GMAT AWA Sample 12

Sample Prompt 1
The following appeared in the health section of a magazine on trends and lifestyles:

"People who use the artificial sweetener aspartame are better off consuming sugar, since
aspartame can actually contribute to weight gain rather than weight loss. For example, high
levels of aspartame have been shown to trigger a craving for food by depleting the brain of a
chemical that registers satiety, or the sense of being full. Furthermore, studies suggest that
sugars, if consumed after at least 45 minutes of continuous exercise, actually enhance the
body’s ability to burn fat. Consequently, those who drink aspartame-sweetened juices after
exercise will also lose this calorie-burning benefit. Thus, it appears that people consuming
aspartame rather than sugar are unlikely to achieve their dietary goals."

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to analyze the
line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to
consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations
or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence
would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more
logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusion.

Sample Prompt 2
The following appeared in the opinion column of a financial magazine:

"On average, middle-aged consumers devote 39 percent of their retail expenditure to
department store products and services, while for younger consumers the average is only 25
percent. Since the number of middle-aged people will increase dramatically within the next
decade, department stores can expect retail sales to increase significantly during that period.
Furthermore, to take advantage of the trend, these stores should begin to replace some of those
products intended to attract the younger consumer with products intended to attract the
middle-aged consumer."

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to analyze the
line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to
consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations
or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence
would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more
logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusion.

Sample Prompt 3
The following appeared as part of an editorial in an industry newsletter:

"While trucking companies that deliver goods pay only a portion of highway maintenance costs
and no property tax on the highways they use, railways spend billions per year maintaining and



upgrading their facilities. The government should lower the railroad companies’ property taxes,
since sending goods by rail is clearly a more appropriate mode of ground transportation than
highway shipping. For one thing, trains consume only a third of the fuel a truck would use to
carry the same load, making them a more cost-effective and environmentally sound mode of
transport. Furthermore, since rail lines already exist, increases in rail traffic would not require
building new lines at the expense of taxpaying citizens."

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to analyze the
line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to
consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations
or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence
would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more
logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusion.

Sample Prompt 4
The following was excerpted from the speech of a spokesperson for Synthetic Farm Products,
Inc.:

"Many farmers who invested in the equipment needed to make the switch from synthetic to
organic fertilizers and pesticides feel that it would be too expensive to resume synthetic farming
at this point. But studies of farmers who switched to organic farming last year indicate that their
current crop yields are lower. Hence their purchase of organic farming equipment, a relatively
minor investment compared to the losses that would result from continued lower crop yields,
cannot justify persisting on an unwise course. And the choice to farm organically is financially
unwise, given that it was motivated by environmental rather than economic concerns."

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to analyze the
line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to
consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations
or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence
would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more
logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusion.

Sample Prompt 5
The following is part of a business plan created by the management of the Megamart grocery
store:

"Our total sales have increased this year by 20 percent since we added a pharmacy section to
our grocery store. Clearly, the customer’s main concern is the convenience afforded by one-stop
shopping. The surest way to increase our profits over the next couple of years, therefore, is to
add a clothing department along with an automotive supplies and repair shop. We should also
plan to continue adding new departments and services, such as a restaurant and a garden
shop, in subsequent years. Being the only store in the area that offers such a range of services
will give us a competitive advantage over other local stores."



Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to analyze the
line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to
consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations
or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence
would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more
logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusion.

Sample Prompt 6
The following appeared in a memorandum issued by a large city’s council on the arts:

“In a recent citywide poll, 15 percent more residents said that they watch television programs
about the visual arts than was the case in a poll conducted five years ago. During these past
five years, the number of people visiting our city’s art museums has increased by a similar
percentage. Since the corporate funding that supports public television, where most of the visual
arts programs appear, is now being threatened with severe cuts, we can expect that attendance
at our city’s art museums will also start to decrease. Thus some of the city’s funds for supporting
the arts should be reallocated to public television.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

Sample Prompt 7
The following appeared in an announcement issued by the publisher of The Mercury, a weekly
newspaper:

“Since a competing lower-priced newspaper, The Bugle was started five years ago, The
Mercury’s circulation has declined by 10,000 readers. The best way to get more people to read
The Mercury is to reduce its price below that of The Bugle, at least until circulation increases to
former levels. The increased circulation of The Mercury will attract more businesses to buy
advertising space in the paper.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

Sample Prompt 8
The following appeared in a report presented for discussion at a meeting of the directors of a
company that manufactures parts for heavy machinery:

“The falling revenues that the company is experiencing coincide with delays in manufacturing.
These delays, in turn, are due in large part to poor planning in purchasing metals. Consider
further that the manager of the department that handles purchasing of raw materials has an
excellent background in general business, psychology, and sociology, but knows little about the
properties of metals. The company should, therefore, move the purchasing manager to the
sales department and bring in a scientist from the research division to be the manager of the
purchasing department.”



Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

Sample Prompt 9
The following appeared in a research paper written for an introductory economics course:

“For the past century, an increase in the number of residential building permits issued per month
in a particular region has been a reliable indicator of coming improvements to that region’s
economy. If the monthly number of residential building permits issued rises consistently for a
few months, the local unemployment rate almost always falls, and economic production
increases. This well-established connection reveals an effective method by which a regional
government can end a local economic downturn: relax regulations governing all construction so
that many more building permits can be issued.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . .etc.

Sample Prompt 10
The following appeared in a memorandum to the work-group supervisors of the GBS Company:

“The coffee cart beverage and foodservice located in the lobby of our main office building is not
earning enough in sales to cover its costs, and so the cart may discontinue operating at GBS.
Given the low staff morale, as evidenced by the increase in the number of employees leaving
the company, the loss of this service could present a problem, especially since the staff morale
questionnaire showed widespread dissatisfaction with the snack machines.

Therefore, supervisors should remind the employees in their group to patronize the cart—after
all, it was leased for their convenience so that they would not have to walk over to the cafeteria

on breaks.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.



