CBSE Class 12 English Answer Key 2024 (Set 1 - 1/3/1)

Series: S3QRP/3 Set-1
(1/3/1)

Strictly Confidential: (For Internal and Restricted use only)
Senior Secondary School Examination 2024
Marking Scheme — ENGLISH CORE (301)
(QUESTION PAPER CODE - 1/3/1)

General Instructions: -

1. You are aware that evaluation 1s the most important process in the actual and correct
assessment of the candidates. A small mistake 1n evaluation may lead to serious
problems which may affect the future of the candidates, education system and teaching
profession. To avoid mistakes, it 1s requested that before starting evaluation, you must
read and understand the spot evaluation guidelines carefully.

2. “Evaluation policy is a confidential policy as it is related to the confidentiality of
the examinations conducted, evaluation done and several other aspects. Its
leakage to public in any manner could lead to derailment of the examination
system and affect the life and future of millions of candidates. Sharing this
policy/document to anyone, publishing in any magazine and printing in News
Paper/Website etc may invite action under various rules of the Board and IPC.”

3. Evaluation 1s to be done as per instructions provided in the Marking Scheme. It should
not be done according to one’s own interpretation or any other consideration. Marking
Scheme should be strictly adhered to and religiously followed. However, while
evaluating, answers which are based on the latest information or knowledge and /
or are innovative, may be assessed for their correctness otherwise, and due marks
may be awarded to them. In Competency based questions, please try to
understand the given answer and even if reply is not from marking scheme but
correct competency is shown by the candidate, due marks should be awarded.

4. The Marking Scheme carries only suggested value points for the answers. These are 1n
the nature of Guidelines only and do not constitute the complete answer. The students
can have their own expression and if the expression 1s correct, then due marks should
be awarded accordingly.

5. The Head-Examiner must go through the first five answer books evaluated by each
evaluator on the first day, to ensure that evaluation has been carried out as per the
instructions given in the Marking Scheme. If there 1s any variation, the same should be
zeroed after deliberation and discussion. The remaining answer books meant for
evaluation shall be given only after ensuring that there 1s no significant variation in the
marking of individual evaluators.

6. Evaluators will mark ( v ) wherever answer 1s correct. For wrong answer ‘X be
marked. Evaluators will not put ( \') while evaluating a wrong answer which gives an
impression that answer 1s correct and no marks are awarded. This iIs the most
common mistake which evaluators are committing.

7. If a question has parts, please award marks on the right-hand side for each part. Marks
awarded for different parts of the question should then be totalled up and written 1n the
left-hand margin and encircled. This must be followed strictly.

8. If a question does not have any parts, marks must be awarded in the left-hand margin
and encircled. This must be followed strictly.
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9. If a student has attempted an extra question, answer of the question deserving more
marks should be retained and the other answer scored out with a note “Extra
Question”.

10. If more than one option is mentioned in the answer of multiple choice questions,
then no marks to be awarded.

11. No marks to be deducted for the cumulative etffect of an error. It should be penalized

only once.
12. A full scale of marks (0-80 marks) as given in Question Paper has to be used. Please

do not hesitate to award full marks 1f the answer deserves it.
13. Every examiner has to necessarily do evaluation work for full working hours 1.e. 8

hours every day and evaluate 20 answer books per day in main subjects and 25 answer
books per day 1n other subjects (Details are given in Spot Guidelines).
14. Ensure that you do not make the following common types of errors committed by the

Examiner in the past:-

e [eaving answer or part thereof unassessed 1in an answer book.

¢ (Giving more marks for an answer than assigned to it.

e Wrong totalling of marks awarded on an answer.

e Wrong transfer of marks from the inside pages of the answer book to the title page.

e Wrong question wise totalling on the title page.

e Wrong totalling of marks of the two columns on the title page.

® Wrong grand total.

e Marks in words and figures not tallying / not same.

e Wrong transfer of marks from the answer book to online award list.

e Answers marked as correct, but marks not awarded. (Ensure that the right tick mark ( V) is
correctly and clearly indicated. It should not merely be a line. Same 1s with the (X) for
1ncorrect answer.)

e Half or a part of answer marked correct and the rest as wrong, but no marks awarded.

