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Question 1

"The rating system for electronic games is similar to the movie rating system in that it provides
consumers with a quick reference so that they can determine if the subject matter and contents are
appropriate. This electronic game rating system is not working because it is self regulated and the
fines for violating the rating system are nominal. As a result an independent body should oversee the
game industry and companies that knowingly violate the rating system should be prohibited from
releasing a game for two years."

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. Point out flaws in the argument's logic and
analyze the argument's underlying assumptions. In addition, evaluate how supporting evidence is
used and what evidence might counter the argument's conclusion. You may also discuss what
additional evidence could be used to strengthen the argument or what changes would make the
argument more logically sound.

Question 2

Essay Prompt
When someone achieves greatness in any field—such as the arts, science,
politics, or business—that person’s achievements are more important than any of
his or her personal faults.

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. Point out flaws in the argument's logic and
analyze the argument's underlying assumptions. In addition, evaluate how supporting evidence is
used and what evidence might counter the argument's conclusion. You may also discuss what
additional evidence could be used to strengthen the argument or what changes would make the
argument more logically sound.

Question 3

a country cannot be checked, both its economy and national identity are endangered. Because
illegal immigrants pose such threats, every effort must be made to return them to their country of
origin.”

Assignment: Discuss how well-reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to
analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need
to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations
or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would
strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically
sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusion.

Question 4



”Most companies would agree that as the risk of physical injury occurring on
the job increases, the wages paid to employees should also increase. Hence it
makes financial sense for employers to make the workplace safer: they could
thus reduce their payroll expenses and save money.”
Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion be sure
to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument.

Question 5

The following appeared in a memorandum issued by a large city’s council on
the arts.
“In a recent citywide poll, fifteen percent more residents said that they watch
television programs about the visual arts than was the case in a poll
conducted five years ago. During these past five years, the number of people
visiting our city’s art museums has increased by a similar percentage. Since
the corporate funding that supports public television, where most of the
visual arts programs appear, is now being threatened with severe cuts, we can
expect that attendance at our city’s art museums will also start to decrease.
Thus some of the city’s funds for supporting the arts should be reallocated to
public television.”
Discuss how well reasoned… etc.

Question 6
The following appeared in a report presented for discussion at a meeting of
the directors of a company that manufactures parts for heavy machinery.
“The falling revenues that the company is experiencing coincide with delays
in manufacturing. These delays, in turn, are due in large part to poor planning
in purchasing metals. Consider further that the manager of the department
that handles purchasing of raw materials has an excellent background in
general business, psychology, and sociology, but knows little about the
properties of metals. The company should, therefore, move the purchasing
manager to the sales department and bring in a scientist from the research
division to be manager of the purchasing department.”
Discuss how well reasoned… etc.


