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Question 1.

The following appeared in a letter from the owner of the Sunnyside Towers apartment complex
to its manager.

"One month ago, all the showerheads in the first three buildings of the Sunnyside Towers
complex were modified to restrict maximum water flow to one-third of what it used to be.
Although actual readings of water usage before and after the adjustment are not yet available,
the change will obviously result in considerable savings for Sunnyside Corporation, since the
corporation must pay for water each month. Except for a few complaints about low water
pressure, no problems with showers have been reported since the adjustment. I predict that
modifying showerheads to restrict water flow throughout all twelve buildings in the Sunnyside
Towers complex will increase our profits even more dramatically."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to
explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.

Question 2.

The following appeared in a memo from the new vice president of Sartorian, a company that
manufactures men's clothing.

"Five years ago, at a time when we had difficulties in obtaining reliable supplies of high-quality
wool fabric, we discontinued production of our alpaca overcoat. Now that we have a new fabric
supplier, we should resume production. This coat should sell very well: since we have not
offered an alpaca overcoat for five years and since our major competitor no longer makes an
alpaca overcoat, there will be pent-up customer demand. Also, since the price of most types of
clothing has increased in each of the past five years, customers should be willing to pay
significantly higher prices for alpaca overcoats than they did five years ago, and our company
profits will increase."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Question 3.

A recent sales study indicates that consumption of seafood dishes in Bay City restaurants has
increased by 30 percent during the past five years. Yet there are no currently operating city
restaurants whose specialty is seafood. Moreover, the majority of families in Bay City are
two-income families, and a nationwide study has shown that such families eat significantly fewer
home-cooked meals than they did a decade ago but at the same time express more concern



about healthful eating. Therefore, the new Captain Seafood restaurant that specializes in
seafood should be quite popular and profitable.

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Question 4.

The following is a letter to the head of the tourism bureau on the island of Tria.

"Erosion of beach sand along the shores of Tria Island is a serious threat to our island and our
tourist industry. In order to stop erosion, we should charge people for using the beaches.
Although this solution may annoy a few tourists in the short term, it will raise money for
replenishing the sand. Replenishing the sand, as was done to protect buildings on the nearby
island of Batia, will help protect buildings along our shores, thereby reducing these buildings'
risk of additional damage from severe storms. And since beaches and buildings in the area will
be preserved, Tria's tourist industry will improve over the long term."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Question 5.

The following appeared in a memorandum written by the chairperson of the West Egg Town
Council.

"Two years ago, consultants predicted that West Egg's landfill, which is used for garbage
disposal, would be completely filled within five years. During the past two years, however, the
town's residents have been recycling twice as much material as they did in previous years. Next
month the amount of recycled material — which includes paper, plastic, and metal — should
further increase, since charges for pickup of other household garbage will double. Furthermore,
over 90 percent of the respondents to a recent survey said that they would do more recycling in
the future. Because of our town's strong commitment to recycling, the available space in our
landfill should last for considerably longer than predicted."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Question 6.

The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a journal on environmental issues.

"Over the past year, the Crust Copper Company (CCC) has purchased over 10,000 square
miles of land in the tropical nation of West Fredonia. Mining copper on this land will inevitably



result in pollution and, since West Fredonia is the home of several endangered animal species,
in environmental disaster. But such disasters can be prevented if consumers simply refuse to
purchase products that are made with CCC's copper unless the company abandons its mining
plans."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the
implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Question 7.

The following is part of a memorandum from the president of Humana University.

"Last year the number of students who enrolled in online degree programs offered by nearby
Omni University increased by 50 percent. During the same year, Omni showed a significant
decrease from prior years in expenditures for dormitory and classroom space, most likely
because instruction in the online programs takes place via the Internet. In contrast, over the
past three years, enrollment at Humana University has failed to grow, and the cost of
maintaining buildings has increased along with our budget deficit. To address these problems,
Humana University will begin immediately to create and actively promote online degree
programs like those at Omni. We predict that instituting these online degree programs will help
Humana both increase its total enrollment and solve its budget problems."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to
decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to
explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.

Question 8.

The following appeared in a memorandum from the owner of Movies Galore, a chain of
movie-rental stores.

"Because of declining profits, we must reduce operating expenses at Movies Galore's ten
movie-rental stores. Raising prices is not a good option, since we are famous for our low prices.
Instead, we should reduce our operating hours. Last month our store in downtown Marston
reduced its hours by closing at 6:00 p.m. rather than 9:00 p.m. and reduced its overall inventory
by no longer stocking any DVD released more than five years ago. Since we have received very
few customer complaints about these new policies, we should now adopt them at all other
Movies Galore stores as our best strategies for improving profits."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Question 9.



An ancient, traditional remedy for insomnia — the scent of lavender flowers — has now been
proved effective. In a recent study, 30 volunteers with chronic insomnia slept each night for
three weeks on lavender-scented pillows in a controlled room where their sleep was monitored
electronically. During the first week, volunteers continued to take their usual sleeping
medication. They slept soundly but wakened feeling tired. At the beginning of the second week,
the volunteers discontinued their sleeping medication. During that week, they slept less soundly
than the previous week and felt even more tired. During the third week, the volunteers slept
longer and more soundly than in the previous two weeks. Therefore, the study proves that
lavender cures insomnia within a short period of time.

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Question  10.

Humans arrived in the Kaliko Islands about 7,000 years ago, and within 3,000 years most of the
large mammal species that had lived in the forests of the Kaliko Islands had become extinct. Yet
humans cannot have been a factor in the species' extinctions, because there is no evidence that
the humans had any significant contact with the mammals. Further, archaeologists have
discovered numerous sites where the bones of fish had been discarded, but they found no such
areas containing the bones of large mammals, so the humans cannot have hunted the
mammals. Therefore, some climate change or other environmental factor must have caused the
species' extinctions.

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the
implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


