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WHAT YOU NEED TO APPLY

Applying for the Wharton MBA:

Application & Admission Requirements

Below you will find full details on prerequisites, application fees, essay topics, GRE/GMAT test scores, references and other

details you’ll need to satisfy the Wharton MBA Admission requirements. However, the most detailed instructions are

included in the application itself. Remember, you must complete the online application to be considered for the MBA

program. If you’re looking for deadline information and an overview of the application process, please see Application

Timelines and Deadlines.

MBA Application Checklist & Prerequisite Requirements

A complete application will consist of the following items:

1. Background Information

2. Application Fee

3. Two Essays

4. Transcripts (unofficial or official)

5. Two Letters of Recommendation

6. GMAT or GRE Score

7. English Language Test Score

8. Resume

Background Information -

Contact information (e.g., mailing address and phone number)

Date of birth

Academic degrees earned

Beginning with your high school, please complete the Education and Transcript section for all of your academic experiences, including your bachelor’s or

bachelor’s-equivalent degree, study abroad, summer school, and post-baccalaureate classes. If you have more information than the three forms will allow, please

use the Microsoft Excel Multiple Transcript Template to record your additional education.

To ensure the quick processing of your application, we are no longer accepting mailed transcripts at the time of application. Instead, please submit your transcript(s)

as a scanned document or use the Transcript Template found here. Use the upload feature, provided at each school listing, to submit your self-reported transcript(s).

If admitted, you will be required to provide official transcripts of all previous academic work to verify the information provided in the uploaded documents. If there

are discrepancies between the self-reported academic work and official records, your offer of admission will be withdrawn. Offers of admission are not binding until

academic records are verified.

https://mba.wharton.upenn.edu/getting-redirect-landing-page/
https://www.applyweb.com/upennw/index.ftl
https://mba.wharton.upenn.edu/application-timeline-deadlines/
https://mba.wharton.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Copy-of-Multiple-Transcript-Template.xls
https://mba.wharton.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Copy-of-Transcript-Template.xls
https://www.wharton.upenn.edu/


Professional experience

Beginning with your most recent position, please complete the Employment section with your full-time experience, including military and entrepreneurial

experiences. You can also include any significant part-time or summer employment since the beginning of college.

The Employment section allows you to list your four most recent employments; however, all employment experience is important to us. Feel free to use the optional

essay to explain any gaps in employment.

Please note that we will see all of your answer to the Reason for Leaving question, whether or not it is fully visible on your application when you print it using Adobe

Acrobat PDF.  This field is fully visible in our review system.

Family information

Prior Conviction Information

If you have ever been convicted of or plead guilty or no contest to a felony or misdemeanor (excluding minor traffic violations), you must report this information.

Failure to disclose this information may result in the withdrawal of any possible offers of admission. Answers will be reviewed by the Wharton MBA Admissions

Review Officer. This information will not be provided to the admissions committee as part of the regular academic review process.

Application Fee
+

Essay Questions
+

Transcripts
+

Letters of Recommendation
+

GMAT/GRE
+

English Language Test
+

Resume
+

Francis J. & William Polk Carey JD/MBA Program Requirements

The Carey JD/MBA Program is a joint-degree program and therefore shares admissions requirements with the Wharton MBA Program. In

addition to the elements of the full-time MBA application, the Carey JD/MBA application includes a Law School section that requests

additional information specific to the University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School JD program.

Note: You may not apply to the Carey JD/MBA Program and simultaneously apply individually to the Wharton MBA Program and/or the

University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School JD Program in the same application cycle. Once you have submitted an application for the

Carey JD/MBA Program, you cannot switch to the other degree programs or vice versa.

For additional questions about the Carey JD/MBA Program, please contact jdmba@law.upenn.edu or visit the Carey JD/MBA Program

website.

All applicants must hold a bachelor’s degree to be eligible to enroll in the Juris Doctor (JD) program. Applicants who are admitted to the

Carey JD/MBA Program are admitted for the fall semester on a full-time basis only. All applicants must take the Graduate Record Exam

(GRE) or the Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT). The Law School Admission Test (LSAT) is not required. If an applicant takes

the LSAT, they must also take the GRE or the GMAT. Regardless of test format, all applicants must register with the LSAC’s Credential

Assembly Service (CAS) and all test scores must be reported. (See Standardized Tests and LSAC’s Credential Assembly Service (CAS)

information below.)

If you submit and complete an application for Round 1 or Round 2, you will receive a decision according to the Wharton MBA Admissions

decision release timeline. Regular Decision applicants who are taking the LSAT should take the LSAT no later than September of the

application year for Round 1 and November of the application year for Round 2.