15. While evaluating the answer books it the answer 1s found to be totally incorrect, it
should be marked as cross (X) and awarded zero (0) Marks. ‘Zero’ should be
mentioned both 1n figures and words.

16. Any unassessed portion, non-carrying over of marks to the title page, or totalling error
detected by the candidate shall damage the prestige of all the personnel engaged in the
evaluation work as also of the Board. Hence, 1n order to uphold the prestige of all
concerned, it 1s again reiterated that the instructions should be followed meticulously
and judiciously.

17. The Examiners should acquaint themselves with the guidelines given in the
“Guidelines for Spot Evaluation” before starting the actual evaluation.

18. Every Examiner shall also ensure that all the answers are evaluated, marks carried over
to the title page, correctly totalled and written 1n figures and words.

19. The candidates are entitled to obtain photocopy ot the Answer Book on request on
payment of the prescribed processing fee. All Examiners / Additional Head Examiners
/ Head Examiners are once again reminded that they must ensure that evaluation 1s
carried out strictly as per Value Points for each answer as given in the Marking

Scheme.
XIl_301 1/3/1_English Core # Page-2

*These answers are meant to be used by evaluators.

collegedunia:

India’s largest Student Review Platform




Series: S3QRP/3 Set-1
(1/3/1)

MARKING SCHEME
Senior Secondary School Examination, 2024

ENGLISH CORE (Subject Code-301)

[Question Paper Code : 1/3/1]

Maximum Marks : 80
IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS:

1. The answers given below are suggestive. Credit should be given for any relevant point which
is not included in the value points listed below. However, any independent interpretation
should be discussed with the HE before awarding marks.

2. No marks shall be deducted for exceeding the word-limit.

3. If a spelling error is recurring, it should be penalized only once.

SUGGESTED VALUE POINTS Marks
SECTION—A 9
Reading Skills Marks

NOTE: The objective of the reading section is to focus on testing a candidate’s
ability to comprehend. No mark(s) should be deducted for mistakes in usage and
grammar, spelling or word-limit. Full marks may be awarded if a student has been
able to identify the core ideas. If a student literally lifts a portion of the given
passage as an answer to a question, no mark(s) to be deducted for this, as long as
it is relevant.

Q.1. | Answer the following questions, based on the above passage. 12
marks

(1) What is the significance of owning a dog for a young adult who is striving for
acceptance in society?

(A) It means increased physical activity.
(B) It builds a sense of responsibility.
(C) It helps young adults get more sleep.

(D) It is a source of unconditional love.

Ans. | (D) It 1s a source of unconditional love. |

(1) | A dog can encourage its owner to lead a healthier life by
Complete the above sentence appropriately, in about 40 words, with a
characteristic or description.

Ans. |- giving emotional support 2
- keeping him happy
- reducing anxiety and depression

- helping 1n mental health 1ssues

- g1ving a sense of calm and comfort
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- engaging him in physical activities

(any two)

(111)

Share evidence from the text, in approximately 40 words, to support the view
that dogs provide a sense of calm and comfort to those struggling with mental
health issues.

Ans.

- ability to sense their owner’s emotions can be incredibly calming
- having a dog as a companion can be a life changing experience
- their presence 1s calming for the owner

- support them to deal with anxiety and depression

(any two)

(1v)

Explain in about 40 words the statement that dogs are great ice-breakers .

Ans.

- dogs have a way of bringing people together

- a great way to connect with others and form new friendships

(V)

Which of the following activities help(s) young adults, owning a dog, build
their sense of responsibility and self-discipline ?

(A) walking the dog daily

(B) feeding it regularly

(C) engaging the services of a dog trainer
(D) Both (A) and (B)

Ans.

(D) Both (A) and (B)

(vi)

What does this article aim to do ?

(A) Explain the benefits of owning a dog.

(B) Provide advice on how to get a dog.

(C) Discuss how to take proper care of a dog.

(D) Describe the experiences of dog owners.

Ans.

(A) Explain the benetits of owning a dog.

