TOEFL Integrated Writing Practice Test 16
Question 1

In a vote that took place at the International Astronomical Union Conference
on August 24th, 2006, Pluto lost its status as a planet in our solar system.
Pluto was originally discovered in 1930 when scientists were searching for
something that was interfering with Uranus's orbit. Though Pluto was
estimated to be similar in size to Earth, it was later discovered that it was
even smaller than our own moon, as well as many other moons. It is now
known that there are thousands of planetary objects similar to Pluto, including
Eris which is slightly larger than Pluto. Choosing to reclassify Pluto to a dwarf
planet honors the fact that science is about making new discoveries. While it
was a sad day for Pluto lovers, people in general have accepted the idea, and
the next generation of children will grow up knowing only eight planets and
thinking nothing of it. As Mike Brown, the astronomer who discovered Eris,
noted following the IUC's decision, "science is self-correcting.”

Next you will listen to part of a lecture on the same subject.



Transcript of lechure:

As you all likely know by now, Pluio has been officially demoted to a dwarf
planet. What this means is that we will no longer include it 35 part of our solar
system. The debate sbout whether or not Plute should hold its stafus as a
planet created such a conflict within the cormmunity of world astronomers that
it has been called the Gresf Plufo War. The decision on whether or not to
demote Pluto was put to a final vote by astronomers from around the world at
the International Astronomical Union Conference. However, when | s3y from
around the world, | don't mean worldwide. In fact, kess than 10% of the
workd's astronomers woted, and most of those who were at the conference
had already gone home by the last day when the vote took place. Of more
than 10 000 potential wvoters, less than 500 took part, mainly because there
w35 no way for them to cast their vote without sctually being at the
conference. Many asironomsars bslisve that if elecironic woting had been an
option, Fluto slong with two other celestial objects, would now be considerad
planets. Furthermare, the definition that was decided upon for 3 planst - that it
rmust chear the neighborhood arcwnd its orbit - doesn't technically hold wp,
since Earth, Mars, Meptune, and Jupiter 3l have sstenoids 3= neighbors.

The IUC decision disappointad many psople outside the astronomy
comrmumity too. You see, there are more than a few Pluto lovers out there.
Some were so angry at the resolution that they began putting petitions
together 1o hawve the ruling overurned. In Mew Mexico, where Pluto’s
discoversr was 3 resident, siate officials have declared March 13th, Pluto
Planet Ciay. Children in particular have a thing with Pluto and are perhaps the
least willing to part with it. The name for the now dwarf planet was putto 3
voie in 1930. And incidentally, Pluto, which was chosen unanimouwsly by a
group &t the observatory where it was discovered, had been submitted by a
young schoolgirl.



Reading: Does the re-migration of rhinos work?

IMain points:

Point 1: The migration process is complex and dangerous,
which will cause the loss of rhinos and affect the
reproduction of rhinos

Point 2: If some older male rhinos are selected, it will affect
fertility; if the female rhinos and their children are
separated, it will also have adverse effects.

Point 3: No matter where they are, poachers will still catch
them because their homs are precious.

Listening to lecture (oppose specific points:)

Point 1: Although the shori-term danger in transit, the
mortality rate is not as high. The risk of being poached in
South Africa is greater.

Point 2: The executor of the plan will carefully select rhinos
50 as not to cut the reproductive chain of rhinos, and there
will be no hidden dangers.

Point 3: The military will protect the program, and poachers
will not find it easily.

Summarize the points made in the lecture, explaining how they
oppose specific topics created in the reading passage.