Application Eligibility Requirements -

Regular Decision -

mailto:jdmba@law.upenn.edu
https://www.law.upenn.edu/crossdisciplinary/jdmba/


The Carey JD/MBA Program’s Early Decision option is designed for applicants who have thoroughly researched their law school options and

determined that the University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School is their first choice. Our Early Decision program is binding. Applicants who

wish to be considered for early decision must commit to matriculate in the Carey JD/MBA Program if admitted. If admitted, you must

withdraw your applications from all other law schools and refrain from initiating new applications. You may not submit an early decision

application to more than one law school.

Note: Applications must be submitted through Wharton no later than September 7, 2022, for Early Decision Round 1 and no later than

January 4, 2023, for Early Decision Round 2. Early Decision applicants who are taking the LSAT should take the LSAT no later than

September of the application year for Round 1 consideration and no later than November of the application year for Round 2 consideration.

As an applicant to the Carey JD/MBA Program, you are required to submit your application through Wharton Round 1 or Round 2. Please do

not fill out nor submit the Fall 2023 – First Year JD application through the LSAC Electronic Application service. Once you have submitted

your application through Wharton, the MBA application process is conducted independently by each school but the evaluation and decision-

making are conducted jointly. The Law School will begin processing Carey JD/MBA applications in early October.

Note: You may not apply to the Carey JD/MBA Program and simultaneously apply individually to the Wharton MBA Program and/or the

University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School JD Program in the same application cycle. Once you have submitted an application for the

Carey JD/MBA Program, you cannot switch to the other degree programs or vice versa.

You are strongly encouraged to answer the application essay questions in relation to the Carey JD/MBA Program as opposed to only the

Wharton MBA Program.

All applicants to the Carey JD/MBA Program must take the GRE or the GMAT. We will accept at-home GRE, GMAT, and LSAT scores. The

LSAT is not required. If an applicant takes the LSAT, they must also take the GRE or the GMAT. We will accept LSAT results from any exam

taken from June 2017 or thereafter for the class entering in fall 2023. GRE or GMAT test dates must align with the Wharton MBA test date

requirements for the appropriate application round. If you take a test more than once or take more than one testing format, all scores will be

considered and must be reported in the application form. All test scores should be submitted in the JD/MBA application as directed. In

addition, you must request GRE and/or GMAT official score reports from ETS and/or GMAC to be sent directly to the University of

Pennsylvania Carey Law School. The University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School’s school code is 4122 for GRE score reporting and G56-

RV-81 for GMAT score reporting. The Law School will not accept test-taker score reports directly from the applicant nor can we accept score

reports transferred from Wharton.

Regardless of the testing format you choose to use, each applicant must also register with the LSAC Credential Assembly Service (CAS) and

arrange to have all transcripts sent to LSAC from each college or university attended. When the Law School receives your application from

Wharton, the Law School will request your CAS report, and LSAC will send it directly to the Law School. Please note that your CAS report

will not be released by LSAC until all required transcripts have been received and processed by LSAC. In addition, if you have not or will not

take the LSAT, please select the GRE/GMAT only checkbox in the LSAT section of the Test Information section.

The University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School requires that any international transcripts be submitted through the LSAC Credential

Assembly Service for applicants who completed any post-secondary work outside the US (including its territories) or Canada. You must use

this service for the evaluation of your international transcripts. The one exception to this requirement is if you completed the international

work through a study-abroad, consortium, or exchange program sponsored by a US or Canadian institution, and the work is clearly indicated

as such on the home campus transcript. This service is included in the Credential Assembly Service registration fee.

You must submit two recommendation letters through the LSAC Letter of Recommendation Service. If you have obtained two letters of

recommendation to be used for the Carey JD/MBA application, these letters can satisfy the University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

requirement but you must have your recommenders submit duplicate copies of these two letters to LSAC. Your CAS report will not be

released to us until at least two letters of recommendation are on file with LSAC and assigned to the University of Pennsylvania Carey Law

School. This service is included with your Credential Assembly Service registration. You and your recommender must use the letter of

Early Decision (Binding) -

How to Apply -

Essays -

Standardized Tests and LSAC’s Credential Assembly Service (CAS) -

Recommendation Forms and Letters -



recommendation form available online through the LSAC Letter of Recommendation Service for each letter submitted to LSAC. Please do

not send letters directly to the University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School. Note that we will accept up to four letters of recommendation

through LSAC; however, your application is deemed complete with two letters of recommendation.