(vii)

Select the option that is similar in meaning to the phrase ‘take on the world’.
(A) travel the world

(B) accept a responsibility

(C) to be pessimistic

(D) have a global outlook

Ans.

(B) accept a responsibility

(viil)

What does the underlined part in the sentence “consider finding a furry friend
to take on the world with you” refer to?

Ans.

dog as pet / companion / any hairy animal which gives companionship
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(ix) | What is the tone of the article ?
(A) critical but supportive

(B) indifferent and bored

(C) positive and informative

(D) humorous and casual

Ans. | (C) positive and informative |

Passage 2

Q.2. | Answer the following questions, based on the above passage. 10
marks

(1) Infer the advantage that aquatic or amphibious species have over human
beings. Answer in about 40 words.

Ans. - due to a biological phenomenon- electroreception 2
- ability to perceive and act upon electrical stimuli

- shark’s extraordinary precision- use electrical signals to 1dentity and strike
the prey

(any two)

(ii) | A possible use for electroreception that will benefit humans is to :
(A) use water as it is an efficient conductor of electricity.

(B) act on electrical stimuli.

(C) change electrical frequency to prevent it from being jammed.

(D) jam electrical frequencies.

Ans. | (B) act on electrical stimuli. / (C) change electrical frequency to prevent it from 1
being jammed.

(ili) | Explain in about 40 words the use of electroreception between the weakly
electric fish.

Ans. | - when two electric fish meet in the ocean they use the same frequency. 2

- each fish shifts the frequency of its discharge so that they are transmitting on
different frequencies.

(iv) | Identify a young ray embryo from the following :
(A) It fears electric signals.

(B) It keeps its tail in constant motion.

(C) It stations itself on land.

(D) It disorients sharks.

Ans. | (B) It keeps its tail in constant motion. I

(v) | Complete the sentence appropriately.
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A shark hunts with accuracy because

Ans.

- of precision

- 1t in1tially locks on its prey through a keen sense of smell

- 1t tunes 1nto electrical signals to ensure a precise strike on its target.

(any one)

(Vi)

Why does a shark recede its eyes when it attacks ?

Ans.

for protectiﬂn

(vii)

In areas where shark attacks on humans are likely to occur,
scientists :

(A) suggest putting barriers.

(B) are exploring ways to create artificial electroreceptors.
(C) suggest blinding them.

(D) are exploring ways to warn swimmers.

Ans.

(B) are exploring ways to create artificial electroreceptors.

(viii)

State True or False. 1

The title Understanding Electroreception and its Uses is

Significant for Human Beings is appropriate for this passage.

Ans.

True

SECTION B
Creative Writing Skills

18
Marks

OBJECTIVE:

e To test the ability to think logically and express clearly.
® To use a style appropriate to the given situation.

e To plan, organize and present 1deas coherently.

Q.3

Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in about 50 words.

marks

NOTICE WRITING

Distribution of marks

Format -1 Content — 2

Expression: Grammar & Spelling -2  Coherence of Ideas- 2

FORMAT - Name of 1ssuing authority- organisation/ agency, NOTICE, heading

date of 1ssue, signature / name, designation (bottom left)

Q.3

You are Akhil/Amala, the Secretary of the History Club of Margaret Public
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(@) | School, Utsavnagar. The club has decided to conduct an educational tour to
the local historical sites for students of class XI.

Draft a notice informing the students of the proposed tour. Invent all
necessary details.

Ans. | Suggested value points
- drawing attention of students
- mention place (historical sites- names)
- mention days with dates (period)
- consent / fees etc. 4
- 1nviting names of participants
- line with reference to the undersigned
(inputs given in the question to be included)

(any other relevant point)

OR
Q.3 | You are Roshni/Rahul, Secretary of ABC Colony Welfare Association,
(b Naveenbagh. Write a notice for the society notice board informing residents

that there will be no water supply in your colony on 24th and 25th April, 2024
due to maintenance work. Invent necessary details.

