
GRE Issue Sample Essay

Question 1

The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its rulers, artists,
or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might
not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

Question 2

The best way to teach — whether as an educator, employer, or parent — is to praise positive
actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling
reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Question 3

Teachers' salaries should be based on their students' academic performance.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling
reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Question 4

Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction of those
species is the result of human activities.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how
these consequences shape your position.



Question 5

College students should base their choice of a field of study on the availability of jobs in that
field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling
reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