Carey JD/MBA interviews are granted by invitation only. If you are invited to interview, you are required to complete the Wharton Team

Based Discussion as well as a Carey JD/MBA interview.

The University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School Admissions Office is committed to serving our applicants as efficiently and effectively as

we can during the MBA application process. Please be advised that it may take approximately two weeks from the date that we receive the

Carey JD/MBA application from Wharton to process and complete the applicant file. We will notify you of the date upon which we receive

your application from Wharton and inform you of any missing documents upon receipt of your Credential Assembly Service report. We will

also notify you of the date upon which your application is complete.

You can check the status of your application at any time using Application Status, the University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School’s online

status checker. To access the online status checker, please visit https://www.law.upenn.edu/admissions/jd/.

For additional Law School application instructions, please visit https://www.law.upenn.edu/admissions/jd/how-to-apply.php.

For detailed information on Law School tuition and financial aid, please visit https://www.law.upenn.edu/admissions/financing/.

Carey JD/MBA Interview -

Application Status/Questions -

Tuition and Financial Aid -

Wharton/Lauder Institute Joint-Degree Applicants

The Lauder Institute offers a joint-degree MA in International Studies in tandem with the Wharton MBA or JD programs at Penn. The Lauder

Institute shares MBA program requirements with the Wharton MBA program, and the application is reviewed in its entirety by both the

Lauder and Wharton Admissions committees. Accepted Lauder MBA/MA students are admitted jointly into both programs, not

independently into each. Lauder applications are accepted in all 3 application rounds.

In addition to the Wharton MBA application, Lauder requires that you complete a language assessment called the Oral Proficiency

Interview(s), one Lauder essay, and answers to supplemental questions regarding international/cross-cultural experience. You will be

prompted to submit these items in the online application.

For any questions you have about the Lauder/MBA application process, please contact the Lauder Admissions office at

lauderinfo@wharton.upenn.edu

Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) +

Lauder Essay +

Lauder Interview +

Tuition and Financial Aid +

Interviews

Interviews for the MBA program are offered by invitation only. If you have been invited to interview, then you will participate in the Wharton

MBA Team Based Discussion (TBD). Visit the Interview Process for more details and tips.

https://www.law.upenn.edu/admissions/jd/
https://www.law.upenn.edu/admissions/jd/how-to-apply.php
https://www.law.upenn.edu/admissions/financing/
mailto:lauderinfo@wharton.upenn.edu
https://mba.wharton.upenn.edu/interview-process/


Admissions Decisions

After you apply to an MBA program, all decisions are released via Online Application System. Decisions released include:

Admission to the Wharton MBA +

Conditional Admission +

Waitlist +

International Applicants

Requirements for the MBA program are the same for both international students and U.S. citizens. Recognizing the special challenges that

international students face, both Wharton and the University of Pennsylvania provide information and resources to help you navigate the

MBA application process, and we assist international students with issues like obtaining a visa and relocating to a new country.

Academic Requirements +

English Language Examinations +

Student Visas +

Interdisciplinary Program Applicants

Interdisciplinary study is central to our curriculum, with a wide array of dual and joint-degree options. In general, a dual-degree requires one

 less year than it would take to pursue the two degrees separately. Joint degrees are fully integrated with the Wharton MBA curriculum and

use a shared application. We offer two joint-degree programs: The Lauder MBA/MA in International Studies and the Carey JD/MBA.

Two programs combine the Wharton MBA with graduate study at other institutions; others combine a Wharton MBA with University of

Pennsylvania biotechnology, design, engineering, law, medicine, nursing, and social work masters degrees.

Applying for Interdisciplinary Programs +

Exceptions +

Reapplication

If you applied to a program and were not admitted, we encourage you to reapply for the next academic year. Reapplications make up

approximately 10% of our applicant pool in any given year. The most important thing is that you demonstrate through essays, subsequent

career growth, and/or academic preparation that you are a stronger candidate. We recommend you review the MBA Prerequisites before re-

submitting an application to ensure they have not changed since you last applied.

Reapplicant Essays

If you are reapplying, you are required to complete the requisite application essays plus the optional essay. Please use this space to explain

how you have reflected on the previous decision on your application and to discuss any updates to your candidacy (e.g., changes in your

professional life, additional coursework, and extracurricular/volunteer engagements). You may also use this section to address any

applicable extenuating circumstances. (250 words)

https://mba.wharton.upenn.edu/lauder-program/
https://mba.wharton.upenn.edu/carey-jd-mba-program/
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