Ans. | Suggested value points

- drawing attention of residents

- stating the information- No water supply

- date, time (duration)

- reason

- alternate arrangements

- 1nconvenience regretted

- line with reference to the undersigned
(Inputs given in the question to be included)

(any other relevant point)

Q.4 | Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in about 50 words. 4
marks

Distribution of marks
Format -1 Content - 2
Expression: Grammar & Spelling -2  Coherence of Ideas- /2

FORMAL INVITATION

Q.4 | You are Suresh/Surbhi Gupta, the Principal of Goodwill Public School, Akash
(a) | Nagar. Your school is organizing an Inter-School Economics Seminar on
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Critical Analysis of the Financial Budget, 2023-2024. Send a formal letter of
invitation to the Finance Secretary of your State to be the Chief Guest. Invent
necessary details.

Format- Formal letter 4

Ans. | Suggested value points

- name of the event, date, time, venue
- no. of participating schools
- age group of target audience
- 1nvite to be the chief guest
(Inputs given in the question to be included)

(any other relevant point)

OR
FORMAL REPLY

Q.4 | You are the PA to the Chairman, State Book Trust. The Chairman has been
(b invited to inaugurate the annual book fair to be held at Olympic Maidan from
Sth March, 2024 to 12th March, 2024. Write an appropriate formal letter of
acceptance on his behalf.

Ans. | Suggested value points 4
- letter of acceptance
- acknowledging and accepting the invitation
- details of the invite (what, when, where)
- any queries/ questions/ requirements
(inputs given in the question to be included)

(any other relevant point)

Q.5 | Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in 120-150 words. S
marks

Distribution of marks
Format -1 Content - 3

Expression (Grammar & Spelling) -2  Coherence of ideas - 12

FORMAT —Sender’s address, Date, Receiver’s address, Subject and Salutation/
Salutation and Subject, Complimentary Close, Name

JOB APPLICATION

Q.5 | Divya/Diwakar Awasthi of 24/7, Hill View Apartments, Shrigram has come
(@) | across an advertisement in Indian News and decides to apply for the post of
Sales Executive. Write a letter applying for the post to the Personnel
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Manager.

Amarish Ayurveda Pvt. Ltd.

Requires Sales Executives

- Qualification: Graduate in any subject

- Skills: Good communication skills

Basic computer skills

- Willing to travel

-  Knowledge of ayurvedic products
Please send your resumé within ten days to the Personnel Manager.
personnelmanageramarish@gmail.com
Amarish House 35, Shanti Nagar, Shrigram

Ans.

Suggested value points:
Covering Letter :

- reference to the advertisement
- suitability for the post
- offer candidature
Bio-Data / Resume / CV:
- personal profile

- qualifications

- experience

- skalls

- references

NOTE:

e No marks to be deducted if the Resume/CV/Bi1o-data i1s included in the
covering letter

(inputs given in the question to be included)

OR

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Q.5
(b

Your school organized a week-long campaign to create awareness of the plight
of senior citizens in old age homes and ways of volunteering to bring smiles to
their faces. This effort by the students was greatly appreciated. You decide to
write a letter to the editor of a local daily to create awareness amongst people
all over the city. You are Deepika/Deepak, Raja Vas School, Tri Bagh. You

may combine your ideas with the cues given below.
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Help the Senior Citizens
Make Them Smile

panel discussion on ‘How to help the elderly’
visit to old age homes

distribution of hampers

cultural programmes

pledge to volunteer one hour a week

Ans. | Suggested value points

(iInputs given in the question to be included) J
(any other relevant point)

(any three)

Q.6 | Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in 120-150 words. 5
marks

Distribution of marks

Format -1 Content - 3
Expression (Grammar & Spelling) -2 Coherence of ideas - 2

FORMAT - Title and byline
ARTICLE WRITING

Q.6 | The newspapers today have more of full page advertisements than news items
(@) | or editorials. Write an article to be published in a national daily on how these
advertisements take away the purpose of a newspaper and mislead the reader.
Suggest how journalism can become more responsible. You are
Madhu/Mahesh. You may use the given cues along with your own ideas.
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Impact of advertisements :

e advertisements should not overwhelm the reader and distract
from

the purpose of news information

gradual decline in newspaper readership

newspapers lose credibility and appeal

¢ merely as a promotional medium

Suggestions :
¢ reinforce idea that newspapers and other print media are
e gateways to information
e focus more on news rather than commercial visibility
e focus on in-depth coverage direct advertisements to a designated

section of the paper

Suggested value points :
Ans.

