
PTE Reading Practice Paper 24

PTE reading practice-multiple choice single answer exercise

Read the text and answer the multiple choice question by selecting the correct response.
Only one response is correct.

1.

The attitude of the scientific community towards the unconscious mind has
shifted dramatically in recent years. While once viewed as a lazy reservoir of
memories and non-task oriented behaviour, the unconscious is now regarded
as an active and essential component in the processes of decision making.

Historically, the unconscious mind was considered to be the source of dreams
and implicit memory (which allows people to walk or ride a bicycle without
consciously thinking about the activity), as well as the storing place for
memories of past experiences. But recent research reveals that the
unconscious brain might also be an active player in decision-making,
problem-solving, creativity and critical thinking. One familiar example of the
operation of the unconscious in problem-solving is the well-known
phenomenon of the “eureka moment” when a solution to a problem presents
itself without the involvement of active thinking.

What would be the most suitable title for the passage?

A. Scientists present new findings about the unconscious mind

B. Our growing understanding of the role of the unconscious

C. How humans solve problems

D. What is a “eureka moment”?

2.



Future Shock is a book written by the futurist Alvin Toffler in 1970. In the book,
Toffler defines the term “future shock” as a certain psychological state of
individuals and entire societies. His shortest definition for the term is a
personal perception of “too much change in too short a period of time”. The
book became an international bestseller, selling over 6 million copies, and has
been widely translated.

Toffler argued that society is undergoing an enormous structural change, a
revolution from an industrial society to a “super-industrial society”. This
change overwhelms people, he believed, the accelerated rate of technological
and social change leaving people disconnected and suffering from “shattering
stress and disorientation” – future shocked. Toffler stated that the majority of
social problems are symptoms of future shock. In his discussion of the
components of such shock he popularized the term “information overload.”

What would be the most suitable title for the passage?

A. A shocking vision of the future.

B.  What is “future shock”?

C.  The career of the futurist Alvin Toffler.

D. A changing society.

3.

Thomas Edison was an American inventor and businessman. He developed
many devices that greatly influenced life around the world, including the
phonograph, the motion picture camera, and a long-lasting, practical electric
light bulb. He was one of the first inventors to apply the principles of mass
production and large-scale teamwork to the process of the invention, and
because of that, he is often credited with the creation of the first industrial
research laboratory. Edison is the fourth most prolific inventor in history,
holding 1,093 US patents in his name, as well as many patents in the United



Kingdom, France, and Germany. He is credited with numerous inventions that
contributed to mass communication and, in particular, telecommunications.

Choose the best heading for the paragraph from the list below.

A. The creator of the first industrial research laboratory.

B. A pioneering and prolific inventor.

C. Edison’s contribution to mass communication.

Read the text and answer the question by selecting all the correct
responses.

a.Why do some countries drive on the left, while others – the majority- drive
on the right? In fact, those that drive on the left make up about twenty-five per
cent of the world’s countries and are, apart from the UK itself, mostly countries
that were British colonies: India, South Africa, Singapore, Jamaica, and so on.
Japan does too, although it wasn’t a colony, and as late as 2009, Samoa
switched from driving on the right largely because they wanted to buy
right-hand drive cars made in Japan and New Zealand.

The Romans introduced the custom of keeping to the left, a habit that was
reinforced in medieval times when riders throughout Europe passed oncoming
strangers sword arm to sword arm – this idea is based on the fact that the
majority of people are right-handed. An increase in horse traffic towards the
end of the 18th century meant that the convention gained strength, but it was
not put into law until 1835. Legend lias it that Napoleon is responsible for
making the European countries which he conquered keep to the right, for the
simple reason either that he was left-handed himself, or that he wanteLI to be
different from his enemy, England. This is most probably nonsense, but an
Emperor’s whims can go a long way. So France, obviously, and Spain, the
Netherlands and other countries Napoleon overran used this system, and over



the years other countries adopted the practice to make crossing borders
easier and safer. The latest European country to convert was Sweden, in
1967.

According to the text, which of the countries listed below drive on the
left?

1 Japan

2 Scotland

3 Spain

4 Samoa

5 South Africa

6 Germany

PTE MULTIPLE CHOICE MULTIPLE ANSWER

In 1861, Matthew Brady, a well-known portrait photographer, approached
President Lincoln requesting permission to move freely about the country
photographing the Civil War. Lincoln granted him permission to travel
anywhere with the Union armies, and his record of this conflict brought home
to millions the horrors of war.

Brady wasn’t the first official war photographer. Six years earlier, Roger
Fenton, a lawyer and amateur photographer, had returned from the Crimea,
having been personally chosen by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert.
However, his instructions were more likely to have been to send back work
that boosted morale back home rather than the terrible realities of war. Brady’s
coverage of the war made him a household name, but he had hundreds of
assistants, and it’s even possible that he didn’t take any of the 7,000 pictures
that were marketed under his name. But no one else could have organized



the large army of photographers needed to cover the broad sweep of the war
and provided access to many leading generals and politicians.

Which of the following statements are true of Matthew Brady?

1 He was given permission to travel anywhere in the US.

2 He was able to give his photographers introductions to politicians.

3 He took as many as seven thousand pictures of the war.

4 He was responsible for organizing a large number of photographers.

5 Before the war he had been an amateur photographer.


