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1. It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or 

disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay. 

2. In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this phenomenon. Use specific 

reasons and details to develop your essay. 

3. We all work or will work in our jobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, what 

are some important characteristics of a co-worker (someone you work closely with)? Use reasons 

and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important. 

4. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Sometimes it is better not to tell the 

truth. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

5. In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do you think this is a 

good idea? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details. 

6. A person you know is planning to move to your town or city. What do you think this person 

would like and dislike about living in your town or city? Why? Use specific reasons and details to 

develop your essay. 

7. It has recently been announced that a large shopping center may be built in your 

neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to 

support your answer. 

8. It has recently been announced that a new movie theater may be built in your neighborhood. 

Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your 

answer. 

9. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should sometimes do things 

that they do not enjoy doing. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 



10. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, newspapers, magazines, 

and other media pay too much attention to the personal lives of famous people such as public 

figures and celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion. 

11. Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. Others 

feel that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. What is your opinion? Use 

specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

12. It has recently been announced that a new high school may be built in your community. Do 

you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details in your answer. 

13. Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a number of times 

throughout their lives, looking for a better job, house, community, or even climate. Which do you 

prefer: staying in one place or moving in search of another place? Use reasons and specific 

examples to support your opinion. 

14. Is it better to enjoy your money when you earn it or is it better to save your money for some 

time in the future? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

15. You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy either a piece of jewelry you 

like or tickets to a concert you want to attend. Which would you buy? Use specific reasons and 

details to support your answer. 

16. You must select a person to teach others to do a job. Which one of the following is the most 

important for you to consider in making your selection? 

 the person’s education 

 the person’s work experience 

 the quality of the person’s previous work 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

17. Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or disagree? Use 

specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 



18. Countries, businesses, and schools are three areas that need good leaders. Choose one of 

these three areas and describe the most important qualities of a leader in that area. Explain why 

these qualities are important, using specific examples and details. 

19. Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain why you think it has changed 

people’s lives. 

 Automobiles 

 Bicycles 

 Airplanes 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

20. Do you agree or disagree that progress is always good? Use specific reasons and examples to 

support your answer. 

 