(Inputs given in the question to be included) 5

(any other relevant point)

(any three)
OR
REPORT WRITING
Distribution of marks
Format -1 Content - 3

Expression (Grammar & Spelling) -2  Coherence of ideas - 12

FORMAT - Title and byline

Q.6 | The Literary Society of your school organized a library week. As student
(b editor of the school magazine, draft a report on the week-long activities. You
are Rani/Rahul. You may use the following cues along with your ideas to write
the report. Invent necessary details.
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e exhibition-cum-discount sale of books by leading publishers

e meet the author session

e creative writing creating a graphic story and book cover making

e workshops

e inter-school literary quiz

e short story writing competition

Ans. | Suggested value points :
(Inputs given in the question to be included) 5
(any other relevant point)
(any three)
SECTION C 40
Literature Marks

NOTE: The objective of this section is to test a candidate’s ability to understand
and interpret the prescribed text through short & long answer type questions.
Long answer type questions have been set to test the student’s understanding of
the text and their ability to interpret, evaluate & respond to the issues raised
therein. Hence, no particular answer can be accepted as the only correct answer.
All presentations may be accepted as correct with consultation of the HE, if they
have been duly supported by the facts drawn from the text. The student should be
able to justify his / her viewpoint.

In the Inter textual questions reference to both the texts must be included.

Q.7 | Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the

given two, (a) or (b) :

(a) | I saw my mother, 6x1=
beside me, 6
marks

doze, open mouthed, her face
ashen like that

of a corpse and realized with
pain

that she was as old as she
looked but soon

put that thought away, and
looked out at Young

Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling

out of their homes.
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(My Mother at Sixty-six)

(1)

The phrase ‘ashen like that of a corpse’ gives the impression that the mother
1S

(A) frustrated
(C) dead

(B) depressed
(D) weak

Ans.

(D) weak

(ii)

State whether the following statement is True or False, with reference to the
extract.

‘““ The mother was suffering from some fatal disease.”

Ans.

False

(iii)

Which of the following themes is best represented in the given extract ?
(A) Life is short and one must enjoy it

(B) Ageing and Mortality

(C) Sleeping and Playing

(D) Art of Parenting

Ans.

(B) Ageing and Mortality

(iv)

Pick the option in which the word ‘spilling’ is used in the same sense as in the
extract.

(A) Rahul was responsible for spilling the beans by telling everyone the secret.
(B) He opened the bag, spilling all its contents on the table.

(C) Try to keep that crowd from spilling onto the main street.

(D) The cat spilled all the milk.

Ans.

(C) Try to keep that crowd from spilling onto the main street.

(V)

The phrases ‘Young Trees sprinting’ and ‘merry children spilling’ represent
(A) Youth

(B) Old age

(C) Disease

(D) Travel

Ans.

(A) Youth

(vi)

Complete the sentence appropriately.
‘She was as old as she looked.’

The repetition of the word ‘as’ suggests that

Ans.

it 1s a stmile / the mother was as old / pale / weak / as her age reflected.

OR

Q.7
(b)

What I want should not be confused

with total inactivity.

6x1=
6
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Life is what it is about;

I want no truck with death.

If we were not so single-minded
about keeping our lives moving,
and for once could do nothing,
perhaps a huge silence

might interrupt this sadness

of never understanding ourselves

and of threatening ourselves with death.

(Keeping Quiet)

marks

(1)

Which of the following themes is best represented in the given extract ?
(A) Silence alleviates sadness of our life.

(B) Life and death are part of our existence.

(C) We must keep our lives moving.

(D) Life is stressful and monotonous.

Ans.

(A) Silence alleviates sadness of our life.

(ii)

State whether the following statement is True or False, with reference to the
extract.

The poet feels that quiet productivity in place of all activities is desirable.

Ans.

True

(iii)

The sadness being referred to (line 9) is due to :
(A) failure to understand ourselves.

(B) failure to understand others.

