
PTE Writing Practice Test 22

Summarize written text

Read the passage below and summarize it using one sentence. Type your response in the box
at the bottom of the screen. You have 10 minutes to finish this task. Your response will be
judged on the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the key points in
the passage.

Question 1
Ecology is the study of interactions of organisms among themselves and with their environment.
It seeks to understand patterns in nature (e.g., the spatial and temporal distribution of
organisms) and the processes governing those patterns. Climatology is the study of the physical
state of the atmosphere – its instantaneous state or weather, its seasonal-to-interannual
variability, its long-term average condition or climate, and how climate changes over time. These
two fields of scientific study are distinctly different. Ecology is a discipline within the biological
sciences and has at its core the principle of natural selection. Climatology is a discipline within
the geophysical sciences based on applied physics and fluid dynamics. Both, however, share a
common history. The origin of these sciences is attributed to Aristotle and Theophrastus and
their books Meteorological and Enquiry into Plants, respectively, but their modern beginnings
trace back to natural history and plant geography. Seventeenth, eighteenth, and
nineteenth-century naturalists and geographers saw changes in vegetation as they explored
new regions and laid the foundation for the development of ecology and climatology as they
sought explanations for these geographic patterns. Alexander von Humboldt, in the early 1800s,
observed that widely separated regions have structurally and functionally similar vegetation if
their climates are similar. Alphonse de Candolle hypothesized that latitudinal zones of tropical,
temperate, and arctic vegetation are caused by temperature and in 1874 proposed formal
vegetation zones with associated temperature limits.

Question 2
Many insecurities, fears, and doubts stem from a lack of understanding or lack of knowledge
about something. The more you understand and know about a situation, the more comfortable
you will be and thus the less power your shyness will have over you. Let’s take for example the
subject of public speaking. This is an activity that terrifies most people half to death, but only
because most people don’t have much knowledge about it. If you do some research and
investigation, you’ll come to learn that it’s perfectly natural to be terrified of public speaking and
that almost every single person has the same fears and insecurities that you do. When you take
it further and ask yourself why you are so terrified of this, you’ll come to learn that you are
scared of being judged, or of being laughed at. From there, you can go and read and learn
about people who are good at public speaking—learn their tips and strategies. This way you are
much more prepared because your knowledge on the subject is vast. As a result of this, your
confidence will already be much higher than before, which might allow you to attempt public
speaking when you join a club like Toastmasters. As you practice more, you will naturally



become even more confident. This rule applies to any area where you feel insecure. Read and
research as much about the topic as possible. This will help increase your confidence enough to
give the activity a try to see if you might be able to become better at it. And that initial
confidence to take action is all you need to get the ball rolling and overcome your shyness.

Question 3
In order to have a competitive edge, athletes often use drugs with high athletic performance.
The National Honey Board recently found that honey has the same functions but less negative
impact. This clinical trial is the third in a series of studies focusing on the use of honey by
athletes. The first study (involving 71 subjects) determined that honey has a milder effect on
blood sugar than other popular forms of carbohydrate gel. The second study in the series (with
39 weight-trained subjects) investigated the combination of honey with a protein supplement
and suggested that honey speeds muscle recovery after a workout.

Question 4
Some "moments" seem more important in hindsight than they were at the time. David Day, for
example, looks at John Curtin's famous "Australia looks to America" statement of December
1941, a moment remembered as embodying a fundamental shift in Australia's strategic alliance
away from Britain towards the US. As Day points out, the shift to the US as our primary ally was
a long, drawn-out process that occurred over half a century. Curtin's statement is iconic - it
represents and symbolizes the shift - but in and of itself is made almost no difference. Russell
McGregor makes similar arguments with regard to the 1967 referendum, falsely hailed in our
memories as a huge advance in Aboriginal rights.
There are many other important events that our contributors examine - the campaign to save
the Franklin River; the landings at Gallipoli, the discovery of gold in 1851, the disastrous
Premiers' Plan designed to cope with the Great Depression, to name just a few.
Taken together, our contributors show that narrative approaches to Australian history are not as
simple as might be imagined. There is of course the issue of what should be included and what
should not be - what, after all, makes a moment or an event sufficiently important to be included
in an official narrative? Just as importantly, the moments and events that are included in
narrative histories are open to multiple interpretations.
We hope this collection will provide an important reminder to those wanting to impose a
universal history curriculum for our schoolchildren, and indeed a lesson to all Australians
wishing to understand their nation's past. History is never simple or straightforward, and it
always resists attempts to make it so.

Question 5
According to Dr. Ron Fessenden, M.D., M.P.H. the average American consumes more than 150
pounds of refined sugar, plus an additional 62 pounds of high fructose corn syrup every year. In
comparison, we consume only around 1.3 pounds of honey per year on average in the U.S.
According to new research, if you can switch out your intake of refined sugar and use pure raw
honey instead, the health benefits can be enormous. What is raw honey? Its a pure, unfiltered,
and unpasteurized sweetener made by bees from the nectar of flowers. Most of the honey
consumed today is processed honey that's been heated and filtered since it was gathered from



the hive. Unlike processed honey, raw honey does not get robbed of its incredible nutritional
value and health powers. It can help with everything from low energy to sleep problems to
seasonal allergies. Switching to raw honey may even help weight-loss efforts when compared to
diets containing sugar or high fructose corn syrup. I'm excited to tell you more about one of my
all-time favorite natural sweeteners today.

Essay Writing

You will have 20 minutes to plan, write and revise an essay about the topic below. Your
response will be judged on how well you develop a position, organize your ideas, present
supporting details, and control the elements of standard written English. You should write
200-300 words.

1.Polygamy has increased in recent years. Devise solutions to combat it.

2.Parents should be held responsible for the acts of their children. Do you agree or disagree

3.More and more wild animals are on the verge of extinction and others are on the endangered
list. What are the reasons for this? What can be done to solve this problem?

4.The only way to improve unemployment is to increase urbanization. How far do you agree
with this?

5.The newspaper is no longer a need in society. Express your opinion.


