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GRE Issue Sample Essay

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement, and explain your
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should
consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these
considerations shape your position.

1. Issue
"Standardized testing is an ineffective measure of a student's abilities."

2. Issue
"The legal age for smoking should be raised to 21."

3. Issue
"The government should subsidize healthy food options to combat obesity."

4. Issue
"Social media influencers have a positive impact on society."

5. Issue
The use of torture is never justified, even in extreme circumstances."

6. Issue
Animal rights should be legally protected."

7. Issue
"The government should regulate the use of plastic packaging to reduce pollution."

8. Issue
The government should provide free college education to all citizens."



9. Issue
"Public transportation should be free to encourage its use."

10. Issue
"The traditional 9-to-5 workday is outdated and should be replaced."

GRE Argument Sample Essay

1. Argument

A recent survey of 250 adults between the ages of 30 and 45 showed an association
between the number of hours adults spend online each day and self-reporting of
symptoms commonly associated with depression. The survey found that adults who
spend 30 hours or more online each week were twice as likely as others to report
that they “frequently” had trouble concentrating. Of adults who reported spending
more than 30 hours per week online, 20 percent also reported that they had felt “sad,
down, or blue” at least three times within the past month. These results suggest that
spending too much time online is linked to depression, and people who want to
improve their well-being should strictly limit the time they spend online.

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the recommendation

2. Argument

“In order to save a considerable amount of money, Rockingham’s century-old town
hall should be torn down and replaced by the larger and more energy-efficient
building that some citizens have proposed. The old town hall is too small to
comfortably accommodate the number of people who are employed by the town. In
addition, it is very costly to heat the old hall in winter and cool it in summer. The new,
larger building would be more energy efficient, costing less per square foot to heat
and cooler than the old hall. Furthermore, it would be possible to rent out some of



the space in the new building, thereby generating income for the town of
Rockingham.”

Write a response in which you discuss one or more viable alternatives to the
proposed explanation. Justify, with support, why the alternatives could rival the
proposed explanation and explain how those explanation(s) can plausibly account
for the facts presented in the argument.

3. Argument

Claitown University needs both affordable housing for its students and a way to fund
the building of such housing. The best solution to this problem is to commission a
famous architect known for experimental and futuristic buildings. It is common
knowledge that tourists are willing to pay money to tour some of the architect’s
buildings, so it can be expected that tourists will want to visit this new building. The
income from the fees charged to tourists will soon cover the building costs.
Furthermore, such a building will attract new students as well as donations from
alumni. And even though such a building will be much larger than our current need
for student housing, part of the building can be used as office space.

Write a response in which you discuss one or more viable alternatives to the
proposed explanation. Justify, with support, why the alternatives could rival the
proposed explanation and explain how those explanation(s) can plausibly account
for the facts presented in the argument.

4. Argument

As a result of numerous consumer complaints of dizziness and nausea,
Promofoods requested that eight million cans of tuna be returned for testing last
year. Promofoods concluded that the cans did not, after all, contain chemicals
that posed a health risk. This conclusion is based on the fact that the chemists
from Promofoods tested samples of the recalled cans and found that, of the eight
chemicals most commonly blamed for causing symptoms of dizziness and
nausea, five were not found in any of the tested cans. The chemists did find that
the three remaining suspected chemicals are naturally found in all other kinds of
canned foods.



Write a response in which you discuss one or more viable alternatives to the
proposed explanation. Justify, with support, why the alternatives could rival the
proposed explanation and explain how those explanation(s) can plausibly account
for the facts presented in the argument.

5. Argument

People should not be misled by the advertising competition between Coldex and
Cold-Away, is the popular over-the-counter cold medication that anyone can
purchase without a doctor’s prescription. Each brand is accusing the other of
causing some well-known, unwanted side effect: Coldex is known to contribute to
existing high blood pressure and Cold-Away is known to cause drowsiness. But
the choice should be clear for most health-conscious people: Cold-Away has been
on the market for much longer and is used by more hospitals than Coldex.
Clearly, Cold-Away is more effective.

Write a response in which you discuss one or more viable alternatives to the proposed
explanation. Justify, with support, why the alternatives could rival the proposed
explanation and explain how those explanation(s) can plausibly account for the facts
presented in the argument.