(C) loss of peers in life.

(D) inability to achieve what we desire.

Ans.

(A) failure to understand ourselves.

(iv)

The poem has been written from the point of view of a/an :
(A) environmentalist.

(B) feminist.

(C) social activist.

(D) linguist.

Ans.

(A) environmentalist. / (C) social activist.

(V)

Based on the rhyme scheme, which of the following does not

rhyme with line 1 ?

(A) cruised

*These answers are meant to be used by evaluators.
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(B) complaint

(C) mused

(D) bruised
Ans. | (B) complaint ]
(vi) | Complete the sentence appropriately.

In ‘Life is what it is about’, the poet is talking about
Ans. | life as an ongoing process, cycle of life ]
Q.8 | Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the given two,

(a) or (b) :

(a) | To make sure, I walked over to a newsboy and glanced at the stack of 4x1=
papers at his feet. It was The World; and The World hasn’t mzi*ks
published for years. The lead story said something about President
Cleveland. I found that front page since, in the Public Library
files, and it was printed June 11, 1894.

I turned toward the ticket window knowing that here- on the third
level at Grand Central- I could buy tickets that would take Louisa
and me anywhere in the United States we wanted to go.
(The Third Level)

(i) Why does the narrator resort to wishful day-dreaming and want to travel
back in time ?

Ans. | this shows the writer’s discontent with the present time / his wish to escape ]
monotony / stress and anxiety / his wish to escape insecurity, fear and worry

(ii) The year 1894 holds so much importance because

Ans. | 1t was a peacetul world/ pre world war period / there was stability and calm ]

(iii) | The World, the news about President Cleveland what do they hint at ?

(A) The narrator used to like reading the newspaper.

(B) The narrator fantasises about past events.

(C) The narrator wants to escape to a world that was unaffected by the two
World Wars.

(D) The narrator tends to forget things.

Ans. | (C) The narrator wants to escape to a world that was unaffected by the two World ]
Wars.

(iv) | Give one reason why the writing style of the extract can be called
autobilographical.

Ans. | The writer uses personal pronoun 1.e. ‘I’ and connects the narration to his personal ]
life. (his plans with Louisa, his wife)
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OR

Q.8 | But at this moment the door opened and she looked out, a dark-blue 4x1=

W woollen haori over her kimono. ... He had met Hana in America, but 41(
he had waited to fall in love with her until he was sure she was e
Japanese. His father would never have received her unless she had
been pure in her race.

(The Enemy)

(i) Complete the sentence appropriately.

Hana was attired in
Ans. | dark-blue woollen haor1 over her kimono / traditional Japanese dress 1
(ii) With reference to the above, how will you describe Dr. Sadao as a son ?

(A) indifferent

(B) obedient

(C) defiant

(D) practical
Ans. | (B) obedient ]
(iii) | What is ‘this moment’ all about?

It is a moment of :

(A) emotional turmoil.

(B) tranquility.

(C) agitation.

(D) conflict.

Ans. | (B) tranquility. 1

(iv) | From the extract, what can you infer about Dr. Sadao and Hana’s relationship
2

Ans. | They both shared love, care, trust, companionship and loyalty. ]

Q.9 | Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the
given two, (a) or (b) :

(a) | For a moment I thought of running away and spending the day out of 6x1=
doors. It was so warm, so bright! The birds were chirping at the edge maﬁrks
of the woods; and in the open field back of the sawmill the Prussian
soldiers were drilling. It was all much more tempting than the rule
for participles, but I had the strength to resist, and hurried off to
school.
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(The Last Lesson)

(1)

List two sensory details present in the extract.

Ans.

- chirping of birds

- drilling sound of Prussian soldiers
- warmth and brightness of the day
(any two)

Lh + 11

(ii)

Why is the narrator tempted to spend the day out of doors ?

Ans.

- as the day was warm and bright
- he had not prepared participles

(any one)

(iii)

Complete the sentence appropriately.

I hurried off to school resisting

Ans.

- the temptation to spend the day outdoors

- the temptation to bunk school

(any one)

(iv)

Why does the narrator want to bunk school ?

