, Ashley, I think that our tour guide, Dr. Mitchell, will be offended by your 
behavior. You and Veronica should find separate places in the group and you 
should pay attention to him and me.” 

The two girls reluctantly joined the rest of the class. Ms. Johnson looked to 
see if another student was out of their place, but everything seemed to be in 
order. The tour guide, Dr. Mitchell, introduced himself to the class:  

“Hello everyone! My name is Dr. Mitchell. I’m so glad that you have all come 
to the Museum of Natural History today; I think you’ll really 
enjoy our exhibits, which have been curated with the utmost care. The 
museum has three distinct types of exhibitions. Permanent exhibitions, 
temporary exhibitions, and space shows. The permanent exhibition and the 



space show is always available for viewing, but the temporary exhibition 
changes seasonally.“ 

Having finished his introduction, the permanent exhibition was the first thing 
that Dr. Mitchell showed to the class. 

30. Choose the answer that best corrects the bolded portion of the passage. If the bolded portion 

is correct as written, choose "NO CHANGE." 

select
 

Nobody can hear what she and I are discussing. 

select
 

Nobody can hear what she and me are discussing. 

select
 

NO CHANGE 

select
 

Nobody can hear what her and me are discussing. 
 


