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GRE Issue Sample Essay

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement, and explain your
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should
consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these
considerations shape your position.

1. Issue
"The age at which people can vote should be lowered to 16."

2. Issue
"The use of animals in scientific research should be banned."

3. Issue
"Individuals should have the right to choose their own gender identity."

4. Issue
"Social programs are necessary to reduce income inequality."

5. Issue
"Schools should teach financial literacy as a core subject."

6. Issue
"Traditional gender roles limit personal and societal progress."

7. Issue
"Governments should prioritize investment in public transportation over private cars."

8. Issue
"The pursuit of fame and celebrity status is detrimental to society."

9. Issue



"Access to the internet should be a universal right."

10. Issue
"Political leaders should have term limits to prevent corruption."

GRE Argument Sample Essay

1. Argument

"Recently, there have been discussions about ending Grove College's century-old
tradition of all-female education by admitting male students into our programs. At a
recent faculty meeting, a majority of faculty members voted in favor of coeducation,
arguing that it would encourage more students to apply to Grove. However, Grove
students, both past and present, are against the idea of coeducation. Eighty percent
of the students responding to a survey conducted by the student government wanted
the school to remain all female, and over half of the alumni who answered a
separate survey also opposed coeducation. Therefore, we recommend maintaining
Grove College's tradition of all-female education. We predict that keeping the college
all-female will improve morale among students and convince alumni to keep
supporting the college financially."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be
sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the
recommendation.

2. Argument

"Five years ago Fish Emporium started advertising in the magazine Exotic Pets
Monthly. Their stores saw sales increase by 15 percent after their ads began
appearing in the magazine. The three Fish Emporium stores in Gulf City saw an
even greater increase than that. Because Top Dog Pet Stores is based in Gulf City, it
seems clear that we should start placing our own ads in Exotic Pets Monthly. If we
do so, we will be sure to reverse the recent trend of declining sales and start making
a profit again."



Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the recommendation.

3. Argument

"The population on Balmer Island increases to 100,000 during the summer months.
To reduce the number of accidents involving mopeds and pedestrians, the town
council of Balmer Island plans to limit the number of mopeds rented by each of the
island's six moped rental companies from 50 per day to 30 per day during the
summer season. Last year, the neighboring island of Torseau enforced similar limits
on moped rentals and saw a 50 percent reduction in moped accidents. We predict
that putting these limits into effect on Balmer Island will result in the same reduction
in moped accidents."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are
reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the prediction.

4. Argument

Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia and
concluded from his observations that children in Tertia were reared by an entire
village rather than by their own biological parents. However, my recent interviews
with children living in the group of islands that includes Tertia show that these
children spend much more time talking about their biological parents than about
other adults in the village. This research of mine proves that Dr. Field’s conclusion
about Tertian village culture is invalid and thus that the observation-centered
approach to studying cultures is invalid as well. The interview-centered method that
my team of graduate students is currently using in Tertia will establish a much more
accurate understanding of child-rearing traditions there and in other island cultures.



Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the recommendation.

5. Argument

In 1992, many farmers in Jalikistan began using a hormone designed to produce
larger cows that would produce more milk. Since then, childhood obesity in
Jalikistan has grown by 200 percent. The amount of milk and dairy consumed by
children in this area has not increased or decreased. Children in the same area who
are lactose intolerant, and who drink almond milk or soy milk, have not had the
same increase in childhood obesity. The only clear explanation is that the
introduction of the hormone is responsible for the increase in childhood obesity in
that area.

Write a response in which you discuss one or more viable alternatives to the
proposed explanation. Justify, with support, why the alternatives could rival the
proposed explanation and explain how those explanation(s) can plausibly account
for the facts presented in the argument.