(A) He doesn’t like the teachers.

(B) He doesn’t like his classmates.

(C) He wasn’t prepared for the test on participles.
(D) He had forgotten to complete his homework.

Ans.

(C) He wasn’t prepared for the test on participles.

(V)

Which trait of the protagonist is revealed in the sentence ‘I had the strength to
resist’ ?

(B) determination
(D) kindness

(A) sincerity
(C) bravery

Ans.

(B) determination

(Vi)

Which of the following headlines best suggests the central idea of the extract ?
(A) The Drilling of Prussian Soldiers

(B) The Rule of Participles

(C) Strength to Resist

(D) Out of Doors

Ans.

(C) Strength to Resist

OR

(b)

My introduction to the Y.M.C.A. swimming pool revived unpleasant
memories and stirred childish fears. But in a little while I gathered
confidence. I paddled with my new water wings, watching the other

boys and trying to learn by aping them. I did this two or three times

6x 1=

marks
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on different days.
(Deep Water)

(i) Identify the phrase from the given extract that bears evidence to the fact that
the narrator’s association with ‘childish fears’ was not a recent one.

Ans. | revived unpleasant memories |

(ii) How does the writer try to learn it ? Mention any two ways.

Ans. | - paddled with his new water wings ]
- watching and aping the other boys

(iii) | What did the Y.M.C.A. pool bring back to Douglas ?
(A) Unpleasant memories

(B) Memory of a boat

(C) Meeting a bruiser of a boy
(D) Memory of his visit to the Yakima River

Ans. | (A) Unpleasant memories 1

(iv) | The two emotions of Douglas mentioned in the given extract are
and

Ans. | childish fears and gained confidence ]

(V) Why did Douglas ape the other boys ?

Ans. | trying to learn to swim ]

(vi) | The writing style of the extract is autobiographical because

Ans. | he shares his own experiences / first person 1

Q. Answer any five of the following six questions in 40 - 50 words each : 5x2=

10 10
marks

Distribution of marks:-

CONTENT -1
SPELLING AND GRAMMAR- 1 COHERENCE OF IDEAS- 5
(i) Why is Mukesh’s dream compared to a mirage? (Lost Spring)
Ans. | Suggested value points- 2

- dream- a farfetched possibility

- his current and immediate circumstances made 1t unachievable
- poverty stricken/ impoverished circumstances

- vicious circle of middlemen

(any one)
(any other relevant point)

(ii) Why did Gandhi say : “Freedom from fear is more important than legal
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justice for the poor™ ? (Indigo)

Ans. | Suggested value points- 2
- encouraged them to be self reliant to overcome the fear of oppression
- empowered the peasants

(any one)
(any other relevant point)

(iii) | Stephen Spender’s visit to the Gemini Studios was viewed as an unexplained
mystery by the Gemini family. How did Asokamitran solve this mystery years
later ? (Poets and Pancakes)

Ans. | Suggested value points- 2
- absolutely unfamiliar with Stephen Spender’s name
- Asokamitran realized the scholar was the co-writer of the book “The God that

failed’
- understood his visit to the Gemini studio, no longer a mystery

(any one)
(any other relevant point)

(iv) | What do you understand by ‘‘interstices”’? How does Umberto Eco utilize his
interstices ? (The Interview)

Ans. | Suggested value points-

What do you understand by “‘interstices’?
- Interstices means a crevice / creek / a gap / empty space

How does Umberto Eco utilize his interstices ?

- Umberto Eco uses the word as a space, interval between two different pieces of 2
work / to write

- utilizes interstices to plan and sketch his next project

(any one)

(any other relevant point)

(V) Explain how ““The tigers in the panel ........ Will go on prancing, proud and
unafraid.” ( Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers)

Ans. | Suggested value points- 2
- this 1s a reflection of the male dominated society

- Tigers as a symbol of fearlessness

- Aunt Jennifer will survive after her death through her artwork

- social environment will remain unchanged / unaffected / arrogant / ferocious

(any one)
(any other relevant point)

(vi) | ‘Resignation was no sudden thing’. What is the implication of this remark in
the context of Sophie’s character? (Going Places)

Ans. | Suggested value points 2
- Sophie lives 1n a world of fantasy
- dreams of meeting Danny Casey
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- feels disappointed on not meeting him
- does not give up and resign to the harsh realities of her life

(any one)
(any other relevant point)

Q. Answer any two of the following three questions in 40-50 words each : 2x2 =

marks

Distribution of marks:-
CONTENT -1
SPELLING AND GRAMMAR- 1> COHERENCE OF IDEAS- 14

(i) What were the two amazing things of the royal infant?

