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Question 1
The following appeared in an announcement issued by the publisher of The
Mercury, a weekly newspaper.
“Since a competing lower-priced newspaper, The Bugle, was started five years
ago, The Mercury’s circulation has declined by 10,000 readers. The best way to
get more people to read The Mercury is to reduce its price below that of The
Bugle, at least until circulation increases to former levels. The increased
circulation of The Mercury will attract more businesses to buy advertising
space in the paper.”
Discuss how well reasoned… etc.

Question 2

The following appeared as part of an article in a magazine devoted to regional
life.
“Corporations should look to the city of Helios when seeking new business
opportunities or a new location. Even in the recent recession, Helios’s
unemployment rate was lower than the regional average. It is the industrial
center of the region, and historically it has provided more than its share of the
region’s manufacturing jobs. In addition, Helios is attempting to expand its
economic base by attracting companies that focus on research and
development of innovative technologies.”
Discuss how well reasoned… etc.

Question 3

The following appeared in the health section of a magazine on trends and
lifestyles.
“People who use the artificial sweetener aspartame are better off consuming
sugar, since aspartame can actually contribute to weight gain rather than
weight loss. For example, high levels of aspartame have been shown to
trigger a craving for food bydepleting the brain of a chemical that registers
satiety, or the sense of being full. Furthermore, studies suggest that sugars, if
consumed after at least 45 minutes of continuous exercise, actually enhance
the body’s ability to burn fat. Consequently, those who drink
aspartame-sweetened juices after exercise will also lose this calorie-burning



benefit. Thus it appears that people consuming aspartame rather than sugar
are unlikely to achieve their dietary goals.”
Discuss how well reasoned… etc.

Question 4

The following appeared in the editorial section of a corporate newsletter.
“The common notion that workers are generally apathetic about
management issues is false, or at least outdated: a recently published survey
indicates that 79 percent of the nearly 1,200 workers who responded to survey
questionnaires expressed a high level of interest in the topics of corporate
restructuring and redesign of benefits programs.”
Discuss how well reasoned… etc.

Question 5

The following appeared in the opinion column of a financial magazine.
“On average, middle-aged consumers devote 39 percent of their retail
expenditure to department store products and services, while for younger
consumers the average is only 25 percent. Since the number of middle-aged
people will increase dramatically within the next decade, department stores
can expect retail sales to increase significantly during that period.
Furthermore, to take advantage of the trend, these stores should begin to
replace some of those products intended to attract the younger consumer
with products intended to attract the middle-aged consumer.”
Discuss how well reasoned… etc.

Question 6
The following appeared in an Excelsior Company memorandum.

“The Excelsior Company plans to introduce its own brand of coffee. Since coffee is an expensive
food item, and since there are already many established brands of coffee, the best way to gain
customers for the Excelsior brand is to do what Superior, the leading coffee company, did when it
introduced the newest brand in its line of coffees: conduct a temporary sales promotion that offers
free samples, price reductions, and discount coupons for the new brand.”

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to analyze the line of
reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to consider what
questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or
counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would



strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically
sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusion.


