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GRE Issue Sample Essay

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement, and explain your
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should
consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these
considerations shape your position.

1. Issue
"Parents should have the right to choose their child's school."

2. Issue
"Religious institutions should pay taxes."

3. Issue
"The media has a responsibility to report only positive news."

4. Issue
"The United Nations should have more authority in global conflicts."

5. Issue
"Social media platforms should be held accountable for spreading misinformation."

6. Issue
"Beauty pageants perpetuate harmful stereotypes."

7. Issue
"Society should prioritize investment in renewable energy over fossil fuels."

8. Issue
The government should provide free college education to all citizens."



9. Issue
"Voting should be made mandatory for all eligible citizens."

10. Issue
"Individuals should have the right to end their own life through assisted suicide."

GRE Argument Sample Essay

1. Argument

The problem of poorly trained, overworked nurses that has plagued our state
hospitals should become less serious in the near future. The state has initiated
comprehensive guidelines that oblige nurses to complete a number of required
credits at the graduate level before being licensed.

Explain low logically persuasive you find this argument. In discussing your viewpoint,
analyze the argument's line of reasoning and its use of evidence. Also explain what,
if anything, would make the argument more valid and convincing to help you to better
evaluate its conclusion.

2. Argument

A new medical test that allows the early detection of a particular disease will prevent
the deaths of people all over the world who would otherwise die from the disease.
The test has been extremely effective in allowing doctors to diagnose the disease six
months to a year before it would have been spotted by conventional means. As soon
as we can institute this test as a routine procedure in hospitals around the world, the
death rate from this disease will plummet.

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on the assumptions
and what the implications are if the assumptions prove unwarranted.



3. Argument

“According to a recent report from our marketing department, during the past year,
fewer people attended Super Screen-produced movies than in any other year. And
yet the percentage of positive reviews by movie reviewers about specific Super
Screen movies actually increased during the past year. Clearly, the contents of these
reviews are not reaching enough of our prospective viewers. Thus, the problem lies
not with the quality of our movies but with the public’s lack of awareness that movies
of good quality are available. Super Screen should therefore allocate a greater share
of its budget next year to reaching the public through advertising.”

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the recommendation.

4. Argument

In 1992, many farmers in Jalikistan began using a hormone designed to produce
larger cows that would produce more milk. Since then, childhood obesity in Jalikistan
has grown by 200 percent. The amount of milk and dairy consumed by children in
this area has not increased or decreased. Children in the same area who are lactose
intolerant, and who drink almond milk or soy milk, have not had the same increase in
childhood obesity. The only clear explanation is that the introduction of the hormone
is responsible for the increase in childhood obesity in that area.

Write a response in which you discuss one or more viable alternatives to the
proposed explanation. Justify, with support, why the alternatives could rival the
proposed explanation and explain how those explanation(s) can plausibly account
for the facts presented in the argument.

5. Argument

Several charitable organizations in Pleasantville provide opportunities for teenagers
to engage in community service. These organizations have a great need for volunteers,
but in recent years, the number of teenage volunteers has significantly declined.The



Pleasantville School Board should take measures to increase the number of volunteers.
Teachers, parents, and other community members agree that it is important for young
people to learn the value of community service. Requiring high-school students to
engage in community service would provide much-needed assistance to worthy local
charities and would also help young people understand the importance of giving back to
their community. For this reason, the Pleasantville School Board should institute a
program requiring students of Pleasantville High School to complete 40 hours of
community service prior to graduation.

Write a response in which you discuss one or more viable alternatives to the proposed
explanation. Justify, with support, why the alternatives could rival the proposed
explanation and explain how those explanation(s) can plausibly account for the facts
presented in the argument.