( The Tiger King)

Ans. | Suggested value points:
- the ten day infant spoke like an adult in his little squeaky voice

- raised intelligent questions 0

(any one)
(any other relevant point)

(ii) What are Geoff Green’s reasons for including high school students in the
‘Students on Ice’ expedition? (Journey to the End of the Earth)

Ans. | Suggested value points: 2

- to provide them with inspiring thought process which would help them foster a
fresh understanding of the planet

- develop a sense of respect towards the immediate environment

- young minds absorb, learn and act

- future generation of policy makers

(any one)
(any other relevant point)

(iii) | Why does Derry not like being with people ? (On The Face Of It)

Ans. | Suggested value points: Q)
- Derry felt that people found his acid burned face repulsive

- he retused people as he himself telt rejected and unloved

- was over sensitive about his appearance

(any one)
(any other relevant point)
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Q. Answer any one of the following two questions in 120-150 words : 5
12 marks

Distribution of marks:-
CONTENT -3 FLUENCY -1
SPELLING -4 GRAMMAR- 1

(a) If you were the poet of “A Thing of Beauty’’, how would you interpret the
need for quiet introspection as mentioned in “Keeping Quiet”?

Ans. | Suggested value points: 5

- nature and 1its beauty through its objects and images provides an opportunity to
introspect and contemplate

- 1t provides new avenues / areas to explore and give a fresh meaning to life and
its experiences

- earth as a metaphor 1s an endless fountain of immortal drink

- nature helps lift the pall of despair and motivates to take a journey within

(any three)

(any other relevant point)

OR

(b) Umberto Eco (The Interview) has a talk with Danny Casey from the story
“Going Places”. Danny, being a football prodigy, feels his popularity may
affect his game as he can’t devote much time to it.

What advice will Umberto Eco give Danny about time management ?

Write a paragraph on the interaction between the two and the advice given by
Umberto Eco.

Ans. | Suggested value points: 5

- use of interstices to develop strategies and to manage time

1

judicious use of time for thinking planning and practice
- amore 1involved focus, to avoid distractions

- manage and maintain his fame by working hard on his game

(any three)

(any other relevant point)

Q. Answer any one of the following two questions in 120-150 words : 5
13 marks

Distribution of marks:-
CONTENT -3 FLUENCY -1

SPELLING - GRAMMAR- Y
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(a) Physically impaired people have to suffer pain and a sense of alienation due to
the behavior of the people around them. It’s ironical that people who should
be treated with empathy are either avoided or pitied. Discuss.

(On The Face Of It)
Ans. | Suggested value points 5

- the disabled need to be treated with dignity and respect / acceptance in the
soclety

- mental discomfort due to people’s behavior, disliked and teased, develop a
sense of inferiority

- the story reveals the bitter truth of the lives of the disabled

- Derry’s burnt face impacts his life and he begins to reject and hate the outside
world.

- Mr. Lamb 1s addressed as ‘Lamey Lamb’, lives alone 1n a big house, feels a
sense of alienation

- the disabled expect empathy not sympathy

(any three)

(any other relevant point)

OR

(b) | In the two stories of Bama and Zitkala-Sa in the lesson of ‘“Memories of
Childhood” there are certain similarities of strength in the face of social
challenges. Write a diary entry sharing your observations.

Ans. | Suggested value points 5
- both Bama and Zitkala-Sa were sensitive and observant

- though they belong to different culture, they both suffered from indignities

- both used education to better their prospects

- were not ready to bow down to atrocities / rebelled in their own unique manner

- they both shared their life stories in autobiographies using pen names

(any three)

(any other relevant point)
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